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Volunteers needed to continue this tradition!
If interested, please contact 

Monique Flowers at Moflow99@yahoo.com

Details will be posted on social media and our website at 
wwww.brightonheights.org.  We will continue to follow 

CDC recommendations and standards as they pertain to COVID-19.

SAVE THE DATE

2021 BRIGHTON HEIGHTS 
HALLOWEEN PARADE

Saturday, October 30, 2021
12:00 p.m. at Legion Park
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From the 
Federation 
President
by Joseph Glassbrenner

I hope everyone had a more 
enjoyable summer this year 
compared to the summer 
of 2020. It was nice to be 
able to move around our 

neighborhood more freely or attend a public event with a little 
less apprehension than we had last year. The progress our 
region has made over the current pandemic is a tribute to the 
willingness of our residents to do the right thing when it comes 
to safe and healthy activities, actions, and following of mitigation 
measures. Let’s keep up the good work and continue to protect 
ourselves and the vulnerable in our community.

I’m pleased to announce the September BHCF General 
Membership will return in-person on September 9, 2021, 
at 7:00 pm. We will return to our normal location in the 
auditorium at John Morrow School on Davis Ave. Please look 
for the white BHCF sign on the Davis Ave sidewalk pointing to 
the entrance door. The auditorium provides ample space for 
social distancing. Please consider social distance when taking 
your seat. In addition to any guidance from the State or local 
governments, the BHCF will follow requirements set by the 
Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) in order to use the school 
building. Please look for these specific guidance’s posted at 
the door prior to entry. It is likely all attendees will be asked 
to wear a mask. PPS is still finalizing their requirements. We 
will share with our networks, social media, and website when 
decisions have been set.

This past year we have heard concerns over two major items 
relating to public safety. The first is an alarming increase in 
acts of violence, primarily being committed by teenagers. 
There is no quick fix or easy resolution to stopping this 
problem. As a community group, we seek to engage our 
teens in the area with activities and opportunity. In May I led 
the Build Your Wealth in The Trades Initiative (see related 
article); my goal was to show our teens the opportunities 
present to them with a redeeming career in the construction 
trades. Our board continues to brainstorm new activities to 
offer for the teens and youth in Brighton Heights.

The second public safety concern is a concern over unsafe 
streets due to speeding and reckless driving. There have 
been multiple streets brought up, but to my knowledge, only 
two have completed and submitted a Traffic Calming Study 
to the Pittsburgh Department of Mobility and Infrastructure 
(DOMI). The BHCF submitted the California Ave / Bainton St 
and Termon Ave / Fleming in 2020. These streets have had 

reoccurring accidents due to reckless driving with speeding 
being the major factor. I’m asking residents to contact the 
Mayor’s Response line at 311 or your District 1 Council 
Representative at 412-255-2135 and request DOMI to prioritize 
the installation of Traffic Calming measures in these areas. The 
majority of neighborhoods in Pittsburgh have been awarded 
one or multiple installations of these measures with Brighton 
Heights being left out. These measures include painted lines, 
bright crosswalk signs, pylons to keep lanes separate, virtual 
median strips, flashing lights, and speed humps. Let’s hope 
with everyone’s help our voices will be heard and Brighton 
Heights can receive these traffic calming installations. More 
traffic calming applications can be made available if you have an 
unsafe street by contacting the BHCF or visiting: pittsburghpa.
gov/domi/traffic-calming. When submitting a new application 
please retain a copy of your submitted study and all signatures 
as proof of your submission.

I’m sure many of us are happy to see the road work season 
coming to a close as most of us have been inconvenienced 
at least a few times this summer with street resurfacing 
or utility work in the area. I would like to report the 
areas in Brighton Heights that made the list of street 
resurfacing. At the January 14, 2021 General Membership 
Meeting, I mentioned the three streets the BHCF made 
recommendations for the Department of Public Works to 
have paved in our area. All three of the streets presented 
have been resurfaced: Benton Avenue (Brighton to 
California), Perrot Street (Marmaduke Park to Brighton Road), 
and Brighton Road (Witmer to Winhurst). The Brighton Road 
section of Kleber to Witmer has ongoing utility work being 
done and is scheduled to be resurfaced when the work 
concludes. Please consider streets to be recommended 
for the 2022 paving season. Recommendations for 
consideration should be presented by January 1 of 2022.

I want to thank the residents who volunteered this year in 
our community gardens. The California/Termon intersection 
again welcomed passers-by with a bright display upon 
entering our neighborhood. Legion Park has been weeded, 
planted, and mulched by all volunteers. This is a pristine 
Memorial Park in the center of our neighborhood for all 
to enjoy. If you were unable to volunteer in the gardens 
but purchased flowers through our 2021 flower sale, you 
were also a big help. This flower sale helps us raise funds to 
purchase the flowers for planting these areas. 

Finally I want to wish everyone a Happy Labor Day. I hope 
for good weather to spend some time together and enjoy 
the return of the Pittsburgh Labor Day parade downtown.

I invite all to attend our General Membership Meeting 
on Thursday September 9, 2021, at John Morrow School 
and as always I’ll see you in the neighborhood.



Do You Have a New Neighbor?
If so, let us know, BHCF will give them a one year free  
membership and send them a newsletter for a year. And if 
you would like to write something about Brighton Heights, 
please feel free to send your article to: 

BHCF Newsletter 
3629 California Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
Or E-Mail it to Editor, Dave Lebec 
submissions@brightonheights.org

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny  
General Hospital and we appreciate their generosity.

Newsletter Committee:
Editor: Dave Lebec   
Copy Editor: Erin Marie Yourd  
Distribution: Joseph Glassbrenner

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and  
not necessarily those of the membership of the board.

BHCF Board of Directors:
Officers 
President: Joseph Glassbrenner 
Vice President:  Brendan Delaney 
Treasurer: Gretchen Serra 
Corresponding Sec:  Kate Kelley 
Recording Secretary:  John Belch

Directors 
Stacy Berkebile, Alex Carrera, Monique Flowers,  
Elaine Gloeckner, Bill Goodrich, Janice Johns-Engelman, 
Donna Kramer, Tim Maloney, Raymond Robinson

The United Way #188
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation is a United Way  
agency. You can make a donation to the Federation by 
choosing #188 on your donation form. All United Way  
donations are used exclusively for children’s activities  
such as the Halloween Parade.

Any member making a United Way donation receives free 
membership in the Federation. Usually paperwork does 
not catch up to us until the year after the donation.

Membership Renewal
Check the date after your name on your mailing label 
and make sure your membership is up to date. If it is not, 
please renew your membership now, either by sending in 
a renewal with the form on the back of the newsletter, or 
by going to our website online and renewing it by PayPal.

BHCF Information List

BHCF Answer Line: 412-734-0233

BHCF FAX:           412-734-0234

E-Mail: bhcf@brightonheights.org 

Web Site:       www.brightonheights.org

ALCOSAN (odor control) 412-766-9445

Allegheny Co Health Dept   412-578-8390

Animal Control        

412-255-2036 
(before 3 p.m.)

412-255-2935 
(after 3 p.m.)

Building Inspection 412-255-2176

Building Permits: 412-255-2175

Burned Out Street Light 412-255-5483

City Council Office 412-255-2142

City Council Rep for BH 412-255-2135

City Planning  412-255-2200

Emergency 911

Environmental Services 412-255-2780

Graffiti in the neighborhood    
You are a direct victim 
Graffiti Busters (will remove it)    
Graffiti Watch

311 
911 
412-255-2872 
412-255-2272

Litter Hot Line (PA State) 888-548-8372

Mayor’s Office 412-255-2626

Mayor’s Response Line 311

Organized Crime, Narcotics,    
and Intelligence Division (ONI) 

412-665-4300

Parking Authority 412-560-7275

Pittsburgh School Police      
Police – Zone 1       

412-622-3520 
412-323-7201

Public Works 412-255-2790

Refuse/Recycling 412-255-2773

State Rep. – District 20 412-321-5523
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On May 15, 2021, The BHCF held 
the first of its kind Building Trades 
Initiative. Its mission was to meet 
the needs of our young adults 
throughout the Northside of 
Pittsburgh by building a brighter 
future through careers in the 
building trades. The event was 
held in Legion Memorial Park. It 
was well received by residents and 
participants alike. I’m pleased to 
announce there were 23 participants 
who took part in the activities. The 
majority of participants were teens 
under the age of 18.

Participants constructed wooden 
work stations built of plywood and 
2” x 4” wood studs for the carpentry 
portion. The second portion was 
electrical, where participants worked 
hands-on to install wiring, a basic 
residential outlet (plug), a light, and 
switch. Thanks to volunteers from 
the International Brotherhood 

of Electrical Workers Local Union No. 5 and the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Jointers Local Union No. 432 
for the instructions, skills, and knowledge they provided.

Following the construction portion in Legion Memorial Park, 
attendees heard from our speaker and Brighton Height’s 
resident Jason Hale in the indoor space provided by The 
Family Life Worship Center. Jason spoke on the opportunities 
he was afforded through a career as an Operating Engineer 
in the Heavy Equipment Operators Local Union No. 66. 
After his brief speech, all participants, volunteers, and 
guardians were treated to lunch and cold beverages. All 
participants received a raffle ticket for the giveaway upon 
entry. After lunch the drawings began for a variety of new 
hand tools. During all portions, individuals were able to 
shop the literature table where pamphlets and paperwork 
were distributed with information on apprentice programs 
available in Western PA.

“Build Your Wealth in the Trades” Event 
by Joseph Glassbrenner

. . . CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Interested in Sharing a Story  
with Your Community?
Submit your story in less than 250 words using the  
submission link on the brightonheights.org homepage.

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline 
This is a reminder that the deadline for your entry to 
the Brighton Heights Newsletter is approaching. Please 
submit your article to me as a Word doc attachment no 
later than October 1. Thank you for your cooperation.
CONTACT: Dave Lebec, Editor 
EMAIL: submissions@brightonheights.org

Neighborhood Crime Information
If any member of the BHCF would like specific 
information regarding the criminal activity in or 
neighborhood, you have two sources at your disposal:

•  You are invited to attend regular meetings at 
the Northside Public Safety Council held the first 
Thursday of each month. They are held at the 
Manchester Citizen’s Corporation Building located 
1319 Allegheny Avenue. You may also obtain this 
information by logging onto the Police website at 
http://communitysafety.pittsburghpa.gov/. The next 
meeting will be held in September.  

•  You are invited to attend the Federation General 
Membership Meetings every second Thursday 
usually located in the auditorium of John Morrow 
School but recently via Zoom. Police officers from 
Zone 1 provide a comprehensive list of every crime 
that occurs within our neighborhood. The next 
scheduled meeting will also be held in September.

The best way to prevent crime in our  
neighborhood is to become involved.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE . . .

I’d like to extend a special thank you to our financial 
sponsors: Remake Learning Days Grant, Modular 
International Lighting Supply and Design, Mistic Corporation, 
Mascaro Construction, IBEW Local Union No. 5, SSB Bank, 
JTG Real Estate LLC, and C & C Linhart LLC. Please also 
help us thank the organizations who contributed goods 
or services: Tom Fridays Meat Market, Wiseguys Pizza, 
Cardello Electric Lighting Supply, Family Life Worship Center, 
Shadeland Beer Distributor, and Councilman Wilson’s Office 
for the Legion Park event permit.

On behalf of the BYWITT Committee of Monique Flowers, 
Raymond Robinson, Jamie Younger, Sabreena Miller, 
and Charles Linhart, I thank everyone who made this so 
enjoyable to host. The event provided a safe, healthy, and 
positive environment for everyone to enjoy (even during a 
global pandemic). I look forward to hosting the event again 
next year and encourage anyone interested in being a part 
to contact the BHCF by phone or email. Help us help our 
teens to Build Their Wealth in the Trades!
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I don’t have a lot of positive things to 
say about the lock downs because of 
COVID-19, but one good thing that 
came about was I had a chance to 
get to know my neighbors better. 
Because we were home, my husband 
and I took more walks around the 
neighborhood and since everyone 
was kind of doing the same thing, 
we had a chance to meet, talk, get 
to know each other and blessedly, 
become friends.  

First Annual Lower 
Termon Avenue Block 
Party 
by Leah Quigley

As we grew closer as a group, we realized that many people 
must be feeling similar things and thought a block party 
would not only solidify those new relationships but create 
an opportunity for others to join in. It was something fun to 
look forward to as we started to come out of the worst of 
pandemic restrictions.

Kaitlyn Yakish – the brains behind the event – was the 
one who came up with the idea and was the driving force 
to organizing the day. She was able to contact the city to 
arrange for the barriers to close our block.  
(https://pittsburghpa.gov/events/eventapp)

We knew there would be kids and their safety was our first 
concern. They kicked off the event with a decorated scooter, 
bike and big wheel parade! I’m not sure who had more fun, 
the kids or the parents!! Other events included corn hole, 
water balloons and an egg toss. Nothing brings out the 
competitive spirit like a good ole fashioned egg toss! 

We ordered pork butt from Tom Friday, and “the guys” 
took the challenge of smoking 50 lbs. of butt very 
seriously! Tim Lang, Mike Perry, and Tom Herak used the 
party as an excuse to flex their “smoker muscles” and a 
friendly rivalry has begun. There are already rumors of a 
fall chili cook-off just to keep it going. 

The day was brutally hot, but everyone showed up ready 
for a good time. We know it was a success because all 
the feedback we got were suggestions for next year! So, 
if everyone is already talking about it, then it must have 
been good, right?  

Brighton Heights is a gem in the city and the people who 
live here know it!

PHOTO BY DAN QUIGLEY

PHOTO BY DAN QUIGLEY
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Gardens and Greenspaces
by Ed Gergerich

As summer comes to an end, it is good to look back on 
how it started. The month of May was extremely busy and 
mostly successful.

Our annual flower sale was larger than ever. It was BHCF’s 
best fund raiser this year. Thanks to everyone who ordered 
flowers! Thanks also to Jena Simpson for developing a 
spread sheet to keep track of the orders. We did have a few 
glitches, all of which can be traced to not having a paper 
order form. Next year, you will still be able to pay by check or 
Pay Pal (sorry, no Bitcoin). However, expect that you will have 
to send in your order the old-fashioned way – on paper. We 
will try to develop a convenient drop off system. Stay tuned.

Kudos to Kim Larson and friends for organizing our second 
annual plant exchange at Legion Park on May 2. We 
attracted quite a few garden newbies to this free event. Kim 
and her cadre of volunteers keep our Legion Park flowers 
looking spectacular!

Corona Corner, our newest garden, is in its second year. It 
demonstrates what a group of dedicated neighbors can do. 
Check it out. Top volunteers include Sue and Tim Maloney 
and several of their neighbors.

May 2 was also planting day at the PA 65 WPC Garden. Seven 
of us got that garden fully planted and mulched! Thanks go 
to Susan Benn, Judy Bendtsen, Lisa Jordan, Helen Lorinc, 
and Bob Haller. We were aided by Lynn McGuire-Olzak, the 
coordinator for all of the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
gardens. Thanks, boss.

IMAGE BY PASJA1000 FROM PIXABAY 

For the rest of the May Saturday work days, only four garden 
goddesses: Bendtsen, Benn, Jordan, and Lorinc showed up 
each day to prep and plant the three gardens at Termon 
and California. We got most annuals in but some mulching, 
weeding, and transplanting is still to be done. 

Thanks to Councilman Bobby Wilson and his staff for having the 
DPW First Division deliver mulch to our gardens at Legion Park 
and the T&C3. Also, thanks to Joe Glassbrenner for keeping the 
grass on the Greenup Lot mowed on a regular basis.

As the weather cools down this fall, we expect to have 
several work days at our community gardens. Tasks will 
include planting daffodil and grape hyoscine bulbs, dividing 
and transplanting ornamental grasses, spreading mulch, 
and weeding, weeding, and weeding before they go to seed. 
Did I mention attacking weeds before they go to seed? 
Dates are not yet selected but look for notices on Nextdoor 
or other social media sites.

Be safe. Be green.



bhcf@brightonheights.org  |  (412) 734-02338

The Clean Pittsburgh Commission will be holding the 
3rd annual Pittsburgh Garbage Olympics. We will be 
picking up trash and debris throughout the entire 
neighborhood. We had a wonderful turnout for the 
Spring clean-up event, so hoping we can do it again 
this fall! This time we will be competing against other 
neighborhoods for most trash picked up. There are 
prizes for the most unusual find, most volunteers and 
most trash bags gathered. 

Brighton Heights House Tour 2022
from Seth McClarey and Danny Phistry

Your Brighton Heights House Tour committee chairs have 
met and started planning the next tour. While we have 
decided to forego a 2021 tour altogether, we will be planning 
for a spring 2022 house tour, again utilizing Legion Park as 
a hub for the event and adding food trucks and hopefully 
other new features in and around the park. We have 
decided to explore dates in early to mid-June for the tour, 
but a date has not yet been finalized. We will be holding a 
committee meeting, the time and location of which are yet 
to be determined but will be announced at the September 
BHCF meeting. We are very excited that homeowners have 
already expressed interest in being on the tour, but as 
always, anyone interested in having your house on the tour 
is welcome to contact us through the Federation website or 
email at BHCFpgh@gmail.com.

As of today, ALCOSAN’s 
annual Open House will be 
held in-person and virtually 
on Saturday, September 
18 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
While our important plant 
expansion construction 
has limited our normal 
space, we are still planning 
an afternoon of fun and 
FREE activities for the whole 

family. And yes, we’ll still be providing our free lunches, just 
a little different this year. Tours will be by registration only. 
Please keep a check on ALCOSAN.org for the latest news 
about Open House.

ALCOSAN Annual Open House Event

GARBAGE OLYMPICS
WHEN:  
Saturday, September 18, 2021  

WHERE:  
Starts at Brighton Heights office; 
3629 California Avenue

TIME:  
9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.    

In the spirit of the Summer Olympics, bring your 
competitive nature and let’s kick some trash! 

Post event party at Spirit Lounge in Lawrenceville for 
volunteers with free refreshments and prizes!

If you have any questions, please contact the event 
coordinator below.

CONTACT: Tim Maloney 
PHONE: 412-726-0800 
EMAIL: dirtdoctim@msn.com

IMAGE BY ANASTASIA GEPP FROM PIXABAY 
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From the Nominating Committee
Think you have the time, commitment, and passion to be on 
the BHCF Board!? Now is the time to speak up! Nominate 
yourself or a neighbor who may lead the community well! 
The commitment requires the attendance of 11 Board 
Meetings and 5 General Membership Meetings each year. 
You will also need to participate in the functions that the 
Federation sponsors. Being a board member — a director or 
officer — is a commitment that involves giving of your time 
and energy, but it is a most rewarding job. 

Nominations will be presented by the Nominating 
Committee chair at the General Membership Meeting on 
September 9 for director and board positions. Nominations 
may also be proposed from the floor at the General 
Membership Meeting at that time. The election will take 
place at the November General Membership Meeting. To run 
or vote, you must be a dues-paying member of BHCF in good 

St. Johns Site Update
by Alyson Fearon, Senior Director of Community  
Conservation & Resiliency, Allegheny Land Trust

In case you missed our last update this spring: My name is 
Alyson Fearon, and I work as Allegheny Land Trust’s Project 
Manager for the St. Johns site. I’ve spent the last year 
working with Ethos Collaborative on ways to deliver your 
community a natural stormwater management area on the 
St. John’s site. I want to provide a project funding update, 
thank those who have already responded to our survey 
mailer, and share preliminary survey results. 

We are happy to say we feel strongly we can move forward 
with a modified version of the original plan that will still 
manage stormwater runoff that flows to the site. We have 
taken this plan to the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), 
who applied to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) on our behalf in April, and 
supported our applications to several PA Department of 
Community & Economic Development (DCED) grant programs 
in May totaling over $725,000 in grant applications. Also, our 
redevelopment proposal was approved by the URA Board in 
June, which is the second major step to getting construction 
started. Once we learn the outcome of the state grants in 
the fall, we will apply to other local foundations and grant 
programs to reach our final funding goal.

Due to the pandemic, we determined the safest way for ALT 
staff to gather input from BHCF and the neighborhood was to 
complete a community survey campaign. With the help of your 
BHCF leadership and Ethos Collaborative, ALT staff designed 
the mailer all of you should have received sometime in June. 

We have received about 50 responses so far, and wanted to 
share some early results from the returned surveys:

 • Over 50% of our responses requested specific  
  items we can include right away, such as walking  
  trails and benches;

 • The #1 response to all areas of the plan was to retain  
  the natural space the site has become by keeping or  
  planting native trees and plants that also support  
  birds and local wildlife;

 • Many of you provided great ideas that could  
  be applied in several locations, and those are being  
  documented as well, but aren’t as easy to succinctly  
  quantify in this letter.

Note: Some of you reached out to us expressing distress 
at the PWSA activity on the site and in your neighborhood. 
Unfortunately, we do not yet own the site and therefore have 
little input and control over the street work that’s underway.

Our slogan is “Helping Local People Save Local Land”, so we 
can’t stress enough how grateful we are for the community 
involvement and survey input we’ve received. There’s still time 
to return community input surveys. If you did not receive one 
in the mail and would like to provide feedback, please contact 
me at afearon@alleghenylandtrust.org. To stay up-to-date 
on this project, you may also contact that same email, keep an 
eye on this newsletter, and check alleghenylandtrust.org.

IMAGE BY DARIA NEPRIAKHINA FROM PIXABAY 

standing. If you are interested in running, you may either 
reach out to Bill Goodrich, the Nomination Committee Chair 
by calling 412-734-0233 and leaving a message, or sending an 
email to bhcf@brightonheights.org. 
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Columbia Gas Begins Pipeline 
Upgrade Project in BH
Natural gas customers in Brighton Heights, Allegheny County, 
will benefit from a Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania gas pipeline 
replacement project that will ensure the delivery of safe, 
reliable, and efficient natural gas to them for years to come.

Columbia Gas is replacing more than 10,340 feet of 
underground pipe impacting customers along portions of 
Brighton Road, Brandon Road, Cambronne Street, Pennock 
Road, Kleber Street and Goe Avenue. Work is expected to 
last through the Summer and Fall of 2021 and will take place 
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Motorists can 
expect lane restrictions and road closures during working 
hours, and Saturday work also is possible.

The construction work will require a temporary interruption of 
natural gas service for affected customers while their service 
is transferred to the new pipe. Columbia Gas will personally 
contact these customers prior to shutting off service and to 
schedule service restoration. Customers with indoor meters 
will also have their meters relocated to the outside of the 
premises. This, and other work on existing outside meters, will 
be completed at no additional cost to the customer.

All company and contract employees carry photo ID badges 
identifying them as Columbia Gas employees or contractors. 
Customers are encouraged to ask for ID before allowing 
anyone into their home, or they can call 1-888-460-4332 for 
Columbia Gas employee verification.

Motorists traveling through Columbia Gas work zones should 
exercise caution and be prepared for slowed or temporarily 
stopped traffic during working hours. Motorists should keep 
a safe distance between vehicles, reduce speed in work 
zones, and obey flaggers and all posted signs, including 
detours and parking restrictions.

Information on Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania’s commitment to 
safety, including the importance of calling 811 before you dig, 
home and appliance safety, and steps to take if you smell natural 
gas can be found at www.ColumbiaGasPA.com/safety.

IMAGE BY DS_30 FROM PIXABAY 

from Megan Graham

The May 8th Plant Swap or Adopt event was a great success! 
Many plants found new homes and — from what we could 
see — everyone left happy.
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Day of Hope 
My team and I were honored to take part in the Day of Hope 
on July 22 to benefit the Light of Life Rescue Mission, which 
provides food, shelter, and hope to those experiencing 
homelessness, poverty or addiction.

It was a great way for our team to connect with residents and 
provide them helpful information and resources!

Constituent Services 
Our office, located at 433 East Ohio Street, offers a 
wide variety of helpful services and assistance, including 
assistance with:

 • Unemployment or the PUA system
 • Property tax/rent rebates for seniors
 • Voter registration and vote by mail
 • Food stamps, medical and income assistance,  
  and other services under the PA Department  
  of Human Services
 • Car registration, including special tags, handicap  
  placards, titles, and driver’s license applications
 • Information on financial assistance for  
  higher education
 • Obtaining and completing state forms of all kinds
 • Birth and death certificates
 • Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 • Complaints or questions about utilities and  
  the Public Utility Commission
 • Complaints and problems with  
  insurance companies
 • Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
 • Problems or questions about the state lottery
 • PACE cards for senior citizens
 • Consumer complaints

If you need help with these or any other state or government- 
related services, please contact my office below.

EMAIL: RepKinkead@pahouse.net 
PHONE: 412-321-5523

From State Representative  
Emily Kinkead

OUT AND ABOUT IN DISTRICT 20  
This summer has been in full swing in District 20! My team 
and I have enjoyed being able to interact more directly 
with constituents throughout the district. Check out our 
event highlights!

Urban Agriculture Week 
As part of Urban Agriculture Week, I was happy to visit 
Freeman Family Farm and Greenhouse and Sankofa 
Village Community Garden/ Farms with Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. 

Urban agriculture is a constantly growing part of the 
industry, and you might be surprised to know that there 
are many great urban farming locations in our local 
communities and across our state! It’s also where we 
find the highest number of farmers of color and I’m 
happy to support them and encourage more of our 
urban communities to take part!

Community Conservation and Sustainability Event  
We had a great day at the Community Conservation 
and Sustainability Event on July 17 with State Rep. Sara 
Innamorato and State Sen. Wayne Fontana! 

All told, we were able to shred sensitive documents for 57 
households, recycle nearly 50 televisions, along with other 
electronics and a full box of hard-to-recycle plastic. 

A special thanks to Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
for hosting, to all of our amazing vendors, including Friends 
of the Riverfront and Tree Pittsburgh, for spending the day 
talking to folks about the services you offer to keep our 
communities clean and thriving, and to our amazing staff 
and volunteers for making this event go off without a hitch!
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From Councilman 
Bobby Wilson
Hello Brighton Heights! In my first 
year and a half as your Councilman, 
it has been clear to me that a new 
Davis Avenue Bridge is a major 
priority for my constituents in 
Brighton Heights. I am thrilled and 
proud to announce that $2 million 
in American Rescue Plan funds 
will fully fund a new Davis Avenue 
Bridge. I want to thank all of you 
who reached out to my office and 
spoke out in public forums about the 
importance of investing in this bridge 
in community groups, City Council 
meetings, and other public settings. 
We would not have this funding if it 
wasn’t for your support. 

The old Davis Avenue Bridge, 
constructed in 1898, was closed to 
traffic in 2001 and demolished in 
2009 due to structural deficiencies. 
While it was in use, it was a vital 
link between the neighborhood of 
Brighton Heights and Riverview Park, 
one of Pittsburgh’s keystone regional 
parks. Its demolition disconnected 
the largest neighborhood in the 
Northside from the largest park in 
the Northside.

The new Davis Avenue Bridge will 
consist of a 12-foot wide pedestrian 
and cycle bridge at the site of 
the former bridge, at 900 Davis 
Avenue. This new bridge will be a 
steel arched truss superstructure 
supported on concrete piers with 
architectural surface treatment that 
shall span over Woods Run Avenue. 
Once constructed and opened to 
the public, it will create another 
entry into Riverview Park and allow 
Brighton Heights residents the ability 
to walk and bike to the park directly 
from their neighborhood. Entry at 
this elevation into the park will allow 
Brighton Heights visitors to safely and 
quickly get outdoors, away from their 
urban environments and into the 
many green spaces of Riverview Park.

Of course, complete funding is only the first step in process. My office intends to 
follow through on this project with as much community input as possible. In the 
coming months, please be on the look out for public meetings and an EngagePGH 
page where you can share thoughts and ideas regarding the new bridge. DOMI also 
maintains a project page on all major infrastructure projects here:  
https://pittsburghpa.gov/domi/current-projects. As always, my office will share 
information about these meetings on our social media pages. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the Davis Avenue Bridge, or need any 
other assistance, please call or email my office. You can also find me on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

CONTACT: Bobby Wilson, Councilman, District 1 
PHONE: 412-255-2135 
EMAIL: district1@pittsburghpa.gov 
TWITTER: @Dist1Pgh 
FACEBOOK: Office of Councilman Bobby Wilson 
INSTAGRAM: @councilmanbobbywilson

IMAGE BY FREE-PHOTOS FROM PIXABAY 
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In June, the Pennsylvania General Assembly passed a $40.8 
billion budget, which is an increase of 2.6 percent, with no 
new taxes. Included in this figure is over $2 billion of the 
$7.2 billion Pennsylvania received from the federal American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) that Congress approved earlier this year 
to help states recover from a wide-range of impacts due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The remaining money will be 
used towards future budgets. Additionally, the Republican 
Majority decided to hold off on investing about $2.5 billion in 
unexpected sales tax revenue surplus and instead placed it 
in the Commonwealth’s Rainy-Day fund.  

Perhaps the biggest winner in the 2021-22 budget is 
education. Overall, Pre-K through 12th grade total spending 
will jump to $13.55 billion. Basic education funding is 
allocated an additional $300 million, or a 4.4 percent hike 
bringing the total to $7.067 billion. The budget spends $100 
million of that $300 million specifically and equitably targeted 
towards 104 of Pennsylvania’s most economically poor and 
underfunded school districts through a new formula. Pre-K 
Counts is receiving $30 million more (10.7%) bringing the 
total to $311.5 million and special education funding will go 
up by $50 million (4.3%), for an allotment of $1.24 billion. 

Another $350 million from the stimulus helped schools 
address pandemic learning loss through remedial education 
and summer enrichment or after-school programs 
for students. Federal Funds totaling $44 million will be 
earmarked for career and technical schools to help students 
learn the skills they need for an assortment of available 
jobs. Unfortunately, the state subsidy for public libraries will 
remain at $59.4 million during this fiscal year. 

While much of the higher education budget lines will again 
receive what they did last year, the 2021-22 budget does 
gives $50 million in federal relief funds to support the 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) 
system. PASSHE is in the midst of a consolidation plan 
involving six universities. My hopes were a version of 
my Senate Bill 377 would have been included in the 
budget code bills that would have given $200 million in 
scholarship aid to students who attended these schools 
with the promise that the recipients would remain in the 
commonwealth to work in fields like education and health 
care. As the Senate reconvenes in September, I will continue 
to look for funding sources to make this a reality.  

Another major champion of the 2021-22 budget is the 
Department of Human Services. More than $17.3 billion, or 
11.7 percent, more is earmarked for DHS. An additional 832 
individuals with intellectual disabilities will be provided with 
services because of this increase and 501 older residents 
will now be given home and community-based services. 

Another $112.8 million in federal funds will be used to 
increase the allocation for the state’s Intellectual Disabilities 
Community Waiver Program. This will prove to be useful for 
individuals who have an intellectual disability, autism, or a 
developmental disability to live more independently in their 
homes and community. Approximately $282 million in ARP 
funds will be used to help nursing homes, assisted living and 
personal care homes pay for pandemic-related costs like 
personal protective equipment and testing. 

A total of $279 million for transportation infrastructure is set 
aside for things like highway and safety improvements under 
this year’s state budget along with an 8 percent boost, or $169 
million, for the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection. Tourism marketing will be allocated nearly a 70 
percent enhancement for a total of $30.1 million to create 
new business for the tourism and hospitality industry that has 
been hit especially hard during the pandemic.

Even with these positive developments, the Pennsylvania 2021-
22 spending plan still falls short in areas like job training and re-
training programs, assisting small businesses and restaurants 
with help getting back on their feet again and minimum wage 
increases. While I understand the value of putting surplus 
revenues aside for future disasters, the financial implications of 
the COVID-19 pandemic have had a devastating effect on many 
families’ livelihood. The commonwealth was given the federal 
stimulus money to stimulate our local economy to get people 
back into the workplace and on the road to recovery. 

As the fall session is upon is, I remain committed to fighting for 
those who have been left behind and who are most in need. 

CONTACT: Senator Wayne D. Fontana 
PHONE: 412-344-2551 
EMAIL: fontana@pasenate.com 
WEBSITE: www.senatorfontana.com 
TWITTER: @WayneDFontana

From Senator Wayne D. Fontana
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Due to the restrictions during the COVID -19 
pandemic, this meeting was held online 
using the Zoom platform. The public 
was invited to participate via computer 
or phone by a notice in the newsletter, 
website and social media accounts.

May 13, 2021

The meeting was brought to order at 
7:03 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The Minutes from the March 11, 2021, 
General Membership meeting were 
approved without corrections.

Special Guests:

Pittsburgh Police  
Sgt. Mike Burford, Officer Eric DeFeo, 
Officer Derrick Payton 
Sgt Burford presented current crime 
statistics and outlined ongoing 
investigations. Neighborhood Resource 
Officer Eric DeFeo gave members and 
the public his cell phone number (412-
551-4976) for citizens to call or text with 
information or concerns. Officer Payton 
stated that walking patrols are occurring 
and that the neighborhood response 
has been encouraging. Members 
thanked the officers for their efforts. 

City Councilman Bobby Wilson  
Faith Mudd 
Faith reported on mulch deliveries 
for the gardens at Legion Park and at 
Termon Avenue. The proposed property 
sale of 1703 Termon has been tabled 
until a meeting can be set up with 
the buyer, the councilman and BHCF 
concerning his plans for the lot. The 
paving schedule has been published on 
the city’s website. Money is also being 
sought in various phases for the design 
and construction of the Davis Avenue 
pedestrian bridge, which also has a 
several year timeline.

PA Representative Emily Kinkead 
Danielle Graham-Robinson 
Danielle detailed the upcoming 
transfer to a new system for the state’s 
unemployment compensation program.  
Efforts are being made to notify those 
in the system on how to re-enroll for 
this data transfer process. The office 
is assisting residents with property 
tax rebate applications and housing 
resources. The phone number for the 
office is the same: 412-321-5523.

State Senator Wayne Fontana  
Keith Wehner 
Keith continued the discussion 
concerning the new unemployment 
compensation system and introduced 
Jervonne Singletary of Good Blends.

Good Blends PA 
Jervonne Singletary 
Jervonne introduced Good Blends PA 
as a division of a national company 
that produces and retails medical 
marijuana. A retail location on Baum 
Boulevard is to open and a grow facility 
will be located on Beaver Avenue.  
Various job positions are available to 
residents and she took other questions 
from members.

PWSA  
Beth Dutton, Elaine Hinrichs, Ana 
Flores, Tony Igwe 
Beth, Elaine and Tony presented a 
slide program on PWSA’s proposed 
Stormwater Mitigation Fee. This fee 
would be paid by all property owners 
based on the amount of impervious 
surface the property contained. This 
fee would fund projects to reduce 
stormwater infiltration to the sewer 
system as part of PWSA’s commitment 
to Alcosan’s consent decree with 
the EPA over stormwater overflows. 
Members asked questions over 
the use and equity of the fee. Ana 
Flores reported on the progress of 

the stormwater projects completed 
and proposed for Riverview Park.  
Parts of Phase 1 have already been 
affected by additional landslides and 
some reconstruction is expected this 
summer. Phase 2 which contains 
the Mairdale entrance project is in 
the design process but will take an 
additional year for DEP permits with 
construction set for 2023.

Foundations of Hope 
Mica Williams 
Mica reported on Foundations of Hope’s 
interfaith program for youth diversion 
from the criminal justice system and 
detailed a new program for adults 
which will offer the same resources to 
reduce recidivism and keep police from 
responding to situations best helped by 
others. They are expecting to partner 
with city police soon and would like 
residents to make referrals in order to 
help those who need this assistance. 

Report of Officers and Others:

President’s Report 
Joseph Glassbrenner 
Joe reported that the clock at Rite-
Aid has been repaired. The Build 
Your Wealth Through Trades event 
will occur on May 15 in order to give 
students, young adults and minorities 
an introduction to the employment 
possibilities of the building trades. 
Donations have been raised to fund 
this effort.  

Vice President 
Brendan Delaney 
Brendan reported on the progress of 
the proposed Davis Avenue pedestrian 
bridge to Riverview Park. A $500,000 
state grant has been made to this 
effort and a design process will start 
this year. Additional funds will need 
to be raised and construction is being 
planned for 2023.

MINUTES 
Review of Previous General Membership Meeting



Corresponding Secretary 
Kate Kelley 
Absent.

Treasurer’s Report 
Gretchen Serra  
Report read by Joseph Glassbrenner. 

Net Worth Report – As of 4/30/201

Assets — Cash and Bank Accounts
Monument  1,637.63
Pay Pal On Line 2,060.39
Wesbanco OP Acct  12,899.99
SSB OP Acct  8,006.85
State Grant Acct  915.81
United Way    1,173.37
TOTAL Cash and 
Bank Accounts

$26,694.04

A motion to accept was approved.   

Report of Committees:

NSLC 
John Belch and Monique Flowers 
John and Monique reported on the 
Conference’s application process for 
the next Neighborhood Partnership 
Program 6-year plan. A motion to have 
the NSLC conduct a multi-phase pre-
development study for the SCI Woods 
Run property was passed. If sufficient 
funds can be raised this study will 
enable a more detailed view of what can 
be done with this property in the future.

Cleanup 
Tim Maloney 
Tim reported that the spring clean-up 
event was a big success with many 
volunteers and the Adopt-a-Block 
program is in full swing for keeping 
litter at bay. 

Neighborhood Safety 
Donna Kramer and Ray Robinson 
Donna and Richelle Ferree reported 
on their efforts to create a database 
of private security cameras in the 
neighborhood so the police can call on 
certain residents when crime occurs. 
Members have offered to assist in 
communication efforts on this project.

Gardens and Greenspaces 
Ed Gergerich 
Ed reported on the spring flower 
sale success and the plant swap last 
Saturday. Every Saturday in May will be 
a work day for the community gardens 
and volunteers are welcome.

Land Use 
Brendan Delaney 
Brendan stated that construction bids 
are being sought for our rehab houses 
on California and Fleming Avenues. 
Initial design drawings for our new 
construction homes on California have 
been approved.

Memorial Day 
Donna Kramer 
Donna reported that there will not be 
a public commemoration at Legion 
Park for Memorial Day. We are still 
seeking to place flags on graves at 
Highwood  Cemetery on the Saturday 
before the holiday.

Old Business 
None.

New Business 
A resident of Davis Avenue raised a 
problem parking issue at Davis and 
Grenada Street. Efforts on this issue will 
be made with the Resource Officer and 
Councilman Wilson’s office.

Richelle Ferree is contemplating a 
possible outdoor fall haunted house 
walking tour to replace our main 
fundraiser. Anyone with haunted stories 
of neighborhood homes are asked to 
contact her.

Anything for the Good of the  
Federation 
The next General Membership meeting 
will be September 9, 2021.

Approximately 30 persons attended.

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted 
John Belch

Last Page Laugh 
by Tom Kaylor

Why did Joe the roofer call  
off sick?  

He had a bad case of  
the shingles.
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3629 California Ave.
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The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 January 10th, 2013 at the 
John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny General Hospital and we appreciate their 
generosity!
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Membership is also available on-line at www.brightonheights.org

BHCF Treasurer
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 Thursday, September 12, 2013 
at the John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME(S)

ADDRESS CITY, STATE

EMAILZIP CODE + 4

MULTIPLE YEAR BONUS:

New Member Family ($10) Additional Donation
(optional)
for:Senior Citizen ($5)

Renewal
Individual ($7.50)

Social ($5)
Corporate ($20)

Membership for            years

Pay 3 years >>> get 4 years!
Pay 5 years >>> get 7 years!

PHONE

DATE

tttttttt tttttttt

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH.
Make checks payable to BHCF, INC.
Send to: BHCF TREASURER
3629 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15212

Your canceled check is your receipt. Your membership renewal date 
will be printed after your name on your mailing label.

Membership is also available online at www.brightonheights.org

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED FOR US BY ALLEGHENY GENERAL HOSPITAL AND WE APPRECIATE THEIR GENEROSITY!

THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 
MEETING WILL BE LOCATED IN JOHN MORROW AUDITORIUM. VISIT WWW.BRIGHTONHEIGHTS.ORG FOR DETAILS. 


