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President’s Report - March 2014
by Vince Pallus

Got Brighton Heights?  We do!  There is a lot going on in Brighton Heights 
right now and we are getting noticed.  We have had numerous people 
tell us they like what they are seeing in our neighborhood.  We have new 
businesses in our business districts, new residents and a new passion for our 
neighborhood.  The BHCF board and committees are dedicated to making 
Brighton Heights the best neighborhood in the City of Pittsburgh.  We would 
like to thank each and every committee chair for their enthusiasm and hard 
work.  

BHCF had the privilege of being a part of the 25th anniversary of the Allegheny 
General Hospital Northside Partnership.  It is a partnership between the 
Northside Leadership Conference and Allegheny General Hospital.  It started 
on a Tuesday morning when Pittsburgh City Council presented a Proclamation 
in recognition of the long lasting partnership.  The proclamation declared 
Thursday, January 30, 2014 “AGH-Northside Partnership Day”.  On Thursday, 
January 30, 2014, Allegheny General Hospital hosted a re-signing ceremony 
that focused on two and a half decades of commitment to the community.  
Twenty five years ago the Northside community and AGH saw the need for 
a partnership and have worked together to realize their common goals for 
the neighborhood.  It was great to see the original community members that 
made this agreement possible at the event. It shows that community groups 
can make a difference in our neighborhoods.  

Everyone involved with BHCF has a great passion for our neighborhood and 
its community members.  We are in the process of adding content and more 
information to our website.  It is a great place to see what is going on in the 
neighborhood and upcoming events.  Please let us know if you have an event 
or would like to volunteer.

Next 
General 

Membership 
Meeting

Thur. March, 13
7:00 PM
Morrow 

Auditorium

Go Green by getting your 
newsletter by email 

Email newsletters contain links to related 
stories, additional stories not included 
in the printed copy and helps the 
federation put more of our funding to 
local initiatives.

Interested in sharing a story 
with your community?

Submit your story in less than 250 
words using the submission link on the 
brightonheights.org homepage.

BHCF President Vince Pallus attending the re-signing ceremony.

This is a reminder that the deadline for your entry to the Brighton Heights 
Newsletter is approaching. Please submit your article to me as an attachment 
no later than the 10th of April. Thank you for your cooperation.

Dave Lebec  |  Editor  |  submissions@brightonheights.org

Newsletter Submissions Deadline
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Our Christmas Tree
The Christmas tree in Legion Park fared a lot better this 
year than in 2012.  On the advice from the Duquesne Light 
workers, we decided to leave the lights on constantly to 
discourage the squirrels.  It must have worked, because they 
did not chew a single line.  And in our defense to the animal 
rights people, we also found no dead squirrels under the 
tree.  

We were once again helped by a Duquesne Light Co grant 
which sent two bucket trucks to the park in January to take 
the lights down.  We are grateful to Rich Heintz and Lee 
Kim for being so kind in helping us.  It is amazing to see how 
much that tree has grown in just a few short years.  The 
investment we made in LED lights for the tree really paid off, 
as our electricity bill was very low, even in keeping the lights 
on all the time.  Hope you enjoyed it!

Bet you didn’t know... BHCF has an electric 
meter the specifically for Legion Park, as well as 
an electric meter to light the Brighton Heights 
Tree Sign on 65 and pays those electric bills on 
behalf out the community for these amenities. 

Officers on Bikes Offer 
Safety in our Neighborhood

Donna Kramer

Zone 1-Police Officers have 2 bicycle police who cycle 
throughout the North Side making their presence known and 
keeping an eye on what’s happening around them. They have 
been seen cycling in our Brighton Heights neighborhood, 
riding their bikes in even in this crazy cold weather.  
Together these officers have 26 years of service between 
them and a whole lot of experience.. They travel mostly 
during the daylight hours with their hours changing with the 
seasons.
These officers are very approachable, so If you see them, 
feel free to talk to them about any issues you are aware of 
on your street or in your area. You might also want to thank 
them for their presence in our neighborhood!

Corbett Budget Shaky:
Relies On One-Time 

Funding Sources
State Rep. Jake Wheatley

Gov. Tom Corbett unveiled his new proposed budget on Feb. 
4. While I am pleased he wants to restore more than $200 
million of the nearly $1 billion he cut from K-12 education in 
2011, I am concerned that his budget would rely too heavily 
on one-time funding sources, totaling more than $1 billion.

These unsustainable sources of funding would be used to 
fill budget gaps caused mostly by the more than $2 billion 
in corporate tax breaks given out since Gov. Corbett took 
office, and because these sources are one-time, they would 
leave another massive deficit for whoever is governor in 
2015. That is not a good foundation for the education and 
economic development our communities need.

I am also concerned that the governor also continues to 
leave about 500,000 people without health insurance by 
refusing the federally funded Medicaid expansion. Instead, 
he is pushing his own plan that the federal government 
is unlikely to accept as is. More than half the states have 
accepted Medicaid expansion already. Several of them are 
Republican-run, including two of Pennsylvania’s neighbors – 
Ohio and New Jersey. Our residents deserve to have our 
federal tax dollars returning here too. The federal funds for 
Medicaid would also help to balance our state budget.

As a member of the Appropriations Committee, I will be 
asking questions about this budget as the process moves 
forward and advocating for priorities that matter to 
Pittsburgh, including health care, education and jobs. The 
governor’s budget is only a proposal, and the legislature still 
has to vote on it.

If you have a state-related question, please call my office 
at 412-471-7760. You can receive updates from me online 
at www.facebook.com/RepWheatley and www.twitter.com/
RepWheatley. 
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Do You Have a New Neighbor?
If so, let us know, BHCF will give them a one year free 
membership and send them a newsletter for a year.  And if 
you would like to write something about Brighton Heights, 

please feel free to send your article to: 

BHCF Newsletter
3629 California Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Or E-Mail it to Editor Dave Lebec
submissions@brightonheights.org

This newsletter is printed for us by 
Allegheny General Hospital and we 

appreciate their generosity.

Newsletter Committee:
Dave Lebec, Editor

Bill Day, Copy Editor
Joan Bellisario, Reporter

Irene Jakubowski, Gert Long, Tom Kaylor, Distribution

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and 
not necessarily those of the membership of the board.

BHCF Board of Directors:
officers

 President:    Vince Pallus
 Vice-President:    Kelly Day 
 Treasurer:   Suzanne Smolin
 Corresponding Sec:   Lauren Stauffer
 Recording Secretary:   John Belch 

directors
Susan Benn, Kelly Day, Janice Johns Engelman, Bill Goodrich, 

Tom Kaylor, Donna Kramer, Gert Long, Tim Maloney, 
John Norman, Peggy Urzua, Helen Wehner, Jeff  Worsinger 

The United Way #188
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation is a United Way agency.  
You can make a donation to the Federation by choosing #188 
on your donation form. All United Way donations are used 
exclusively for children’s activities such as the Halloween 
Parade.

Any member making a United Way donation receives free 
membership in the Federation. Usually paperwork does not 
catch up to us until the year after the donation.

Membership Renewal
Check the date after your name on your mailing label and 
make sure your membership is up to date.  If it is not, please 
renew your membership now, either by sending in a renewal 
with the form on the back of the newsletter, or by going to 
our website online and renewing it by PayPal.

BHCF Information List

BHCF Answer Line:                           412-734-0233 

BHCF FAX:                                      412-734-0234 

E-Mail:                    brightonheights@yahoo.com  

Web Site:                     www.brightonheights.org 

ALCOSAN (odor control)         412-766-9445

Allegheny Co Health Dept         412-578-8390

Building Inspection          412-255-2176

Building Permits:          412-255-2175

Burned Out Street Light         412-255-5483

City Council Office          412-255-2142

City Council Rep for BH         412-255-2135

City Planning           412-255-2200

Emergency            911

Environmental Services                     412-255-2780

Graffiti in the neighborhood               311

You are a direct victim                       911

Graffiti Busters (will remove it)          412-255-2872

Graffiti Watch           412-255-2272

Litter Hot Line (PA State)          888-548-8372

Mayors’s Office                                 412-255-2626

Mayor’s Response Line                     311

Organized Crime, Narcotics,              412-665-4300

Parking Authority          412-560-7275

Pittsburgh School Police                     412-622-3520

Police – Zone 1                      412-323-7201

Public Works           412-255-2790

Refuse/Recycling          412-255-2773
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2014-15 Budget Proposal 
is Missed Opportunity  

Senator Wayne D. Fontana, 42nd Senatorial District
www.senatorfontana.com

After three years of deep budget cuts and elimination of 
essential programs under his administration, Governor 
Corbett has attempted to rebound by reinstating some 
funding to critical programs under his 2014-15 budget 
proposal unveiled in February.  However, some of the 
proposed restorations fall far short of the cumulative cuts 
over the past three years. The damage has already been 
done and the consequences have long been evident.  

The proposed 2014-15 budget would bring the state’s 
general fund to $29.4 billion, an increase of 3.3 percent 
from the current year. The spending plan would be balanced 
with more than $1.1 billion in one time expenditures that 
will only perpetuate budget problems in future years, while 
funding more tax cuts for big business, but with no real plan 
to grow jobs or help our middle-class families. 

Cumulative cuts for education have totaled nearly $2.5 billion 
under this administration. Not only are there no proposed 
increases in the basic education subsidy for 2014-15, but the 
new “Ready to Learn” block grants as proposed come with 
strings attached with regard to how school districts may use 
this funding.  

The governor has finally proposed a greater investment in 
job training programs, but we should be making a bigger 
commitment to proven programs that create jobs and help 
businesses succeed and expand.  The administration’s agenda 
of giving big businesses $1.2 billion in tax breaks over the 
past three years has clearly not worked because far too 
many people are still out of work.

Over the next several months as the budget is deliberated, I 
will continue standing with my Senate Democratic colleagues 
to fight for a budget that is fair for working families, properly 
funds our schools and provides the necessary resources for 
our seniors and those individuals who need the most help.  

Digging My Neighborhood
 Tom Polard

tom@popularpittsburgh.com

Ten years ago on a frigid January night, I found myself exiting 
the Pennsylvania turnpike at Monroeville as I was heading 
home.  A winter snowstorm changed a 5-hour drive into 
an all day ordeal. After paying the toll I was able to travel 
nonstop for about a hundred yards before joining the stop 
and go traffic on the parkway.  Everyone in the traffic jam 
had some place special to go. I was going  home located in 
Brighton Heights.

An hour after getting on the parkway, I was stopped at a 
spot where I could view the activity on a nearby residential 
street.   The snow was cleared from the walks and driveways 
of a few homes.  I was able to watch the owners of a few 
properties attack the snow with shovels and snow plows, 
but there was one home where the snow hadn’t been 
touched. While it was a pretty sight, I was sure the owner 
was not going to appreciate the beauty produced by two 
feet of white wonder.  

Shortly after I noticed the beautiful winter scene, the 
owner of this house pulled up and parked his car as far off 
the street as he could.  He made his way up the driveway, 
opened the garage door, walked inside and immediately 
came out with shovel in hand to begin clearing the snow 
from his driveway and walk. 

As the traffic began to move, I thought of the guy who had 
just started digging out. I figured it would take a couple 
hours before he was going to put his shovel down.  I thought 
of the shovel in my garage waiting for me, and I was still a 
few hours away from getting started.

It was after 10 pm when I finally drove down my street. 
A few hundred feet before I reached my home I started 
looking for a parking spot. I always parked in my driveway, 
but shoveling would have to come first. No parking spot 
was to be found, at least none that didn’t have chairs in 
them.

As I reached my home, I realized that my sidewalk had 
already been cleared.  Also snow free was a spot on my 
driveway large enough for my car.  I’ll never forget seeing 
the tracks of my neighbors’ snowplow that had cleared my 
way.  This had never happened before or since but we don’t 
get two feet of snow that often.  

It was good to be home. It was especially good to be home 
in Brighton Heights.

We’re looking for your stories about our local 
businesses, random acts of kindness, or historical 

accounts. Ongoing submissions are accepted for our 
quarterly newsletter and website. 

Send to submissions@brightonheights.org.
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What is The Future of Morrow Elementary
Kelly Day

The Brighton Heights Bettering Education Committee has been 
in meetings pertaining to bettering BH and Northside schools. 
We typically meet the first Wednesday of each month at 11:00 
AM at the BHCF office on California Ave. Feel free to email me at 
kellyaday22@gmail.com if you have any questions or would like 
to be active in our committee.

Our goal is that Morrow Elementary becomes as desirable as 
other Pgh. Public schools ie: Dilworth, Phillips, Fulton or Linden. 
Children of the northside deserve the same as their peers in the 
east end and south side of the city.  We will present to the district 
three feasible partial magnet programs that would strengthen 
Morrow, thus making the school much more desirable. 

Option I. Establishing a preparatory program for children 
interested in furthering their interests in Music/Dance and the 
Fine Arts. This program would work closely with neighboring 
museums and offer historical perspective and hands on learning. 
This preparatory program would provide the necessary tools and 
experience for a student to successfully apply to CAPA.

Option 2. Establishing a World Cultures/Foreign Language 
program. This program would immerse children with a foreign 
language and give extensive exposure to various world cultures 
by working with local agencies representing various minority and  
immigrant populations residing within Pittsburgh. This unique 
program would provide the necessary tools and experience for a 
student to successfully apply to OBAMA.

Option 3. Establishing a Urban Studies/Environmental program. 
This program would introduce the Farm to Table philosophy 
and teach children the importance of conservation through the 
urban landscape. Gardening, homesteading, and ecology will be 
discussed.

To speak to the school board at the Pittsburgh Schools Public 
Hearing you must do the following:

1.Reserve a time slot by calling (412) 622-3868 one week prior 
to the next scheduled hearing date. Call no later than 12:00 
noon, the day of the hearing.

2.The hearing is located in Conference Room A of the 
Administration Building, 341 S. Bellefield Avenue (Oakland).  The 
public hearing is normally held on the third Monday of each 
month at 6:00 p.m.

3.You have 3 minutes of uninterrupted time to speak your 
testimony. You will speak into a mic and at three minutes the mic 
will turn off. If possible have 15 copies of your testimony ready 
to be passed out to the board. 

For Your Information
Councilperson Darlene Harris

Starting last fall my office released the list of 
individuals to whom the City of Pittsburgh 
owed money.  With the help of my office 
staff, we have been able to help dozens of 
Pittsburghers and Northside residents receive hundreds of 
dollars in refunds.  When the City Controller’s Office sends 
us the next list of names, we will continue this proactive 
effort to ensure that City residents get the refunds that they 
deserve.

We have already experienced significant winter weather this 
year, and according to Punxatawney Phil, there will be much 
more to come.  Please remember to shovel and salt your 
sidewalk and to assist your elderly or disabled neighbors.  
Do not shovel snow into the street, as this makes it more 
difficult for our Public Works crews to keep the roads clear.  
If your street has not been plowed or salted after a snow 
storm, please contact my office and we will request that the 
administration send a truck your way.  

Lastly I’d like to congratulate the newly-elected board 
members of the Brighton Heights Citizens Federation.  I 
look forward to working with all of you in the coming year.  
As always, I can be reached at 412.255.2135 or VIA District 
1 Feedback: http://pittsburghpa.gov/district1/feedback.  

Random Acts of Kindness: 
Good Neighbor Stories - Ed Gergerich

During these icy, snowy, freezing cold days, Ed Gergerich, of 
Termon Avenue, had been seen regularly shoveling and salting 
the 4 corners of California and Termon Avenues. School 
children, pedestrians and PAT Bus passengers have been 
much safer by his act of kindness. Ed continues to volunteer 
with the gardens, is a long time BHCF member, and has now 
joined the new BHCF Gardens and Greenspace Committee. 
Thank you, Ed!

Call for ALL Photographers!
Open contest for photos of Brighton Heights. Submissions 
due 1st of each month beginning in April. Photos will be 

posted to our Facebook page for public 
voting. Each monthly winner will be printed 
in our quarterly newsletter. Submit up to 
3 photos each month to: 

submissions@brightonheights.org
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On behalf of the garden committee and Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation,  I would publicly like to thank the 
generous sponsors who bought hanging flower baskets that 
brightened the streetlamps along the business district on 
California Avenue. These baskets bloomed fuller, brighter, 
and more beautiful all summer long.

Our sponsors from 2013 are: Tom Friday (owner of our famous 
neighborhood  meat market and deli), Tom Pollard (owner 
of Positively Pittsburgh, http://www.popularpittsburgh.com/ 
), the Urban Garden (www.urbangardenerpgh.com, a local 
gardeners’ shopping paradise in an unlikely urban setting on 
Brighton Road),  Joan and Pete Bellisario (former volunteer 
Treasurer and President of BHCF), Linda 
and Larry Ehrlich (BHCF volunteers, 
and Larry, former teacher serving on 
the North Side Leadership Education 
Committee), M. R, Lawnscape, Darlene 
Harris (http://www.pittsburghpa.gov/
district1), and Bill Peduto (http://
pittsburghpa.gov/mayor/-our new 
Mayor). We are particularly indebted to 
Bill Goodrich (lawyer at our resident 
law firm www.goodrichandgeist.com) 
who generously sponsored four flower 
baskets. Local business owner Tom 
Pollard - Popular Pittsburgh-www.
popularpittsburgh.com, also renewed 
his sponsorship!

You most likely have seen similar 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC) (www.
wpconline.org) Hanging Flower Baskets downtown and 
along the bridges. WPC offers the baskets at a special rate to 

BHCF as our Garden Committee Chair, because Susan Benn 
is a volunteer community Garden Steward for the BHCF/
WPC garden partnership (on Rt. 65 Termon Avenue Exit). 

Each basket is offered by the WPC to BHCF for only $250 
to grow, install on our lampposts, water daily or as needed, 
fertilize, and insure against any and all loss or damage 
The conservancy delivers and installs the baskets in June 
and maintains them through September. That’s a lot of 
maintenance high up on our lamp poles!

This year, the garden committee is inviting business sponsors 
and groups of people to donate what they can to sponsor 
a basket.  For example, five people who live on Harvard 

Circle may  want to chip in $50 each to 
sponsor a basket in honor of their street.  
Likewise, a nonprofit, volunteer organization 
or church may want to sponsor a basket in 
a similar manner.   The Garden Committee 
will once again “tag” each basket to honor 
the goodwill of the donors.  The Federation 
Board of Directors voted to once again 
purchase 14 baskets for the summer of 2014 
and is looking forward to perennial renewals 
and new neighborhood starter supporters.

Please note that the garden committee will 
show it’s gratitude to all donors by printing 
a letter for your taxes.  Interested? Go to 
our web page at www.brightonheights.org  
and click on the Garden and Green Spaces 
link. You can even pay by Pay Pal! You can 

also contact Susan Benn, garden committee chair, at susan.
benn@yahoo.com for more details.

Brighton Heights Business District to Bloom Again in 2014
By BH Garden Beat Reporter Mark Kirby

FLOWER BASKET SPONSORSHIP FORM

Last year several individuals and many businesses sponsored baskets. 
Our biggest business sponsor, Bill Goodrich, has already agreed to renew for 4 baskets!  

This year we are inviting people to participate in new creative ways:
 •  Several people can join together to sponsor a basket. 
 •  Smaller individual donations will go to making BHCF Residents Baskets
 •  A basket can be named in a loved one’s memory.
 •  Clubs, Associations and Groups can have their name on a basket as a sponsor including organizations like

 » Brighton Road Businesses
 » Brighton Heights Faith Communities
 » Brighton Heights Athletic Groups
 » Street Sponsors, e.g. “Termon Avenue Residents”
 » Brighton Heights Gardeners
 » Brighton Heights Senior Citizens
 » Brighton Heights City Employees

Name on plaque ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________  Email Address: _________________________________

Flower Baskets Sponsorships are $250 each. This includes a plaque which the BHCF purchases.
You can also send a donation: ________________ to help fund the flower baskets. 
Soon there will be, a link to www.brighton heights.org where you will be able to pay by PayPal, either for a whole basket or a partial 

donation towards a BHCF Residents or Community Basket. 

Send your check to: 
Hanging Flower Baskets
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation
3629 California Ave
Pittsburgh, PA  15212
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January 9, 2014

The meeting was brought to order at 
7:10 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

The Minutes from the November 14, 
2013 General Membership meeting 
were available at this meeting but 
since the newsletter had not arrived 
in the mail before tonight, a motion 
to approve was postponed until the 
March GMM.

Report of Officers and Others:

President’s Report
Vince welcomed everyone and 
introduced himself and the new Board 
members. He emphasized that the 
success of the BHCF is a collaboration 
of the community and the Board.  
All suggestions and concerns about 
the neighborhood are welcome. He 
spoke of increased cooperation with 
the various Brighton Heights athletic 
associations. We have three digital 
areas of communication; website, 
email blast and social media.  Year–end  
events such as the Halloween Parade 
and Tree-Lighting were a success and 
community members have volunteered 
to make them even better this year.

Vice President - Kelly Day
None.

Corresponding Secretary - 
Lauren Stauffer

None.

Treasurer’s Report - 
Suzanne Smolin

Net Worth Report – As of 1/19/2014

Assets - Cash and Bank Accounts

Bank CD                         0.00

Monument                   1,637.63

Operating Account           1,074.29 

SSB OP Account     14,127.49

State Grant Account         907.78

United Way                        4,694.78

TOTAL                            $ 22,441.97

The Treasurer’s report was accepted 
without changes.

Councilperson Darlene 
Harris- Lloyd Hedlund

Lloyd reported that Councilperson 
Harris’s office is continuing to support 
the rehabilitation of the Wilkesboro 
Bridge and the re-construction of the 
Davis Avenue Bridge.  Her office is also 
working with Kelly Day, Susan Benn 
and PWSA on the redirection of the 
spring on Antrim Street.  Joan Bellisario 
thanked Darlene Harris for new maps 
of the neighborhood and their framing 
for our office space.

NSLC- Website-Social Media 
– Lauren Stauffer

Lauren reported that the NSLC is 
encouraging all community members 
to attend a reception at AGH to 
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of their 
Partnership program with the North 
Side.  It will be held at McGovern 
Auditorium on January 30 at 5:30pm.  
Pittsburgh-based dance group Attack 
Theater is planning a world premier 
event at the New Hazlett Theater 
focusing on the North Side.  A 
stakeholder meeting to gather input 
is planned for January 12 at 2pm.  
Following that meeting is an all-ages 
interactive show from 3-5pm.

The Communications Committee is 
meeting January 27 at 6:30pm in the 
office for anyone looking to help with 
the website and social media.  Content 
for the website and newsletter is 
strongly encouraged so BHCF can be a 
portal for everything that is happening 
in the neighborhood.

Neighborhood Safety 
Committee– Donna Kramer 

Donna reported that Crime Watch 
Signs are available from the City in 
both window and street pole sizes.  
Please contact Liz Stiles at 412-255-
4772 for information and ordering.  
Block watch meetings will be held 
at Lynn Williams Apartments in the 
spring.  Among reported incidents 
are burglary, aggravated assault and 
criminal mischief.

Gardens and Greenspaces – 
Susan Benn

The Garden Committee meets the 
2nd Monday of the month at 7:30pm. 

Susan described the different garden 
areas across the neighborhood. 
Several committee members have 
taken “ownership” of these areas and 
the results are appreciated. The WPC 
flower planters on California Avenue 
were a success this year and their 
return is dependent on fundraising.  

Housing Committee- 
Jessica Mooney

Jessica was absent but Vince reported 
that the process is continuing with the 
URA on housing construction at the 
St Johns property and the Committee 
will meet on January 15.

Brighton Road Vacant Lots 
Program- Beth Hutton

Beth was introduced by Vince, for 
anyone who missed the last meeting. 
She reported that the NSLC has hired 
her to start the process of working 
with the Brighton Heights, Brightwood 
and Charles Street neighborhoods 
on specific empty lots in those areas.  
Our focus is the lots at the corner of 
McClure and Woods Run Avenues.

Brighton Heights Education 
Committee- Kelly Day

Kelly reported that the committee 
meets the 1st Wednesday of the 
month at 11 am.  She is looking for 
someone who can help lead this effort. 
The committee welcomes all who 
are interested in the improvement of 
our local schools. Their focus is on 
bettering John Morrow with some 
type of immersion program (languages, 
environment) and the establishment of 
a Montessori program on the North 
Side. The NSLC is supportive of a 
magnet program located somewhere in 
the North Side.  Benita Jones, an intern 
for John Morrow invited committee 
members to attend the PSSC meeting 
for John Morrow on January 29 from 
3:30-4:30 pm.

Cleanup- Tim Maloney
Tim reminded members that litter does 
not stop for winter and encouraged 
those you can to make a difference.

Old Business 
Removal of the holiday tree lights at 
Legion Park is to be determined when 

Minutes from Previous 
General Membership 
Meeting for Review
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Duquesne Light crews are available.

New Business
Newsletter content is always 
welcomed.

The application process for the 2014 
NSLC Scholarship awards has begun.  
These $1,000 scholarships are available 
for all high school seniors who are 
residents of the North Side.

Brendan Schubert of PWSA reminded 
members that with the cold weather 
upon us, water service issues are 

possible.  Dispatch numbers for the 
PWSA are 412-255-2409 and 412-255-
2429.

Anything for the Good of the 
Federation

Susan Benn reminded members that 
a Writer’s Group meets every 3rd 
Monday at the office.

The next General Membership 
meeting will be March 13, 2014.

The 50/50 Raffle prize was $19.00 and 
won by Joan Bellisario and donated to 
BHCF.

Approximately 32 persons attended.
Adjournment:
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm
Respectfully submitted
John Belch

A Victory For Democracy – PA.’s 
Divisive Voter ID Law Shelved

State Rep. Adam Ravenstahl 
D-Allegheny 

www.pahouse.com/Ravenstahl

I’m pleased that a Commonwealth Court judge has struck 
down the state’s voter ID law, which was enacted two years 
ago without my vote. I’ve said all along that this needless 
law would create unconstitutional burdens to voting at a 
time when we must be encouraging more citizens to make 
their voices heard. It would have suppressed the vote of the 
elderly, students and the poor, and that was demonstrated in 
testimony presented to Judge Bernard McGinley.

“Voting laws are designed to assure a free and fair election; 
the Voter ID Law does not further this goal,” McGinley wrote 
in his 103-page ruling. This was a needless fight because 
there have been no examples of voter impersonation 
in Pennsylvania. Even officials with Gov. Tom Corbett’s 
administration concede that in court filings.

It’s hard to get a firm handle on how many millions of dollars 
already have been spent on this law. But the commonwealth 
shouldn’t spend another dime. I hope the governor comes to 
his senses and accepts the judge’s ruling, instead of appealing 
to the state Supreme Court.

The money used to continue this court fight would be 
better spent on the state’s true priorities, such as education 
and economic development.

Pittsburgh’s Mr. Litterman receives 
National “Iron Eyes Cody” Award! 

Joan Bellisario

Each Spring and Fall, the Brighton Heights Citizens Federation 
coordinates volunteers to “redd up” our neighborhood. 
The dates are set in conjunction with the “Citizens Against 
Litter” group formed by Boris Weinstein, AKA Mr. Litterman 
of Shadyside.  He formed this group in 2002 to “work for 
a cleaner environment.” Boris believes that one man can 
make a difference, and people who care must clean up after 
people who don’t care.  The mission of the group is to inspire 
people throughout the city and region to collect litter and 
connect the neighborhoods.

It is great to hear that Boris received the National “Iron Eyes 
Cody” award in Charlotte, NC on February 4, 2014. He joins 
only 20 other men who have received the award since 1988.  
Iron Eyes Cody was the actor who played the crying Indian 
in the Keep America Beautiful national campaign against 
litter years ago. Boris, our Pittsburgh Mr. Litterman, has 
inspired and enlisted over 100 neighborhoods and regions 
to participate in his latest campaign. 

Brighton Heights community volunteers have participated for 
years, and have been successful in keeping our neighborhood 
relatively clean! Please come enjoy the camaraderie and 
pride of volunteering with other Brighton Heights neighbors.  

Tim Maloney, otherwise known as The Dirt Doctor, is 
a Brighton Heights Board Member, and once again  the 
volunteer Cleanup leader, Tim truly looks forward to 
coordinating this litter hunt. He can be reached at 412-726-
0800 or dirtdoctim@msn.com.

Save Saturday, April 26th to join in on our next 
cleanup, If you like, you can even suggest which 
regions to target. If this is your first time, it is 
really interesting what kind of trash you can 
find!  Enjoy the thrill of the hunt! BHCF provides 
the gloves and trash bags and refreshments.
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Woods Run Carnegie Library - a lot to offer Kids, Teens and Adults!
March is Genealogy Month at CLP Woods Run!  Join us for a series of 3 programs 

to research your family history and preserve your family heirlooms!

Adult Programs:
Climbing Your Family Tree | Saturday, March 1 at 2pm *Register by calling 412-761-3730
 Learn how to start your family Genealogy.  
Preservation: Archives and Artifacts in Your Home | Saturday, March 8 at 1pm *Register by calling 412-761-3730.
Learn how to preserve your documents and photographs at home for generations to come.  
Hard to do Genealogy | Saturday, March 22 at 2pm * Register by calling 412-761-3730
Your family tree have you stumped?  Learn how to navigate hard to do history.  
Wise Walk | Every Monday at 9:30am  - Registration not required. 
Get out there and get some exercise in a social low key way.  Healthy snacks after the walk provided.  

Children’s Programs:
Chess Tournament | Saturday, March 8 at 1pm  * Register by calling 412-761-3730
Children in kindergarten through 8th grade eligible to compete!  
Family Fun Story Times | Every Thursday at 10:30am and 6:30pm.  
Registration not required.
Crafternoons | Every Friday at 3:30pm. - Registration not required. 
Each week we feature a creative and easy to do craft.  Children must be 
able to use scissors and work independently.  

Teen Programs: 
Teen Time | Every Tuesday at 4:00pm - Registration not required.

Crafts, Technology and Gaming for teens aged 13 to 18!  
Tween  Scene | Every Wednesday at 3:30pm - Registration not required.
Crafts, Technology and Gaming for tweens aged 9 to 12! 
That’s Sew Cool | Every Saturday at 2pm - Registration not required. 
Basic sewing and craft projects for ages 10 and up.  

Come join us on Saturday April 26, 2014 to clean up the neighborhood!

Every spring around the time of Earth Day, the Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation sponsors an annual “spring cleaning” of the 
neighborhood.  We will meet at the Brighton Heights office 
starting at 9 am.  We provide gloves, trash bags and picker uppers, 
so just bring yourself!  There will also be coffee, fruit and 
donuts for those who volunteer.

Please mark your calendar and join your fellow neighbors 
for this major spring clean of our 
neighborhood.  Besides picking up 
trash and debris along streets and 
parks, we will also 
be painting the fence 
along Brighton Heights 
Blvd.  

If you can spare a couple 
of hours on a Saturday 
morning, join us in keeping 
our neighborhood looking 
beautiful!

If you have any questions 
contact the coordinator, Tim 
Maloney, at 412-726-0800 or 
dirtdoctim@msn.com.

Thank you for lending a hand!

Clean Up Day
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Brighton Heights Citizens Federation
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 January 10th, 2013 at the 
John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny General Hospital and we appreciate their 
generosity!
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Membership is also available on-line at www.brightonheights.org

BHCF Treasurer
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 Thursday, September 12, 2013 
at the John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00pm Thursday, March 13th, 2014 at 
John Morrow Auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.


