
www.brightonheights.org     |     3629 California Avenue

C I T I Z E N S  R E P O R T
ttttttttttttttttttttt

VOLUME 43 
ISSUE 2

SEPTEMBER
2014

Many Thanks To Our 
Volunteers

On Saturday, April 26, in conjunction with the City wide 
observation of “Earth Day”, under the direction of Tim 
Maloney, Brighton Heights conducted its Annual Spring 
Cleanup.  More than 30 people showed up to canvas 
the neighborhood and pick up about 40 bags of trash, 
including several tires, etc.  Tim made up a grid of the 
neighborhood and assigned people to as many areas as we 
could cover with the number of workers who showed up.
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Our Gardens
A big thank you to all of our Garden committee 
volunteers who have done an exceptional job this year 
creating beautiful gardens across Brighton Heights.
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I hope that everyone’s summer is going well.  Brighton 
Heights has had a busy summer.  A Memorial Day Ceremony, 
Love Your Block Project, flower planting and maintenance, 
Pirate game, and a new business on California Avenue 
Business District, to name a few. 

Our Memorial Day ceremony was once again a success.  
Thank you to everyone that was involved to make it a day 
to remember.  BHCF garden and green space committee 
has been working on all of our gardens throughout Brighton 
Heights.  The committee spends endless hours making all 
of gardens look amazing.  We had our annual BHCF Pirate 
game and cookout, if you missed it this year be sure to 
make it next year.  We have a new business in the California 
Avenue business district.  Brighton Heights resident Jack 
“Johnny Angel” Hunt opened a new store called Johnny 
Angel’s Ginchy Stuff.  We welcome him as a new business 
owner in the neighborhood.  These are just a few of the 
great things that are going on in Brighton Heights. 

I am involved with an initiative called Brighton Road Vacant 
Land Corridor Project along with representatives from 
Brightwood Civic Group and Charles Street Area Council.  
We have been meeting once a month for about a year 
to discuss how to improve our neighborhoods and three 
specific lots.  With a grant from PPND through the Northside 
Leadership Conference, we have been able to drastically 
improve our neighborhoods.  BHCF applied for and received 
a Love Your Block grant, for $2,000.00.  Love Your Block 
is a partnership of the City of Pittsburgh and The Home 
Depot Foundation to revitalize Pittsburgh- block by block.  
We beautified four (4) vacant parcels on McClure Avenue 
near Woods Run Avenue.  We created a flower garden and 
a rock garden.  The City of Pittsburgh also replaced about 
80 feet of sidewalk.  With many dedicated volunteers and 
countless hours, we were able to transform what was once 
an eyesore into an amazing garden.  We are now looking at 
obtaining gateway signs for each neighborhood.

I am attending The Buhl Foundation’s meetings in regards 
to their announcement that the majority of their funding 
will be awarded to the Northside.  I have been an active 
participant in their team strategy meetings.  I am honored 
and excited to be part of the process.  It is a great group of 
participants and I look forward to the upcoming years. 

I would like to take a moment to congratulate and 
acknowledge the retirement of Joe King from the Pittsburgh 
Bureau of Fire Department, Union President of I.A.F.F. 
Local No. 1.  Joe is a Brighton Heights resident and former 
board member/executive officer of the Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation.  Thank you for your many years of 
dedicated service and we wish you the best of luck in your 
retirement.    

BHCF has some upcoming events.  Our annual Halloween 
Parade will be on Saturday, October 25, 2014.  We are 
looking to make this year one of the best ones yet.  In order 
to accomplish this we need community support.  If you 
would like to volunteer or make a donation to the event, 
please contact the BHCF office.  Remember, it is all about 
the children.  

We also have our annual light up night in Brighton Heights 
on Saturday, December 6, 2014.  We are looking to possible 
expand this years events/program.  Keep an eye out for 
details soon.

BHCF has gone through many changes this year.  I want to 
thank all current board members, volunteers, committees 
and members for their dedication.  It has not always been 
an easy task but we are moving forward.  I personally 
attend many meeting on behalf of the federation.  We do 
have a need for reliable people willing to volunteer some 
time.  Specifically, we are looking for someone with some 
computer skills to help us with community outreach.  If you 
are social media, email or website savvy, please contact me 
to see how you can help.  We are also looking at creating a 
fundraising/grant writing committee.  We need people that 
have the skills needed to raise money and write grants.  We 
have many projects that get accomplished and have a need 
for additional future funding.  We need someone to chair 
our annual flea market at Legion Park.  We always need 
volunteers for various activities.  If you have some free time 
and want to help your neighborhood, please contact me 
directly.  I can be reached at vpallus@gmail.com or at the 
BHCF office at 412-734-0233.

 

 

President’s Report by Vince Pallus
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Do You Have a New Neighbor?
If so, let us know, BHCF will give them a one year free 
membership and send them a newsletter for a year.  And if 
you would like to write something about Brighton Heights, 

please feel free to send your article to: 

BHCF Newsletter
3629 California Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Or E-Mail it to Editor, Dave Lebec
submissions@brightonheights.org

This newsletter is printed for us by 
Allegheny General Hospital and we 

appreciate their generosity.

Newsletter Committee:
Dave Lebec, Editor

Bill Day, Copy Editor
Joan Bellisario, Reporter

Irene Jakubowski, Gert Long, Tom Kaylor, Distribution

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and 
not necessarily those of the membership of the board.

BHCF Board of Directors:
officers

 President:    Vince Pallus
 Vice-President:    Kelly Day 
 Treasurer:   Suzanne Smolin
 Corresponding Sec:   Lauren Stauffer
 Recording Secretary:   John Belch 

directors
Susan Benn, Kelly Day, Janice Johns Engelman, Bill Goodrich, 

Tom Kaylor, Donna Kramer, Gert Long, Tim Maloney, 
John Norman, Peggy Urzua, Helen Wehner, Jeff  Worsinger 

The United Way #188
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation is a United Way agency.  
You can make a donation to the Federation by choosing #188 
on your donation form. All United Way donations are used 
exclusively for children’s activities such as the Halloween 
Parade.

Any member making a United Way donation receives free 
membership in the Federation. Usually paperwork does not 
catch up to us until the year after the donation.

Membership Renewal
Check the date after your name on your mailing label and 
make sure your membership is up to date.  If it is not, please 
renew your membership now, either by sending in a renewal 
with the form on the back of the newsletter, or by going to 
our website online and renewing it by PayPal.

BHCF Information List

BHCF Answer Line:                           412-734-0233 

BHCF FAX:                                      412-734-0234 

E-Mail:                         brightonheights@yahoo.com  

Web Site:                         www.brightonheights.org 

ALCOSAN (odor control)         412-766-9445

Allegheny Co Health Dept         412-578-8390

Building Inspection          412-255-2176

Building Permits:          412-255-2175

Burned Out Street Light         412-255-5483

City Council Office          412-255-2142

City Council Rep for BH         412-255-2135

City Planning           412-255-2200

Emergency            911

Environmental Services                     412-255-2780

Graffiti in the neighborhood               311

You are a direct victim                       911

Graffiti Busters (will remove it)          412-255-2872

Graffiti Watch           412-255-2272

Litter Hot Line (PA State)          888-548-8372

Mayors’s Office                                 412-255-2626

Mayor’s Response Line                     311

Organized Crime, Narcotics,              412-665-4300

Parking Authority          412-560-7275

Pittsburgh School Police                     412-622-3520

Police – Zone 1                      412-323-7201

Public Works           412-255-2790

Refuse/Recycling          412-255-2773
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Replenishing Brighton 
Height’s Tree Canopy 

When walking through our awesome neighborhood, do 
you ever wish there was a little more shade to block 
the sun? Do you prefer to turn off the air conditioning 
and let some fresh air in and save money? Do you want 
your property value to increase and create a friendlier 
atmosphere?  I DO!  The benefits of trees cannot be 
underestimated. They remove carbon dioxide from the 
air, reduce global warming, produce oxygen and help fight 
runoff and erosion. Additionally, trees increase the value 
and desirability of a community. 

You may have noticed new, young trees planted in Legion 
Park or along Gerber Avenue., Brighton Road, Termon 
Avenue, McClure Avenue or throughout the neighborhood.  
On April 12, 2014, 26 volunteers planted 20 beautiful trees 
through the TreeVitalize program.   TreeVitalize Pittsburgh 
is a joint project of Allegheny County, the City of Pittsburgh, 
Tree Pittsburgh PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, and the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy. They have exceeded their original goal 
to plant 20,000 trees throughout the Pittsburgh region 
to improve our quality of life and continue to offer this 
amazing program.

This program is free.  WOW.  What savings are experienced 
when receiving a tree through TreeVitalize? 

Large landscape tree: $175
Concrete cut/tree pit/new soil: $500
Supplies: $20
Total: $695

Brighton Heights Citizen’s Federation will submit an 
application this fall for a Spring planting in 2015.  If you are 
interested in having a tree planted in your street berm or 
yard, please fill out the attached request form and return 
it to the BHCF office. DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 10TH.  
If you have questions please contact BHCF for more 
information. 

This is a reminder that the deadline for your entry to the 
Brighton Heights Newsletter is approaching. Please submit 
your article to me as an attachment no later than the October 
1st. Thank you for your cooperation.

Dave Lebec  |  Editor  |  submissions@brightonheights.org

Newsletter Submissions Deadline

Crime & Safety Report
by Donna Kramer

The  Zone 1 Northside Public Safety Council Appreciation Day  
which is held annually to let the wonderful men and women  
firefighters, police and Ems workers a big “THANK YOU” for 
putting your lives on the line for all of us here in Zone 1 each 
and every day.  We served 75 folks on Wednesday, August 6. 
2014 at Risen Lord Education Center in Brighton heights.  
Donna Kramer -chairlady did the cooking and everyone 
enjoyed the hospitality  and many thanks to Donna for all her 
hard work.

Interested in sharing a story with your 
community?

Submit your story in less than 250 words using the 
submission link on the brightonheights.org homepage.

Go Green by getting your newsletter by email 
Email newsletters contain links to related stories, additional 
stories not included in the printed copy and helps the 
federation put more of our funding to local initiatives.

The 2014 Brighton Heights 
Halloween Parade will be held 

Saturday, October 25th

Boo!!!



 

 

 
Tree Planting Request Form 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS: PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY AND KEEP THIS PAGE  

FOR YOUR RECORDS 
 
By signing a Tree Planting Request Form, you, the property owner, agree that:  

 A City representative will inspect your location and determine whether it is an appropriate site 
for a tree(s) to be planted.  

 A City representative will determine an appropriate tree species for your location.  
 You will water the tree (approximately 20 gallons per week—the cost is less than $1 per year) 

April through November for two years or make arrangements for the tree to get watered each 
week.  

 You will protect your tree from damage by cars, lawn mowers, etc.  
 You will notify the City if the tree appears to be sick or damaged.  
 If the site requires it, you give permission for a tree pit to be cut in your sidewalk or 

pavement. ALL trees must be planted in a tree pit that is a minimum of 30 square feet 
(typically 3 ft x 10 ft). If you cancel the tree installation after signing this form and the 
pavement has been cut, you will be responsible for replacing the pavement at your expense.  

 
You understand that:  

 Your request for a tree may be denied—not all sites are appropriate for tree planting.  
 The tree species for your location will be assigned.  
 Street trees and trees in the public right-of-way are the property and responsibility of the City 

of Pittsburgh. Trees planted outside of the public right-of-way are the responsibility of the 
property owner.  

 Only the City of Pittsburgh can authorize major pruning or removal of street trees.  

 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

 

DID YOU KNOW? TREES…  

• Increase property values 
• Bring beauty and character to neighborhoods 
• Save energy, cut heating and air-conditioning  
   costs  
• Shade and cool neighborhoods reducing  
   temperatures on the hottest summer days  

 

• Clean pollutants out of the air and  
   water  
• Reduce stormwater runoff  
• Buffer and reduce noise  
• Promote community interaction and  
   renewal  
• Provide habitat for birds and wildlife  

 
 

 

Latest News from Carnegie Library
Fall and Winter Gardening!  Saturday, September 6th at 
2:30pm.  Learn to extend your harvest and grow vegetables 
and herbs in the late fall!
Storytime!  Every Thursday at 10:30am and 11:30am.  Introduce 
your child to reading in a fun way with books, songs, rhymes, 
movement activities and more! Storytimes include parent tips 
that may help to get your child ready to read.
Teen Time!  Every Tuesday at 4:00pm.  If you’re into cool art 
projects, epic games, music, movies and just chilling out-come 
kick it at Teen Time!
Wise Walk!  Every Monday at 9:30am.  A walking program 
geared toward adults 50+. Participants will receive a pedometer 
and a t-shirt and will record the number of steps they take each 
week.

Did You Know?  The Library has a selection of free 
ebooks for your Kindle, iPad, Nook or other e-reader?  
Stop by the library anytime for a free tutorial on how to 
download books right to your device from the comfort 
of home.  
Check it out at: acla.lib.overdrive.com



 

 

TREE PLANTING REQUEST FORM 
 

I        the property owner of    
 (PRINT/Property Owner Name)                                       (PRINT/Address including “ST.” “AVE.”) 
 
request that the City of Pittsburgh plant tree(s) on the public right-of-way adjacent to my property.  I understand 
the planting of trees may necessitate the City of Pittsburgh cutting an opening in the sidewalk that is at 
least 30 square feet (approximately 3’ X 10’) to accommodate the tree planting.  
 
I hereby acknowledge that I am the owner of the above said property.  I hereby request the City of Pittsburgh to 
supply and install a tree(s) to be located on the municipal right-of-way adjacent to my property.  I understand that 
there is no charge for this service. I agree to perform general upkeep of the tree planting bed by weeding, annually 
mulching, and providing water for establishment and during drought periods. 
 
I also understand this form does not guarantee that a tree(s) will be placed adjacent to my property. Upon receipt 
of this request, the TreeVitalize Coordinator will do a site analysis to determine the suitability of planting a tree at 
this location. 
 
Property Owner (signature) 

 

 

Address  

 

 

City, State & Zip Code 

 

 

Phone Number 

 

 

Date 

 

 

Neighborhood  

 

 

Please return completed TREE PLANTING REQUEST FORM to: 
 
City Forester/TreeVitalize Coordinator 
Dept. of Public Works 
6520 Stanton Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
412-665-3625 
 
OR 
 
If this request is part of a coordinated effort within your neighborhood or business district please return to 
the individual or organization listed below. This individual or organization will assemble and forward all 
requests to the City. 
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UPMC / Highmark transition 
agreement is not enough
 
By now, you probably have heard about the 
transition agreement that will allow western 
Pennsylvania health care giants UPMC and 
Highmark to part ways when their contract 
expires at the end of this year.

The consent decrees will ease much uncertainty about the 
split. But it doesn’t do enough to help western Pennsylvania 
residents who are insured by Highmark but want to use 
UPMC facilities for their care.

I wanted UPMC and Highmark to put area residents first and 
end their feud. In fact, I was prepared to force these two 
companies to come to the bargaining table and remain there 
until they reached a deal.

House Bill 1965, which I co-sponsored, would enable the 
Pennsylvania insurance commissioner to force health insurers 
and large health systems back to the bargaining table. In the 
event that failure to reach an agreement would significantly 
disrupt access to medical care in the region, like the UPMC/
Highmark dispute, the commissioner could force the parties 
into mediation and, if necessary, binding arbitration.

Unfortunately, the bill has sat in the Republican-controlled 
House Insurance Committee and appears to be dead. 

So we are left with the transition agreement that was 
reached only after the attorney general and governor’s offices 
intervened.

Under the agreement, a person being rushed to the hospital 
with a life-threatening illness or injury would not have to 
bypass a UPMC medical facility because it will not accept 
Highmark insurance under the agreement.

Other highlights include:
 » All seniors in any existing Highmark plan will have access 

to UPMC providers on an in-network basis. This includes 
seniors who have Medicare Advantage plans, Medigap Blue, 
Signature 65 and other group “carve out” plans.

 » Allowing people who are receiving treatment for any illness 
to have continuity of care as long as the patient and doctor 
deem necessary.

 » Those receiving oncology treatment will maintain in-
network access, and for illnesses and complications resulting 
from cancer treatment.

 » Any existing UPMC patient who is a Highmark member 
and received in-network care from UPMC in 2014 can 
continue to receive care from that same physician in 2015, 
if they cannot find an alternative physician in their area.

This deal is helpful to western Pennsylvania. But I had hoped 
we could have reached a better solution.

Mayor’s Meeting Review
Ed Brandt - Brightwood Volunteer

I attended the Mayor’s Neighborhood Outreach 
meeting during the evening of May 29 at Riverview 
United Presbyterian. Church on Perrysville Avenue at 
Observatory Hill.  I witnessed good attendance, good 
discussions of neighborhood topics; and good responses 
from Mayor Peduto and his administrative staff.

Several folks from Observatory Hill brought up the 
deterioration on Bonvue Street, next to the fire station 
on Perrysville Avenue with vacant houses, slum landlords, 
vacant lots and deteriorating properties.  It reminded 
me of Woodland Avenue in Brightwood and a few in 
Brighton Heights and other Northside neighborhoods.

But no one asked Mayor Peduto or his staff about funding 
for rehab of scattered sites and vacant houses.  The URA 
used to provide substantial funding to neighborhood 
groups for this purpose, and significant progress was 
achieved in neighborhoods such as: Fineview, East 
Allegheny, Allegheny West, Manchester, Spring Garden, 
Observatory Hill, Brighton Heights, Central Northside, 
Perry Hilltop, Troy Hill, etc.  Where’s the funding to 
continue to address the targeted blight in Northside 
neighborhoods?  

The Mayor has indicated that he wants to focus on 
neighborhood projects, not those  downtown.  But 
without funding from the URA for single family housing 
rehabilitation and new construction, it’s going to be very 
difficult for any community to effectively address areas 
of blight and deterioration.  I’m not sure this message 
has been understood, but it needs to be said.  We need 
funding for single family housing rehab from the URA, or 
we’re all going nowhere. 

Our Mayor is a strong supporter of improvement of city 
neighborhoods - including those on the Northside. We 
know that he will do everything he can to increase the 
amount of resources targeted for housing rehab in the 
neighborhoods.

Ed Brandt in front of the Brightwood Civic Group Offices on 
Brighton Rd.
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March 8, 2014
The meeting was brought to order at 
7:05 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

The Minutes from the March 6, 2014 
General Membership meeting were 
approved without corrections.

Special Guests:

Lauren Stauffer -Northside 
Community Census Outreach 

Coordinator
Lauren spoke of the Community 
Census that the Buhl Foundation 
is undertaking in order to gain 
community input for their North Side 
funding initiatives.  She explained that 
some neighborhoods will have door 
to door personal contacts and others 
like Brighton Heights are going to be 
reached by other communication 
methods.  She asked meeting attendees 
to fill out interest forms for those who 
wish to take the survey.  As the survey 
is developed there will be an online 
version for ease of participating.

Report of Officers and Others:

President’s Report
Vince reiterated the BHCF’s 
support and involvement in the 
Buhl Foundations plans. Their three 
main topics are Education, Place and 
Employment.  Vince will participate in 
the Place committee, Kelly Day in the 
Education committee and Tim Maloney 
in the Employment committee.  Vince 
reported that Susan Benn has resigned 
from the Board of Directors but will 
remain active and continue to lead the 
Gardens and Green Space committee.  
He thanked her for her many years of 
service and announce the she will be 
our community awardee at the North 
Side Leadership Conference Dinner on 
June 5.  As part of the Brighton Road 
Vacant Land project the BHCF has 
received a Love Your Block grant for 
the lots near the corner of Woods Run 
and McClure Avenues.  A workday has 
been scheduled for June 21. Vince has 
received reports from city officials that 

residents 311 calls are being worked 
on.  Attendees reported more areas of 
concern to Vince and he will follow up 
on them.

Vice President - Kelly Day
None.

Corresponding Secretary - 
Lauren Stauffer

None.

Treasurer’s Report - 
Suzanne Smolin

Net Worth Report – As of 5/7/2014

Assets - Cash and Bank Accounts

Bank CD                          0.00

Monument                    1,637.63

Operating Account                 1,074.49

SSB OP Account        7,566.26

State Grant Account         908.71

United Way                       5,254.87

TOTAL                            $ 16,441.96

The Treasurer’s report was accepted 
without changes.

NSLC – Lauren Stauffer
Lauren reported that this year’s North 
Side Sandwich week with be held 
6/20-6/26 with the contest on 6/26 
at the Priory’s Grand Hall.  She again 
asked everyone to participate in the 
Community Census.

Neighborhood Safety 
Committee– Donna Kramer 

Donna reported on several SWAT calls 
in the neighborhood. Business district 
beat patrols started 5/5.  Zone1 will co-
host the city- wide Public Safety council 
meeting.  On 5/9 police will present 
two Scott Drake Stranger Awareness 
programs.  One will be at North Side 
Catholic and another at Manchester 
Elementary.  Attendees gave Donna 
additional areas of concern in the 
neighborhood for follow up. Arrests 
in the neighborhood included those 
for drug activity, criminal mischief and 
burglary. Aid for the homeless can be 
had through a United Way program by 
calling 211.

Gardens and Greenspaces – 
Susan Benn

Ed Gergerich gave the report in Susan’s 
absence.  The Garden Committee 
meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 
7:30pm. There will be 2 planting dates 

in May, a garden cleanup on May 10 and 
annual planting on May 17.  Fourteen 
hanging baskets have been ordered for 
the business district lamp poles and 
sponsors at $250 each are still being 
sought. The Antrim Street rain garden 
will be gaining water from a spring that 
is under study by DPW and PWSA.  A 
survey is needed as a first step.  The 
committee is also studying a proposed 
bike/walk trail from Jack Stack Pool to 
Woods Run.  Volunteers to maintain 
our gardens are welcome.

Housing Committee- 
Jessica Mooney

Jessica was absent but Vince reported 
that the RFP process is continuing with 
the URA for housing construction at 
the St Johns property.

Communications Committee- 
Lauren Stauffer

The Communications Committee 
meets the 4th Monday each month at 
6:30pm in the office for anyone looking 
to help with the website and social 
media. The next newsletter deadline 
will be August 10.

House Tour- Kristen Priestley
Kristen was absent but Brendan 
Delany reported that tour is June 8 
and the committee has six confirmed 
houses and more are being sought. Ad 
requests for the program booklet have 
been sent out and volunteers to help 
the day of the tour are welcome.

BH Bettering Education- 
Kelly Day

Kelly reported that the committee 
meets the 1st Wednesday of the month 
at 11 am.  She gave a brief review 
of the process the committee has 
been pursing for an Arts Integration 
curriculum for Morrow school.  
All subjects would have an arts 
component.  Principal Olivia Clark is 
very supportive of this program and 
it can be implemented much sooner, 
possibly this fall.  She then detailed 
the outreach to art organizations who 
can help staff resident artists and offer 
various programs and initiatives.  These 
include the Carnegie Museum of Art, 
the Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh 
Center for the Arts, Manchester 
Craftsmen Guild and Gateway to the 
Arts among others. Kelly reported 

Minutes from Previous 
General Membership 
Meeting for Review
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that the Kaboom organization offers 
a foam-based building block system 
called Imagination Playground and is 
investigating how it can be purchased 
for use at Morrow.

Cleanup- Tim Maloney
Tim was absent but Vince reported that 
the cleanup on April 26 was a success 
and that new volunteers for the Adopt 
a Block litter program were gained.

Pirate Community Day
Vince reported that this year’s Pirates 
Community Day will be June 29 and we 
will be providing the buses and an after 
game picnic as before.  Tickets will be 
$30 and include a $5 food credit.  Flyers 
were available at the meeting and were 
also included in the newsletter.

Memorial Day - Pete 
Galinowski

Pete reported that the 66th Memorial 
Day service will be held on May 26 at 10 
am.  A picnic will follow at the Destiny 
of Faith church.  Flags marking veterans 
graves at Highwood Cemetery will be 
placed on May 23 from 11am to 1pm.

School Board Member - 
Carolyn Klug

Carolyn was introduced and she 
thanked Kelly Day for her work on the 
Education committee.  She also spoke 
of improvements and offerings at Perry 
High School.

Councilperson Darlene Harris
Darlene was introduced and answered 
questions on the status of the 
Wilkesboro walking bridge and the 
replacement of the Davis Avenue 
Bridge.

State Representative Adam 
Ravenstahl

Representative Ravenstahl was 
introduced and answered questions 
about the upcoming election and issues 
including the UPMC-Highmark dispute.

Old Business 
June 7 is Riverview Park Heritage Day 
and is a popular event where we will be 
represented.  Volunteers to help table 
the event are welcome.

The Brighton Farmstand, at Brighton 
and Lecky Avenues, will be active again 
this year and will be held on Tuesdays 
12-4pm starting June 17 to August 26.  

New Business
Anything for the Good of the 
Federation

Donna Kramer, on behalf of the Board 
of Directors, congratulated Vince Pallus 
on his recent wedding and presented 
him with a gift.

Anything for the Good 
of the Federation

Donna Kramer, on behalf of the Board 
of Directors, congratulated Vince Pallus 
on his recent wedding and presented 
him with a gift.

The next General Membership meeting 
will be September 11, 2014.

The 50/50 Raffle prize was $22.00 and 
won by Vince Pallus and donated to 
BHCF.

Approximately 40 persons attended.

Adjournment:
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm
Respectfully submitted
John Belch

The next General Membership 
meeting will be September 11, 
2014.

Last Page Laugh
By Tom Kaylor

Man to police officer who had just pulled him over for erratic 
driving:

“What makes you drink I was thinking officer?”

Thanks to the hard work from our community activists, notably 
Donna Kramer, the annual Zone 1 Public Safety Appreciation 
Day was a great success again this year.  I joined the Northside 
Public Safety Council and others who gathered at the Risen 
Lord Church to show our appreciation for our public safety 
officers. 

On another note, in an effort to save tax-payer dollars, and 
improve the City’s accounting, I recently sponsored ‘bad check’ 
legislation.  A report from the City Controller showed that the 
City has received over $380,000 in ‘bad checks’ that bounced 
over the past 6 years and was charged thousands of dollars in 
bank fees for trying to deposit these checks.  The legislation 
allows the City Treasurer to pass these fees on to the writers 
of the bad checks, and to create new policies for how they are 
processed.  The legislation passed unanimously, with support 
from the Administration and the City Controller.

The ‘bad check’ legislation is part of a larger effort to modernize 
the City’s cash-flow and accounting policies.  I introduced 
legislation last year that called on City departments to start 

accepting credit card payments and to develop a point of 
sale system at every cash entry point into the City’s coffers.  
Credit card readers at points of sale would decrease the 
risk of fraud and theft, while increasing efficiency, fiscal 
transparency, and timely receipt of revenue.

As always, don’t hesitate to contact my office if you have 
any questions or concerns.  I can be reached 412-255-
2135 or VIA District 1 Feedback at: http://pittsburghpa.
gov/district1/feedback.

FROM DARLENE HARRIS
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The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 January 10th, 2013 at the 
John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny General Hospital and we appreciate their 
generosity!

Nonprofit Organization 
US Postage

PAID Pittsburgh, Pa
Permit #2804

Address Service Requested

Membership is also available on-line at www.brightonheights.org

BHCF Treasurer
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 Thursday, September 12, 2013 
at the John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00pm Thursday, September 11th, 2014 
at John Morrow Auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.


