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This year the tree lighting ceremony was changed to 
allow for more time for the festivities .  The tree was 
lit in Legion Park, but the activities were moved to the 
business district on California Avenue .  “Light the Night 
2014 Festival” was held from 6:30 to 9 PM on December 
6, 2014 .  Neighbors, friends, and families came together to 
celebrate the holiday .  The Northside Gallery Players, JP 
Gallery for Performing Arts, and the Northside Catholic 
School Carolers entertained the crowds .  Santa arrived 
at 7:30PM and hosted visits for the children at Santa’s 
Winter Wonderland on the porch of the Goodrich and 
Geist office on California Avenue.

Craft vendors and local organization concession stands 
lined the sidewalk, and a number of businesses were 
open for the enjoyment of the attendees, including the 
Java House with evening entertainment, Johnny Angel’s 
Ginchy Stuff, and Cycle Path .  A kiddie entertainment 
center was open at the JP Performing Arts Studio, and 
a Chinese Auction was held at the Brighton Heights 

Citizens Federation 
Office.  Wonderful 
gifts for the auction 
were donated by Realtor 
Jessica Baker, Brusco-Falvo 
Funeral Home, California 
Cycle-Path, Elderly Housing 
Development Corporation (Lynn Williams Apartments), 
JP Center for Performing Arts, Donna Kramer, O’Brien 
Funeral Home, Adam Ravenstahl, Dan Regan, and Caitlin 
Thomas Photography .  Proceeds from the auction 
benefited WTAE’s Project Bundle Up and the Brighton 
Heights Federation .  

A very special thanks to Jessica and Brendan Schubert who 
worked long and hard on this celebration .  To top it off, 
Adrian Grace Schubert made a slightly belated appearance 
and was born on Monday, December 1st .  Her wonderful, 
tireless parents still managed to run the show on Saturday, 
the 6th .  If you missed it this year, do plan to attend next year .

Next
General 

Membership 
Meeting

Thursday, Jan. 15th

7:00 PM
Morrow 

Auditorium

Brighton Heights Light  
The Night 2014 Neighborhood 

Holiday Festival
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Happy New Year!  I would like to wish each and every one of 
you a very happy and healthy new year .  We have had a great year 
at Brighton Heights Citizens Federation . I would like to thank 
everyone that had a hand in the accomplishments of BHCF .  We 
have a wonderful neighborhood with amazing residents .

BHCF held elections of board members in November 2014 .  
I would like to welcome four new members to the BHCF 
board of directors, Kate Kelley, Dave Lebec, Megan Miller 
and Brendan Schubert .  I appreciate that you are willing to 
volunteer and help make our community a better place and 
I look forward to working with you in 2015 . I would also like 
to thank Peggy Urzua for her many years of service on the 
BHCF board of directors .  She decided to not seek another 
term on the board .  She has been a valuable asset to the 
federation and always a willing and reliable volunteer .  We 
wish her the best of luck with everything and appreciate 
her years of dedication to BHCF . 

I have mentioned the businesses in Brighton Heights many 
times in my President’s report .  I am very proud of the 
quality of businesses that we have right here in our own 
neighborhood .  I am asking all residents to please support 
our local businesses this year .  I hope to utilize BHCF 

resources to help continue to make each of the local 
businesses successful .  I look forward to working with all of 
them to update our business listings page on our website 
so that we have the most up to date information .     

As many of you may know, the Buhl Foundation has 
committed to dedicating its resources in the Northside 
for the next 10-20 years .  They have been working with 
Northside residents for the last 18 months .  I have had the 
pleasure of being involved in this process as a member of 
one of their strategy teams .  I attended an event on Tuesday, 
December 2, 2014 at Heinz Field that Buhl had to celebrate 
their work in and with the Northside over the last year .  Mr . 
and Mrs . Rooney were gracious enough to host the event 
and welcomed over 400 Northsiders to Heinz Field .  Buhl 
announced that they will be giving $10,000 .00 to each of the 
18 neighborhoods that make up the Northside .  Buhl said 
that this is just the beginning and they hope to work with 
each neighborhood in the years to come .  It is an honor to 
be included in this process and I look forward to working 
with Buhl and the Board of Directors of BHCF to utilize 
this money for Brighton Heights .  I would like to thank The 
Buhl Foundation for their dedication and commitment to 
the Northside .

President’s Report 
by Vince Pallus

This fall the Administration proposed to move $1 .6 million 
that had been dedicated for creation of a Riverview 
Park community center to Uptown to conduct a transit 
study .  North Side communities were given no notice of 
the proposed reallocation, and no alternative to restore 
funding .  Residents of the North Side mobilized quickly, 
signing petitions to halt the move and hold a public hearing .  
Thanks to you, I was able to negotiate an agreement with 
the Administration and the funding is back in the 2015 
budget!  Riverview Park is a regional asset that serves all of 
the communities of the North Side, however it has often 
been overlooked by the City.  The park needs significant 
reinvestment and I will continue to fight for the funding 
that it deserves .  

Winter is nearly upon us, and that means freezing 
temperatures and snow .  When temperatures get below 

freezing, make sure your pets don’t stay outside too long, 
and always make sure they have fresh food and water .  If 
your street needs to be salted or plowed, please call 311 
or feel free to call my office directly.  Keep in mind that 
City crews typically won’t start plowing streets until after 
the snowfall has ended .  If you have elderly or disabled 
neighbors make sure to help them clear their sidewalks 
and driveways .  You can also participate in the Snow Angels 
program, offered through Allegheny County, which matches 
volunteers with elderly or disabled participants who need 
help shoveling snow .  Call 412-863-5939 or 2-1-1, or visit 
http://alleghenysnowangels.org/ for more information .  
As always, feel free to contact my office with any questions 
or concerns .  

PHONE: 412-255-2135 
VIA DISTRICT 1 FEEDBACK: 
 http://pittsburghpa .gov/district1/feedback  

From Darlene Harris 



BHCF Information List

BHCF Answer Line:                           412-734-0233 

BHCF FAX:                                      412-734-0234 

E-Mail:                            bhcf@brightonheights .org  

Web Site:                         www .brightonheights .org 

ALCOSAN (odor control)         412-766-9445

Allegheny Co Health Dept         412-578-8390

Building Inspection          412-255-2176

Building Permits:          412-255-2175

Burned Out Street Light         412-255-5483

City Council Office          412-255-2142

City Council Rep for BH         412-255-2135

City Planning           412-255-2200

Emergency            911

Environmental Services                     412-255-2780

Graffiti in the neighborhood               311

You are a direct victim                       911

Graffiti Busters (will remove it)          412-255-2872

Graffiti Watch           412-255-2272

Litter Hot Line (PA State)          888-548-8372

Mayor’s Office                                 412-255-2626

Mayor’s Response Line                     311

Organized Crime, Narcotics,              
and Intelligence Division (ONI)          412-665-4300

Parking Authority          412-560-7275

Pittsburgh School Police                     412-622-3520

Police – Zone 1                      412-323-7201

Public Works           412-255-2790

Refuse/Recycling          412-255-2773

Do You Have a New Neighbor?
If so, let us know, BHCF will give them a one year free 
membership and send them a newsletter for a year .  And if 
you would like to write something about Brighton Heights, 
please feel free to send your article to: 

BHCF Newsletter
3629 California Ave . Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Or E-Mail it to Editor, Dave Lebec
submissions@brightonheights .org

This newsletter is printed for us by 
Allegheny General Hospital and we 

appreciate their generosity.

Newsletter Committee:
Dave Lebec:    Editor
Erin Marie Yourd:   Copy Editor
Joan Bellisario:    Reporter
Irene Jakubowski, Gert Long  
and Tom Kaylor:    Distribution

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and 
not necessarily those of the membership of the board .

BHCF Board of Directors:
Officers

 President:    Vince Pallus
 Vice President:    Kelly Day 
 Treasurer:   Suzanne Smolin
 Corresponding Sec:   Lauren Stauffer
 Recording Secretary:   John Belch 

Directors
Janice Johns Engelman, Bill Goodrich, Tom Kaylor, M . Kate 

Kelly, Donna Kramer, Dave Lebec, Gert Long, Tim Maloney, 
Megan Miller, John Norman, Brendan Schubert, Helen 

Wehner, Jeff Worsinger 

The United Way #188
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation is a United Way 
agency .  You can make a donation to the Federation by 
choosing #188 on your donation form . All United Way 
donations are used exclusively for children’s activities 
such as the Halloween Parade .

Any member making a United Way donation receives free 
membership in the Federation . Usually paperwork does not 
catch up to us until the year after the donation .

Membership Renewal
Check the date after your name on your mailing label 
and make sure your membership is up to date .  If it is not, 
please renew your membership now, either by sending in a 
renewal with the form on the back of the newsletter, or by 
going to our website online and renewing it by PayPal .
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Fall Cleanup
The fall cleanup/Pitt Make a Difference Day was a rousing 
success this year with 39 Pitt students and a student 
leader showing up on October 18th for our semi-annual 
neighborhood trash pick-up . There were also about a dozen 
volunteers from Brighton Heights who helped out as well .  
We lent a few students to Brightwood to assist in cleaning 
up their neighborhood and between the two neighborhoods, 
they collected 50 large bags of trash as well as tires and 
other large objects .  We were able to cover the whole 
neighborhood for the first time since having this event. 

Some of the Pitt students also painted the remaining 
section of the fence along Brighton Heights Blvd, so the 
fence has now been completely re-painted .  Other students 
assisted Susan Benn and her garden team with planting 
bulbs and winterizing the gardens .  We are so grateful to 
these students who take time out of their busy schedule to 
come and help make our neighborhood beautiful!  Thank 
you to the Brighton Heights volunteers as well!

Nextdoor Pittsburgh

Have you joined our online neighborhood? Nextdoor 
is a private community network that let’s you meet and 

coordinate with neighbors, the Mayor of Pittsburgh, and 
other community resources . Check out how Brighton 
Heights and its members are using Nextdoor to create 
volunteer engagement and change in the neighborhood on 
our website at brightonheights .org 

Interested in sharing a story with your 
community?

Submit your story in less than 250 words using the 
submission link on the brightonheights .org homepage .

Newsletter Submissions Deadline
This is a reminder that the deadline for your entry to the 
Brighton Heights Newsletter is approaching . Please submit 
your article to me as an attachment no later than the 
February 1st . Thank you for your cooperation .

Dave Lebec  |  Editor  |  submissions@brightonheights .org

Go Green by getting your newsletter by email 
Email newsletters contain links to related stories, additional 
stories not included in the printed copy and helps the 
federation put more of our funding to local initiatives .

Our Legion Park Christmas Tree
While the festivities for Santa were moved to the business 
district on California Avenue, we still wanted to have our 
eccentric, ever growing Christmas tree in Legion Park light 
up our winter nights.  After a few failed attempts to find 
someone with a couple bucket trucks to help us string the 
lights, Allegheny City Electric came to our rescue on a cold, 
misty (and sometimes rainy) Monday morning in December . 

Josh Willison and Chris Janiszewski manned the trucks 
assisted by “Chosen Frozen” neighbors Judy Bendtsen, 
Pete and Joan Bellisario, Tom Kaylor, Vince Pallus, and Peggy 
Urzua .  Tom kept the group laughing and slightly warmer 
with his frequent puns, but it was a bone chilling three hour 
endeavor .  The lights may be up and on for a while, at least 
until the weather gets a bit warmer . They have to stay on 
to keep the squirrels from eating the lines! Thank heavens 
they are LED lights .  Enjoy them! 

From Donna Kramer 
Welcome Officer Crawford: We would like to 
welcome Officer Larry Crawford as our new Crime 
Prevention Officer of Zone One.  He has been an officer 
for 10 years .  We look forward to working with him in our 
communities .  Good Luck in your new position .

Farewell Officer Hodges: Officer Forrest Hodges has 
been a police officer for 20 years.  He retired in October 
as Zone One Crime Prevention Officer.  We would like to 
thank him for all of his years of service, especially those years 
in our neighborhood .  We appreciate the fact that he not 
only cared about each of our communities, but also cared 
about each and every one of us individually .  He touched our 
lives and our hearts in a very personal way .  His devotion to 
the people was extraordinary .  In the 20 years of service on 
the force, he showed us how working together can make 
a difference . We will certainly miss working with him .  It is 
with a heavy heart that we bid him a fond farewell, but NOT 
good-bye!   May God bless him and his family during his 
retirement years .  Good luck and keep in touch .

Farewell Commander Brackney: I first met 
Commander Brackney while attending the Citizen’s Police 
Academy in 1997 .  She inspired me with her drive for going 
above and beyond to resolve issues, and I have great respect 
for her.  She has been a police officer for 30 years.  She has 
made a positive impact in each zone she served .  Thank you 
for all the years you served as Commander here in Zone One .  
As you leave us as our outgoing Commander, we wish you 
well in your new position in Major Crimes at headquarters .  
We will miss you, and you will always hold a very special place 
in our hearts .  God Bless you and keep in touch .
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Reduced Rates  
on Fishing Licenses,  
Energy-Saving Tips

State Rep . Adam Ravenstahl (D) Allegheny
www .pahouse .com/Ravenstahl

There’s good news for people 
who enjoy fishing. The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission has reduced the price of fishing licenses for 
the 2015 season . Beginning Dec . 1, prices will be reduced 
by approximately 5 percent, or $1, for resident and non-
resident annual licenses . With the reduction, the price for 
Pennsylvania residents will be $21 .70 for an annual license . 
In addition, people who purchase 3-year and 5-year licenses 
will see a $3 or $5 reduction, respectively, If they buy 
their licenses in December . The price of a 3-year license 
for residents will be $61 .70, while a 5-year license will 
cost $101 .70 . Trout/Salmon permits, Lake Erie permits and 
combo permits are not included in the price reduction . The 
discounts also apply to gift vouchers for annual licenses 
purchased throughout the year and to gift vouchers for 
multi-year licenses purchased in December .

You may purchase fishing licenses online through the Fish 
and Boat Commission’s Outdoor Shop . They can also be 
purchased through various licensing agencies around the 
region, compiled here. More information about fishing 
in the commonwealth can be found on the Fish and Boat 
Commission’s website, www.fish.state.pa.us.

Stay warm this winter and save money! We’ve 
already experienced below-freezing temperatures, and the 
calendar hasn’t even turned to winter .

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission has some tips on 
how you can save on winter energy costs . The PUC suggests 
that you: Install a programmable furnace thermostat that 
lowers the temperature automatically at night and raises 
the temperature during the day . (For every degree you raise 
or lower your thermostat settings, you can see a difference 
of up to 3 percent in energy costs .) If you’re not able to 
install a new thermostat, try turning down your current 
thermostat by a couple of degrees, if at all possible . Change 
your filters in your heating system. Clogged filters can slow 
airflow and cause your furnace to work harder and run 
longer than necessary . Make sure your home is properly 
insulated . Proper insulation will ensure your home is warmer 
in the winter and cooler in the summer . Ask your utility 
provider about participating in a budget billing program . 
These programs average bills out over 12 months and give 
you a “fixed” amount to pay each month, not just during the 
winter. (Budget billing does not guarantee an annual fixed 
rate as bills are subject to quarterly adjustments based on 
usage .) For more information, call 1-800-692-7380.

Trash Talk
by Karyn Pappert (Adopt-A-Block Volunteer)

Deja vu—here we were one month 
later, gearing up to do the October trash 

pick-up .  What a gorgeous fall day—sunny, mild temp, 
with a brisk wind!  

In the world of trash pick-up, wind is always a factor .  Ryan 
Hartle (my trusty assistant who is doing community 
service for the National Junior Honor Society) agreed 
that we would either be running after the trash or the 
wind would get rid of it for us!  

As it turned out, the wind left some behind .  Besides wind, 
another factor of this fall pick-up was the accumulation 
of leaves—everywhere!  They disguised the trash to 
look like trash .  Ryan and I were fooled more than 
once .  (Who knew that some leaves have red stems, 
making the stem look like weed-whacker string?)

We don’t know if it was the wind or the leaf cover, 
but we had very little trash in our corner of Brighton 
Heights!  What took us over two hours last month only 
took an hour and 25 minutes this month .  Either we’re 
getting better at what we do or the good people of our 
streets are becoming trash conscious!

We did have some trash observations, as usual .  The 
smokers are trying to quit once again–the discarded 
packs were down to five!  They were replaced by lots 
of thirsty folks—plastic bottles, cups, aluminum cans 
were everywhere!   As for fast food—alive but not as 
well as last month .  One particularly nasty discard was 
a Styrofoam container with napkin, etc . with disguised 
water that promptly sprayed on my pants .  Yuck! 

The unusual pick-up did not disappoint, Once I had it 
in my hand, ready to place into the bag did I realize 
that I had a severely flattened, dried out squirrel!  Ryan 
wanted no parts of it and wouldn’t even look in my 
direction as I got it out of sight .  (I should have saved 
it to put on the toasted half of an English muffin that I 
found later .)     

Other than the previously mentioned squirrel, our pick-
up was uneventful, so I had to resort to asking Ryan 
educational type questions (You can take the teacher 
out of the classroom, but you can’t take the classroom 
out of the teacher!) .  He answered every one correctly 
and with good humor .  (Where was he when I was 
actually IN the classroom???)

Anyway—job completed, and if I don’t say so myself, a 
job well done by both of us!
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The annual Brighton Heights Halloween Parade was held 
on Saturday, October 25, 2014 .  It was a beautiful sunny day, 
and we had 249 children march in the parade from Kunsak’s 
parking lot to Legion Park .  The marchers were each given a 

bag of goodies, with treats ranging from chocolates and 
candy, donated by our Giant Eagles and Bill Goodrich, to 
crackers courtesy of Darlene Harris, and coloring books 
and safety hints from Adam Ravenstahl, all in lively silver 

bags donated by Goodrich and Geist law firm.

Only two judges were present, so they had a big job to 
do with an almost record number of children in costume .  

We hadn’t had that many children since 2005 .  The judges, 
Judy Bendtsen and Kelly Shesko (Carnegie Woods Run 
Library Children’s Librarian) worked during registration 
from 11:30 to 12:30 .  As always, they had a very hard job 
picking out just fifteen winners from all the beautiful and 
innovative costumes assembled .  

While the children waited for the parade to start, they 
were entertained by giant puppets from our neighbor 
Cheryl Capezzuti’s stable of characters .  The parade was led 

The 2014  

Halloween  

Parade
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by our neighborhood fire truck from the Orchlee Street 
station .  We welcomed back a pair of mounted police from 
the County Mounties .  The Perry High School Band and Jr 
ROTC participated in our parade for the first time. 

 A team of dancers led by Jessica Schubert from JP Gallery for 
Performing Arts Studio followed the marchers up Davis Avenue 
to the beat of music from Brendan Schubert’s musical car .  The 
dancers included Grace Ermlich, Kaydence Kiger, McKenna 
Donahue, Maoy Lancaster, Ella and Calla Fiscus, and Cassidy 
Sluss .  The banner bearers for the parade were:  Esme (Fairy) 
& Mieka (Demon) Chartrand, Danielle Mathews (Werewolf), 
Devonn Nelson (Scream), and Patrick Bronder (Wizard) .

The fifteen winners, in no particular order, were:
Christopher Lucas dressed as a Beeker
Reanna Lao dressed as Tinker Bell
Angel Wright dressed as a Snow Cone
Isabelle Wojichowski as a Salad Bar
Jonah Collins dressed as Batman
Trinity Bowker dressed as a female Robin
Lily Weatherford Brown dressed as Flutter Shy
Harper Weatherford Brown dressed as Dr Whoovex
Henry Weatherford-Brown dressed as Minecraft Penguin
Reed Weatherford Brown dressed as a Dragon
Lucia Lazzara-Goodrich dressed as a Day of the Dead Skeleton
Jim Paul dressed as a Zombie Baseball Player
Amora McNeal dressed as Little Bo Peep
 Alectra McNeal dressed as Sally
 Kiley McNeal dressed as Lovely Lady Locks

The Best Children: Robert, Andrew, James, Kyle, Kaleb, 
Kaylie, Jacob and Cheyenne dressed as Snow White & the 
Seven Dwarfs

We couldn’t have the parade without all the volunteers 
who planned the event, shopped for the candy and prizes, 
packed the candy bags, set up the parking lot, Legion Park 
and the barricades, and manned the events at Kunsak’s 
parking lot and Legion Park on the day of the parade .

These included:
John & Mary Lou Belch
Pete & Joan Bellisario
Janice & Roy Engleman
Jo Harding
Irene Jakubowski
Tom & Mary Ann Kaylor
Donna Kramer

Dave Lebec
Gert Long
Kathy & Jim Miller
Megan Miller
Vince Pallus
Peggy Urzua
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When November rolls around, elections are on our minds, 
not only for the politicians, but also for the Board of the 
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation .  We appreciate that 
the following members volunteered to serve on the board 
for the next two years:

            Bill Goodrich
            Janice Johns-Engelman
            Mary Kate Kelley
            Donna Kramer
            Dave Lebec
            Megan Miller and
            Brendan Schubert 

Three of the elected directors were already members of 
the board .  Bill Goodrich has been on the board since 2003 
and serves as our legal advocate and advisor . Janice Johns-
Engelman has been a board member since 2002 and chairs 
the Welcoming Committee . Donna Kramer has been the 
Crime and Safety Committee representative since at least 
1998 and has been on the board most of that time .  We 
are grateful to them for agreeing to renew their service as 
board members .

Our four new board members are:  
Mary Kate Kelley moved here 12 years ago when she 
and Ryan Little were married .  Previously, she lived in the 
Mexican War Streets, and Ryan lived in Squirrel Hill .  Although 
they have each enjoyed living in the Burgh for 20 years, they are 
not natives .  Originally, she is from the wilds of Beaver County, 
and Ryan was born in Indiana County . Country folk by birth, 
city dwellers by choice!  They are enjoying raising kids, cats 
and a good variety of backyard vegetables in a big old house 
on a tiny city lot . As board member she plans to further her 
role as public school activist and John Morrow Elementary 
School advocate .  Brighton Heights is an old neighborhood 
growing younger . So her goals as a board member revolve 
around keeping our community safe and fun for families, and 
making Morrow the best choice for our kids .  

Dave Lebec has lived in Brighton Heights since 1987 . Prior 
to that, he lived in various neighborhoods barely three miles 
from each other on the Northside . He attended St . Gabriel’s and 
St . Leo’s Schools and graduated from The Bishop Latin School 
(the final graduating class) and has a degree from Duquesne 
University in Journalism . He recently retired after working 31 
years for the Pittsburgh Public Schools working primarily with 
Special needs students in vocational education classes . He really 
doesn’t know what to expect or what he intends to accomplish 
being on the Board, but will play it by ear .  He has served as our 
newsletter editor for the past couple years .

Megan Miller has lived in Brighton Heights on Termon 
Avenue since June of 2013 with her husband Jerin .  Born and 
raised in Sewickley, she graduated from The Pennsylvania 

State University in 2012 with a bachelors in Electrical 
Engineering . She now works for the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers .  She started to attend/volunteer for the 
Garden and Greenspace Commitee in August, and hopes to 
join the House Tour committee as well .  She loves the friendly 
neighbors, old architecture, and location of Brighton Heights 
and joined so that she can get to know the community better 
and help in any way that she can!  

Brendan Schubert is a life-long resident of the City of 
Pittsburgh .  He has lived with his wife on the North Side for the 
past six years .  His wife Jessica owns and operates JP Gallery for 
the Preforming Arts .  Brendan has worked for the State House 
of Representatives, the Department of City Planning, and 
currently works for the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
as the Manager of External Affairs where his responsibilities fall 
within government relations, business developer and strategic 
communications .  He holds an undergraduate degree from 
University of Pittsburgh and a Masters in Public Management 
from Carnegie Mellon University-Heinz College .  Brendan also 
sits on the Board of Directors for Rebuilding Together, a $2 
Billion national organization focused on providing home repairs 
for the needed and veterans .  Currently he and his wife are 
expecting their first child (by the time this article is published 
their child will be born) .  When asked Brendan said, “I want 
to use all of my skills, relationships, and abilities to make our 
neighborhood an even better neighborhood .  My main focus 
will be supporting the board with that lens in mind, and I have 
volunteered to chair the fundraising committee . We are looking 
for volunteers to help us out!”

We must also thank five former board member for their 
years of faithful service and for continuing to serve the 
Federation in other capacities .  Judy Bendtsen had been 
on the board since 2007 and now continues as an Office 
Steward and manages the schedule for all the Stewards . 
She volunteers for almost every activity in some way or 
another .  Susan Benn had been a board member since 2007 
and designed and coordinated our many gardens .  She came 
up with the idea of the Art Show that was held in our office 
two years ago .  She will remain involved in the Garden and 
Green Space Committee and continues to oversee our 
flower gardens.   Peggy Urzua has been a board member 
since 2006 and worked with the Garden and Green 
Space Committee, has been an Adopt a Block volunteer, 
a member of the House Tour Committee, an office 
steward, and the BHCF representative for the Northside 
Leadership Conference .  She volunteers at many of our 
other activities and is continuing to be an office steward 
and one of the history consultants for the annual House 
Tour.  Helen Lorinc remains an office steward, maintains 
the membership list, and sells the 50/50 raffle tickets at the 
general membership meetings .   Jessica Mooney continues 
as the chairman of the Housing Committee .

Board of Directors Election
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

Jan . 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .New Year’s Day
Jan . 15  .  .  . General Membership Meeting
Jan . 19  .  .  .  .  . Martin Luther King Jr . Day

Feb . 14  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Valentine’s Day
Feb . 16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President’s Day
Feb . 18  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ash Wednesday

Mar . 8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Set Clocks Forward
Mar . 12  .  . General Membership Meeting
Mar . 17  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . St . Patrick’s Day

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2
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24
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

APRIL MAY JUNE

Apr . 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . First Day of Passover
Apr . 5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Easter

May 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mother’s Day
May 14  .  . General Membership Meeting
May 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Flower Planting 
May 25  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Memorial Day

Jun . 14  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Flag Day
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . House & Garden Tour
Jun . 21  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Father’s Day

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Oct . 12  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Columbus Day
Oct . 31  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Halloween Parade

Nov . 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Set Clocks Back
Nov . 3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vote
Nov . 11  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Veteran’s Day
Nov . 12  .  . General Membership Meeting
Nov . 26  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thanksgiving

Dec . 25  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Christmas

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
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19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5
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JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Jul . 3  .  . Independence Day (Observed) Sep . 7   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Labor Day
Sep . 10   .  . General Membership Meeting
Sep . 14   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rosh Hashanah Begins
Sep . 23   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Yom Kippur
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November 13, 2014
The meeting was brought to order at 
7:05 p .m .

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited .

The Minutes from the September 11, 
2014 General Membership meeting 
were approved without corrections .

Special Guests:
Pittsburgh Police Chief, Cameron McClay

Newly hired Chief McClay gave 
members a brief history of his 
background and experience . He then 
expressed his ideas for the department 
including rebuilding both respect for 
leadership internally and support within 
all segments of our community .  He 
would like improve the way incoming 
data is processed to increase police 
effectiveness . He answered questions 
concerning community policing, the 
size of the force, retaining officers and 
recruitment possibilities using JROTC 
and Veterans .  Asked about his goals, he 
answered: “to close the gap” between 
police officers and the community 
and also between the leadership and 
officers.

Council Person Darlene Harris

Darlene was introduced and answered 
member questions .

Report of Officers and Others:

President’s Report 
Vince Pallus

Vince stated that tonight we will 
hold Board of Director elections 
which comprise half of the Board .  
He announced that Peggy Urzua has 
resigned from the Board and thanked 
her for many years of service .  He is 
continuing to attend Buhl Foundation 
meetings on behalf of their North 

Side initiatives .  Gateway signs for the 
neighborhood are being designed and 
the first would be installed at the Love 
Your Block grant lot at McClure and 
Woods Run .  Triangle Tech students 
may be involved with the design and 
installation .  More information will 
follow . The new BHCF email address 
will be bhcf@brightonheights .org .  
Replying to a member question, Vince 
reported that the two apartment 
buildings at California and Termon 
Avenues have been sold to an owner 
who is planning to secure the fire 
damaged one and to rehab both for 
market rate rentals .

Vice President 
Kelly Day

Absent .

Corresponding Secretary
Lauren Stauffer

Absent .

Treasurer’s Report
Suzanne Smolin

Net Worth Report – As of 11/16/2014

Assets - Cash and Bank Accounts

Bank CD                          0 .00

Monument                    1,637 .63

Operating Account                 1,074 .49

SSB OP Account       24,530 .04

State Grant Account         909 .89

United Way                        4,705 .86

TOTAL                            $ 32,857 .91

Suzanne reported that the City grant 
money for expenses incurred for the 
years 2011-2013 has been received 
and deposited .  The Treasurer’s report 
was approved .

NSLC 
Lauren Stauffer

Absent . 

Vince introduced Larry Ehrlich who 
is one of our representatives on the 
NSLC Education committee . Larry 
reported that the committee meets 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month with the 
exception of this month at 4 Allegheny 
Center at 6pm . Parents of school age 
children are encouraged to bring their 
ideas and effort to improve our schools 
to these meetings . 

Neighborhood  
Safety Committee 

Donna Kramer 

Donna reported that Officer Hodges 
has retired and our new community 
officers are Larry Crawford and Kim 
Stanley .  Commander Brackney will 
be moving from Zone 1 to the major 
crimes division .  A pilot program to use 
social services to decrease recurring 
low-level crime is being started .   
Resident concerns about children after 
school were aired and Donna will take 
these issues to both police and the 
school .

 
Gardens and Greenspaces 

Susan Benn

As the season has ended Vince thanked 
all on the committee for the great 
work done this year .

Housing Committee
Jessica Mooney

Absent .

Vince reported that the Committee 
will meet next week .

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

MINUTES
Review of Previous General Membership Meeting
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Communications Committee 
Lauren Stauffer

Absent .

Vince reported that more help with 
our communications efforts is welcome 
and a professional from PWSA who is 
also a resident has volunteered to help .  
The next newsletter deadline will be 
December 1 and articles can be sent 
to submissions@brighton heights .org . 

Education Committee
Kelly Day

Absent .

In Kelly’s absence Vince introduced 
Kate Kelly who has been working on 
the committee as well .  She detailed 
the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts 
mosaic tile project set for the 3rd 
grade at Morrow Elementary .  This 
is a 10-session artist–in-residence 
program .  The Manchester Craftsmen’s 
Guild is providing funding for the artist 
and curriculum .  $600 is needed for the 
supplies . The BHCF has agreed to fund 
those supplies in order to bring this 
opportunity to Morrow .

Cleanup Committee 
Tim Maloney

Tim reported that the Pitt Make 
a Difference day on October 18 
was a big success with over 50 bags 
of trash collected and 170 feet of 
railing repainted on Brighton Heights 
Boulevard .

House Tour  
Kristen Priestly

Kristen announced that planning is 
starting for the 2015 house tour 
anyone interested in helping should 
contact her .

Light the Night Holiday 
Extravaganza 

Jessica Schubert

Jessica Schubert is heading up our 
Holiday event .  It will now be called 
Light the Night Holiday Extravaganza .  
It will be held December 6 from 6:30-
9:30 . The event will be held in the 
business district with the tree in Legion 
Park continuing to be lit for the season .  
She has scheduled performers, crafters, 
vendors and businesses to participate .  
A volunteer meeting will be held on 
11/23 at 6 p .m .

Welcome Committee  
Janice Johns-Engelman/Jeff Worsinger

Anyone with knowledge of new 
neighbors are encouraged to call Janice 
at 412-732-0167 for an official welcome 
and free one year membership to the 
organization .

Board Election 
Andy McClaren

Andy McClaren, chair of the Nominating 
committee, conducted our election 
for half of the Board .  On even years it 
does not include the officers.  The slate 
included Janice Johns-Engleman, Bill 
Goodrich, Donna Kramer, Dave Lebec 
and Brendan Schubert . Two nominations 
were accepted from the floor- Megan 
Miller and Kate Kelly . By acclamation all 
were elected .

Old Business 
None .

New Business
None .

Anything for the Good 
of the Federation

Donna Kramer reminded residents 
that The Rotary Club will again be 
sponsoring Thanksgiving dinners for 
those in need . Please call 412-323-
7201 at Zone 1 to register names of 
residents who would benefit from 
this effort .

Bill Bradley, co-owner of the Java and 
Cream coffee house stated that they 
welcome any groups or committees 
that need space for meetings and that 
they are now booking live music at 
their location .

The 50/50 Raffle prize was $32.00 and 
won by Larry Ehrlich who donated it 
to the Federation .

Approximately 40 persons attended .

Adjournment: 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

Respectfully submitted 
John Belch

The next General Membership 
meeting will be January 8, 2015.

Last Page 
Laugh

By Tom Kaylor

Upon completion 
of his physical exam, 
Dr . Brown advised 
Mr . Jones to cut 

back on his drinking .  “But Doc”, Mr . 
Jones explained “I’ve been drinking ever 
since I read the book .”  “What book, 
the doctor asked”?  “You know, Mr . 
Jones said, the one written by Norman 
Vincent Peale”  . . .”The Power of Positive 
Drinking” .
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Brighton Heights Citizens Federation
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 January 10th, 2013 at the 
John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny General Hospital and we appreciate their 
generosity!
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Membership is also available on-line at www.brightonheights.org

BHCF Treasurer
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 Thursday, September 12, 2013 
at the John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 15th, 2015 
at John Morrow Auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.


