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President’s Report - November 2013
by Pete Bellisario

Joan and I were introduced to the Brighton Heights Citizens Federation in 
June of 1995. The Board of Directors met at Riverview Manor and we met 
a great group of volunteers.  The president was Dan Keller and the vice 
president was Paul Brown. Here we are in November 2013 and Joan and I 
are stepping down from the board after 18 years. We are not going away and 
if called upon, we will help but not to the extent that we have over the years. 
Although I am a South Oakland born and raised, I have grown to appreciate 
my Brighton Heights neighbors. We hope nothing but the best for the new 
board of directors.  The only request we would have is if you are called or 
are inclined to get involved, please do so. 

We had our Halloween Parade on October 26th and had 158 kids registered. 
We have added JP Performing Arts marching group to our parade. Jessica 
Schubert led the marchers and her husband Brendan played Halloween 
music. They are big fans of the “Monster Mash”. If you know of other folks 
who would come to the festivities, please let somebody on the board know 
of the group.  “Why?” you ask, because we have lots of great things going on 
in the community, and it is impossible for us to know all the talent that we 
have in Brighton Heights.  

The University of Pittsburgh Student Volunteer Outreach program “Pitt 
Make a Difference Day” provided 40 students to Brighton Heights and 
Brightwood.  The 20 students who worked with us were divided into two 
groups. John Belch’s half painted the railings on Brighton Heights Boulevard 
while the other half helped with the Halloween Parade.  Cheryl Capezzuti 
provided her giant puppets to five of the students who help entertain the 
children and participated in the parade. Thankfully we had great weather, just 
a bit cold!

See you at the November 14th general membership meeting!

Next General 
Membership Meeting

Date:  Thursday, November 14 
Time:  7:00PM
Place:  Pittsburgh Morrow School Auditorium. 

We will be having elections of our officers and 
some board  members.  You must be a member in 
good standing to vote.
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New Neighbor?
If so, let us know, and we will give them a one year free 
membership in the Federation and send them a newsletter 
for a year.  And if you would like to write something about 

Brighton Heights, please feel free to send your article to: 

BHCF Newsletter
3629 California Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Or E-Mail it to Dave Lebec::
lebec1427@comcast.net

Please include “Brighton Heights”in the subject line.

This newsletter is printed for us by 
Allegheny General Hospital and we 

appreciate their generosity.

Newsletter Committee:
Joan Bellisario, Bill Day, Copy Editor,

Irene Jakubowski, Gert Long, Tom Kaylor, 
and Dave Lebec, Editor

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the membership of the board.

BHCF Board of Directors:

officers
 President:   Pete Bellisario 
 Vice-President   Roy Johnston 
 Treasurer:  Joan Bellisario 
 Corresponding Sec:  Vince Pallus 
 Recording Secretary:  John Belch 

directors
Susan Benn, Judy Bendtsen, Kelly Day, Janice Johns Engelman, 

Bill Goodrich, Tom Kaylor, Donna Kramer, Gert Long, 
Helen Lorinc, Tim Maloney, Jessica Mooney, John Norman, 

Peggy Urzua, Helen Wehner, and Jeff Worsinger 

The United Way #188
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation is a United Way agency.  
You can make a donation to the Federation by choosing 
#188 on your donation form. All United Way Conations 
are used exclusively for children’s activities such as the 
Halloween Parade.

Any member making a United Way donation receives free 
membership in the Federation. Usually paperwork does not 
catch up to us until the year after the donation.

Brighton Heights Citizen Federation 
Information List

BHCF Answer Line:                       412-734-0233 

BHCF FAX:                                  412-734-0234 

E-Mail:                    brightonheights@yahoo.com  

Web Site:                     www.brightonheights.org 

ALCOSAN (odor control)         412-766-9445

Allegheny Co Health Dept         412-578-8390

Building Inspection          412-255-2176

Building Permits:          412-255-2175

Burned Out Street Light         412-255-5483

City Council Office          412-255-2142

City Council Rep for BH         412-255-2135

City Planning           412-255-2200

Emergency           911
Police – Fire – Ambulance- Emergency

Environmental Services         412-255-2780

Graffiti in the neighborhood          311
You are a direct victim                  911
Graffiti Busters (will remove it)     412-255-2872
Graffiti Watch           412-255-2272
Graffiti (Mail Box)          412-359-7845
Graffiti Task Force                412-323-7818
with Detective Dan Sullivan

Litter Hot Line (PA State)         888-548-8372

Mayors’s Office                    412-255-2626

Mayor’s Response Line         311
 Potholes/Littering/Abandoned cars or houses

Organized Crime, Narcotics,          412-665-4300
and Intelligence Division (ONI)                         

Parking Authority          412-560-7275

Pittsburgh School Police         412-622-3520
Police – Zone 1          412-323-7201
Police – Zone 4                    412-422-6520
Police – Zone 5          412-665-3605

Public Works           412-255-2790

Refuse/Recycling          412-255-2773
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History and Landmarks Tour of Brighton Heights
by Joan Bellisario

The Brighton Heights Citizens Federation hosted a walking tour of our business district by the History and Landmarks 
Foundation on Friday, October 18, 2013.  On this beautiful fall day, 20 participants walked from Brighton Heights 
Boulevard along California Avenue to Davis Avenue, enjoying descriptions of the buildings and a short history of the area.

The tour was arranged by Karen Cahall from the Foundation, who added many stories about the area to the 
presentation.  Also present was Josette Fitzgibbons from the URA who was able to add details about the URA programs 
conducted in our neighborhood.  Joan Bellisario led the discussions with contributions from John Belch and Ed Gergerich.

The tour continued from Davis Avenue back to Termon where it turned right up the street, stopping to briefly tour 
Hosanna Church with a commentary by Pastor Gary Paladin.  The tour ended at the Malanos home, one of the historic 
Oliver buildings, where Marilyn graciously hosted a tea for our visitors.

Fall Clean-Up 
by Tim Maloney (The Dirt Doctor)

The Brighton Heights fall clean-up was a rousing success this year!  We had over 45 volunteers who picked up trash on 
over 20 major streets.  The day began with a slight rain, but by 10 am the sun was out and we had great weather in which 
to work.  We picked up well over 40 bags of trash, found eight tires, a television and a desk chair!  

Everyone who volunteered received a ticket for free beer to the Oktoberfest event on California Avenue later that day.  
We saw many folks return and redeem their ticket for a well-deserved micro-brew.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the neighborhood more beautiful.  

A special thank you to the kids and adults from Holy Family Institute!  We will do this again in April for the Earth Day/
spring clean-up.  Anyone who would like to help pick up our neighborhood on a monthly basis, please contact Tim 
Maloney and find out how you can Adopt A Block!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Check the date after your name on your mailing label and make sure your membership is up to date.  If it is not, please 
renew your membership now, either by sending in a renewal with the form on the back of the newsletter, or by going to 
our website online and renewing it by PayPal.
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The annual Brighton Heights Halloween 
Parade was held on Saturday, October 26, 2013.  
It was a bit chilly, but that did not dampen the 
enthusiasm of the 161 children who marched 
from Pittsburgh Morrow up to Legion Park 
in costumes.  There the marchers were each 
given a bag of goodies, with treats ranging from 
chocolates and candy, donated by our Giant 
Eagle and Bill Goodrich, to crackers courtesy 
of Darlene Harris, treats from JP Gallery for 
Performing Arts (who also donated toy prizes 
for the children), and puzzle pages and safety 
hints from Adam Ravenstahl. All in bags were 
donated by ALCOSAN.

The three judges, Elaine Christopher, 
Kathleen Masters (Giant Eagle Team Leader), 
and Kelly Shesko (Carnegie Woods Run 
Library Children’s Librarian) worked during 
registration from 11:30 to 12:30.  As always, 
they had a very hard job picking out just fifteen 
winners from all the beautiful and innovative 
costumes assembled.  

While the children waited for the parade to 
start, they were entertained by Pitt student 
volunteers, part of the PMADD (Pitt Make 
a Difference Day program) who donned 
giant puppets from our neighbor Cheryl 
Capezzuti’s stable of characters. A team of 
dancers led by Jessica Schubert from JP Gallery 
for Performing Arts Studio led the marchers 
up Davis Avenue to the beat of music from 
Brendan Schubert’s musical car.

Halloween Parade

The fifteen winners, 
in no particular order, were: 
Camern Pasquale as a Stoplight 
Linus Pietrusza as a Giant Orange Person 
Link Pietrusza as a Giant Purple Person 
Isabelle Wojichowski as a Fortune Teller 
Lucia Lazzara-Goodrich as a Victorian Spirit 
Alectra McNeal as a Vampire 
Katie Doublin as a Cowardly Lion 
Aydan Keneally as a Jester 
Harper Weatherford-Brown as Iron Eagle 
Henry Weatherford-Brown as Robin Raccoon 
Lilly Weatherford-Brown as Wonder Toy 
Reen Weatherford-Brown as Super Caterpillar 
Nathan Joyce as Sonic Hedgehog 
Emily Mellinger as a Dead Rag Doll 
Christopher Lucas as a Bunch of Grapes
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As part of my work on the House Tour Committee,  I 
research the histories of the homes that are on the tour.  
You can do it too.  It can take a lot of effort, but if you’re 
curious and thorough, you can get a clearer picture of the 
history of your house.  There is no one place where you 
can find everything about your home but here’s where to 
start:

1)Carnegie Library website: (http://www.clpgh.org/
research/pittsburgh/history/househistories.html) 

This Carnegie Library site has information and links to old 
city directories, maps and photos.  You can look up what 
your property looked like in maps, photos and who may 
have been living there with the directories.

2) US Census records via a service like Ancestry.
com.  There is free access to Ancestry through the 
Carnegie Library on site.

3) Google Newspapers:  
(http://www.news.google.com/newspapers)

4) Allegheny County real estate site:  
(http://www2.county.allegheny.pa.us/RealEstate)

This site is the place to start the search backward through 

time.  The date of construction may not be correct but as 
you go back through the owner history you can find out a 
lot about the property.

The important information for a thorough research is the 
Deed Book number and Deed Page number.  It’s listed 
on each of the web pages for your home.  This is the 
location of the latest deed associated with your house and 
property.  

To continue to go back in history, you need to spend 
several hours downtown at the County Office Building 
on Ross Street 3rd floor (Deeds).  You look up the book 
and page number on the computer, and when your deed 
comes up, it will refer you to the previous deed by Book 
and Page number.  You keep looking up the previous deeds 
by noting these Book and Page numbers.  Deeds previous 
to 1986 are not on the computer.  You will need to 
manually look up each book on the massive shelves of the 
Department.  It takes a good bit of time but eventually you 
get back to the vacant property and history back to the 
1700’s in a lot of cases.

This is what I do for each of the houses on the Tour. 

Good luck on your search.

Christmas Tree Lighting
The Christmas tree lighting will 
be held on Saturday, December 
7th at 6:30 PM in Legion Park. 
We have replaced the lights 
that the squirrels destroyed 
last year and will attempt to 
thwart their efforts this year.  
We will have carolers, Santa, 

and hot chocolate for the 
children and adults.  

We hope to see nice weather 
and a lot of participants.

Safety Information 
by Donna Kramer

During the past 15 months, there have been no homicides 
within Zone One.  Burglaries and hard core crime are 
down as well.  For the third year in a row, Zone One has 
led the city in removing the most guns from the street.

Best Buy at 4801 McKnight Road will accept any television, 
computer, or electronics devices. They will even come to 
your home to pick them up.  Feel free to call them at  
412-635-6110.

Due to the Pirates’ winning season, there have been larger 
crowds at PNC Park and this has led to more vandalism of 
cars.  Remember, do not leave items of value in your car at 
any time after you park! NEVER leave money, cell phones, 
cigarettes, laptops or any other valuables in view. Thieves 
will break your window to get them. Lock them up, keep 
them out of sight, or leave them at home. 

Interested in Your Home’s History?
By John Belch
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Pitt University
Make a Difference Day 

(PMADD)
We once again were able to participate in the Pitt Make a Difference Day program.  Busloads 
of student volunteers are dispersed in groups of 40 to various neighborhoods throughout 
the City to participate in clean-up efforts and community projects.  We share a busload of 
students with the Brightwood Civic Group to plant trees in their neighborhood.

Since we had our fall clean-up on October 12th in anticipation of our History and Landmarks 
Foundation tour of the neighborhood, we were able to use the 20 students we hosted to 
paint a large stretch of the railings on Brighton Heights Boulevard and also help with the 
Halloween Parade.  The Parade volunteers donned five of Cheryl Capezzuti’s Giant Puppets 
and entertained the children waiting for the parade. They then marched up Davis Avenue with 
the parade to Legion Park.
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Children’s Health Insurance Program Extended and Improved 

State Rep. Adam Ravenstahl 
D-Allegheny 

www.pahouse.com/Ravenstahl

Pennsylvania’s Children’s Health Insurance Program received 
a new lease on life through a recently enacted law that I 
supported. The new law extends CHIP through December 
2015, allowing the program to continue providing coverage 
to more than 188,000 Pennsylvania children.

Without this legislation, the program would have expired at 
the end of this calendar year.

CHIP coverage is available to any child in Pennsylvania 
whose family earns too much to qualify for Medicaid but 
can’t afford to purchase private insurance or isn’t covered 
by an employer.

CHIP covers immunizations, wellness checkups, prescriptions, 
dental, vision and hearing services, diagnostic testing, 
emergency care, mental health benefits and hospitalization. 
The cost of insurance under CHIP is based on family income.

In addition to extending the program, the new law also 
eliminates the provision that required children go without 
insurance for six months before qualifying for enrollment 

in CHIP. There was no legitimate reason for that provision, 
which put the health of uninsured children at risk.

Insurance programs such as CHIP have a place in our state. 
The need for them is illustrated by figures from the Hospital 
and Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania, or HAP.

The number of uninsured people nationwide decreased by 
more than 662,000 from 2011 to 2012. But in Pennsylvania, 
the number of uninsured rose by 156,000, or 11 percent, 
from 2011 to 2012.

The report also notes that three out of every four of 
Pennsylvania’s uninsured live in a household with at least 
one working adult.

If your child doesn’t have health insurance, or you know of a 
child who isn’t covered, you can find out more about CHIP 
and how to enroll at www.chipcoverspakids.com. If you 
need assistance with CHIP or any state-related service, you 
can also contact my local office. The phone number is 412-
321-5523 and the address is 3689 California Ave., Pittsburgh.

Library Notes
Ellen Paul 

Manager, Woods Run Branch 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Haven’t been to the library in a while?  Come on back!  We’re more 
than just books! 
 
Are you between jobs?  You won’t want to miss our 4 week Job 
Seeking Basics Workshops.  Every Monday in November from 3:00 
-4:30pm.  Learn to create powerful resumes, write effective cover 
letters improve interviewing skills and learn the ins and outs of online 
job applications.  Register for your spot at 

http://carnegielibrary.org/events/details.cfm?location=Woods%20Run&event_id=95585 
 
Did you know that you can get three FREE music downloads each week including popular artists like Adele, Mumford and 
Sons and Kenny Chesney? Stop by the library today and we’ll show you how. 
 
http://carnegielibrary.org/locations/woodsrun/
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Sam Allen  
Allysae L  
Amera L.  
Anthony Barron  
Jeff Bebout  
John Belch+  
PeteBellisario+  
JoanBellisario+  
Judy Bendsten+  
Susan Benn+  
Thomas Bentley
John Bixler   
Lori Bower+  
John Bratton  
Christina Breugger+ 
Jason Breugger+  
Brian L.   
Steve Brosky  
AnnMarie Brosky  
Megan Capelli  
Chris    
Elaine Christopher 
Dan Collins  
Richard Costanza  
Larry Crouser  
Alex Day  
Bill Day+  
Kelly Day+  
Angela DuDdolce 
Brendan Delaney+ 
Meghan Delaney  
Joanne Donahue  
Doug Drat  
Karrine Drewer  
Cameron Duncan 
Larry Ehrlich  
Janice Engelman+  
Forest Engelman  
Patrick Engelman  
Roy Engelman+  
Chris Falls  
Theresa Fecik  

Jennifer Fiscus  
Tom Fodi+  
Chris Fullerton  
Janet Genster  
Ed Gergerich+  
Bill Goodrich+  
Routay Grayson  
John Grubbes  
Darlene Harris  
Sue Hartman+  
Bob Hartman+  
Peggy Hartman  
Daryl Hartman  
Adam Hnatkovich 
Jan Held+  
John Iatesta  
Mike Ickes  
Irene Jakubowski+ 
Jimok   
Jermellec Johns  
Dustin Kader  
Ian Kane   
Martelle Katzbech 
Cathy Kaut  
Tom Kaylor+  
Abbie Keifer  
Keith   
Tim Kernan+  
Javan Key-White  
Mark Kirby+  
Donna Kramer+  
Art Kreisel+  
Cameron Kuchta  
Cheryl Lambert+  
Ivan Lambert  
Becky Lampert  
Tessa andover  
Dave Lebec  
Josh Liberatore  
Natalie Lieatdka  
Ron Lindow  
Haio Liu   

Gert Long+  
Helen Lorinc+  
Anthony Macmur  
Shaina Madden  
Veronica Malercia  
Amanda Maloney+ 
Jenna Maloney+  
Tim Maloney+  
Sue Maloney+  
Olivia Maloney+  
Kathleen Masters  
Jake Matschner  
Tom McIntyre  
Sue McLaren+  
Andy McLaren+  
Ray Meyer+  
Michael P  
Kathy Miller  
Sherle Milliern  
Josh Nard  
Scott Needy  
Allyson Notaro+  
Jim Orr   
Deb Orr  
Oscar S.   
Gary Paladin   
Vince Pallus+  
Karen Pappert  
Patty Petrusch  
Tom Pollard+  
Kristin Priestley  
Joseph Ramey  
Emily Ramos  
Joshua Ramos  
Allyana amos  
Adam Ravenstahl  
Joseph Reznik  
Curtis Rich  
Christin Roman  
Steven Rough  
Josh Sand  
Lila Sand   

Patrick Sanders+  
Christin Savage+  
George Sbily  
Killiern Scheible  
Austin Scheier  
Brendan Schubert+ 
Jessica Schubert  
Keith Scott  
Gretchen Serra  
Kelly Shesko  
Suzie Smolin  
Carl Southers  
Erin Springer  
Lalita Stadler  
Lauren Stauffer+  
Josh Strayer  
Tonya Streit  
Charlene Swann  
Tyrice Taylor  
Trotter   
Derch Turhan  
Tyrell   
Peggy Urzua+  
Karl Vanderwood  
Sean Wade  
Stephanie Waite  
Jayonne Walker  
Michael Wenzel  
Kim Wojciechowski 
Collin Wolk  
Trevan Woodson  
Jeff Worsinger  
Sabrina Yellets  
Kathy Yurkovich
Matt Yurkovitch  
Mariann Zahren+  
Jeff Zelinski

Thank You to Our 2013 Volunteers

This is a list of all the volunteers who signed in at the various activities we’ve had this year.   A few of them are part of 
groups who helped us, SCA, Holy Family Institute, and Pitt students. Some of the volunteers are members of Emmanuel 
Christian and Hosanna Churches who don’t live in our neighborhood, but are so faithful in helping us with our projects.  
The majority of the names on the list are our members and neighbors, and the ones with “+” participated in more than 
one project, sometimes as much as ten different projects!

There are 163 names listed here!! How wonderful that we have so many neighbors who are willing to give time and 
talents to our neighborhood - and I probably missed a good number of people who forgot to sign in. This is what makes 
Brighton Heights such a great place to live!  Thank you ALL!
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September 12, 2013
The meeting was brought to order at 7:05 
pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
The Minutes from the May 9, 2013 
General Membership meeting were 
accepted without changes. 

Special Guests:

Urban Redevelopment 
Authority – Shaina Madden

Shaina reported that the housing project 
on the former St. Johns property is 
progressing and will be implemented in 
two phases. The first will be nine homes 
along Fleming Avenue and the second will 
be 13 homes along McClure Avenue.  The 
site plan drawings are almost complete 
and will be bid to contractors this fall.  This 
will be site preparation work. At the same 
time, an RFP for the actual construction of 
the first phase will be sent to prospective 
developers.

Shaina also reported on the TreeVitalize 
neighborhood tree program.  The program 
is on track to plant 20,000 trees by 2015.  
She is preparing to submit an updated 
application for street trees in Brighton 
Heights.  Anyone interested should contact 
her.

Report of Officers and Others:

There was no president’s report.

Corresponding Secretary’s 
Report – Vince Pallus

Vince reminded members of PHLF tour 
literature available and thanked Shaina 
Madden for her work on the St. Johns 
project.

Treasurer’s Report - 
Joan Bellisario

Net Worth Report – As of 9/12/2013

Assets - Cash and Bank Accounts

Bank CD                         0.00

Monument                   1,637.63

Operating Account           1,074.17 

SSB OP Account     21,906.34

State Grant Account         907.21

United Way                        4,352.43

TOTAL                            $ 29,877.78

The Treasurer’s report was accepted 
without changes.

Crime and Safety Committee– 
Officer Forrest Hodges

Officer Hodges reported that Zone 1 
overall crime has been decreasing all year 
and there have been no homicides so far 
in 2013.  One crime that has been on the 
increase is theft from vehicle.  Please be 
aware and hide items of interest.  Members 
raised many concerns over nuisance 
properties, traffic, parking and school 
crossing issues.  

These discussions included: 

 »Increased hit/run incidents in the 3500  
 block of Brighton 
 »Traffic study for the 5-way intersection  

 at California/Termon
 »Driveway parking citations in other  

 neighborhoods
 »Continuing noise levels at the church  

 located at Shadeland/Davis
 »False police reports
 »Missing crossing guard at Benton/ 

 Brighton
 »Parking at Lynn Williams apartments  

 on Goe
 »Parking at corner of McClure/Benton  

 during church activities
 »Commercial truck parking at McClure/ 

 Gass

Council President- Darlene 
Harris

Darlene reported that an updated city 
noise ordinance is still in committee.  
A nuisance property, according to the 
ordinance, requires three incidents in 
which a fine is issued.  She brought copies 
of the ordinance to the meeting and more 
are available from her office.  Driveway 
parking citations and carport occupancy 
permits will be discussed in Council soon.  
Any missing school crossing guards can be 
reported to 911 for police dispatch or her 
office for continuing issues.  The PWSA 
has determined that the excessive run-off 
near the rain garden on Antrim is a natural 
spring, not a broken pipe or drain.  Work 
to channel that run-off to the garden is 
anticipated.  The farm stand at Brighton/
Lecky has been successful.  A question 
on outdoor fire pits was referred to fire 
officials.

Garden Committee/Public Art 
Susan Benn

Susan gave a history of our neighborhood 
gardens and announced the formation of a 
Garden Committee.  The next meeting in 
September 29th  is at 4pm.  More members 
are encouraged. The 14 WPC flower 
baskets on California Avenue were well 
received and supported by the community. 

On October 12, along with the litter 
cleanup, there will be a plant division and 
transplantation effort.  On October 19 
at the Flea market there will be a plant 
exchange.  A Public Art Committee is 
being sought and anyone interested should 
contact her.

California Markets 
Lauren Stauffer

Lauren Stauffer reported that the California 
Markets events this summer have been 
successful. The last one will be held on 
September 14 and include a Family Pageant 
sponsored by Timeless Beauty.  There is an 
effort to have a smaller event from 3-8pm 
on October 12.  More information is at 
pghretail.com and our website.

Litter Cleanup- Tim Maloney
Tim reported that the fall litter cleanup 
will be held on October 12 and all are 
encouraged to help keep our neighborhood 
clean.  This cleanup will precede the 
October 18 PHLF walking tour of the 
California Avenue area.  Anyone who 
wishes to “adopt” a block or portion for 
litter pickup to please let him know.

Old Business
The Halloween parade will be held 
Saturday October 26 with registration 
beginning at 11:30 am.  Students from 
the new music and dance school on 
California Avenue will participate and 
any other ideas on making the parade 
more festive are welcomed.
At the November GMM meeting our 
Board of Directors election will be 
held.  Rules for nomination and voting 
were distributed at the meeting and 
are available on our website. The slate 
of candidates is:

President ::  Vince Pallus
Vice-President :: Kelly Day
Recording Secretary :: John Belch
Corresponding Secretary :: Lauren 
Stauffer
Treasurer :: Susan Smolin
Directors: ::  Tom Kaylor, John 
Norman, Jeff Worsinger

There were no nominations from the 
floor.

New Business
Don Gregory from Team Pittsburgh 
Dekhockey represented their program, 
which involves over 350 children.  They are 
at a point where an expansion is needed.  
A second deck is being proposed with 
the use of the former softball field for 

BHCF General 
Membership Meeting 

Minutes
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parking.  Pete and the Board have decided 
to hold a meeting with neighbors of the 
facility at Marmaduke Park to air issues 
with this proposal and to get answers to 
all questions.  Traffic safety and parking 
are important to the neighborhood and a 
study is needed.  Signatures in support or 
against will be sought at this meeting with 
a goal of 70% supporting so the Federation 
can stand behind this proposal.

Pete reported that the open house for the 
expanded Morrow/Rooney school (now 
PreK-7 soon to be PreK-8) went well 
and that the success and stability of this 
school is very important to the future of 
the neighborhood.  Parents with children 
in the neighborhood are encouraged to 
speak out as to what they would like to see 
implemented at the school.  A Facebook 
page has been created for those interested 

at facebook.com/ Brighton Heights Magnet 
School Interest.

State Representative Adam Ravenstahl 
welcomed any questions and reminded 
members his office is available for 
assistance in many issues.

The Woods Run Friends of the Library are 
sponsoring a raffle for two tickets to the 
Dec 8 Steeler game. This year’s “Taste of 
Brighton” fundraiser will be held Sunday 
October 13 at 1pm.  The event will be held 
in the Library.  Tickets are $20 adv/$25 
door.

Pete reported that John Collins has 
volunteered to head up a Vacant Lots 
Committee, which will help address our 
needs in the neighborhood.

Janice John-Engelman reported the 
Brighton Heights Lutheran Church has 
commenced their monthly after school 
program starting Oct 7 and running 
through April.  The program is available for 
students in grades K-4.  The church is also 
holding its Octoberfest on October 13 
from 1-4pm.

Anything for the Good of the 
Federation

The next General Membership 
meeting will be November 14, 2013.

The 50/50 Raffle prize was $19.00 and won 
then donated by Darlene Harris
Approximately 60 persons attended.
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 
9:10 pm
Respectfully submitted - John Belch

From Council President Darlene Harris

What a year Brighton Heights has had!  I am glad to have assisted with the new lighting and poles installed on California 
Avenue earlier this year and am happy to report that feedback from residents has been very positive.

As I reflect on the year’s achievements and look forward to an even better year in 2014, I ask you all to remember that 
each accomplishment is due to the dedication of community residents who band together as opportunities present 
themselves.  

This year Donna Kramer, a longtime community volunteer, was honored in City Council 
for her years of dedication to Brighton Heights.  We also welcomed Stephanie Lauren’s 
creative open air California Market, which livened up the business district this summer.  
There are many more energetic residents and I believe we can best show them our 
appreciation by joining BHCF and becoming engaged in the many activities throughout the 
neighborhood. 

As I have done for the last two years, I am again alerting Pittsburghers to the list the city 
Controller has of people who are due unclaimed funds from the City.  The list of names 
of those owed money by the City is on Council District One’s page on the City’s website, 
the link is:  http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/district1/2008_Unclaimed_Funds_Names.pdf

If you do not have access to the internet, please call my office and my staff will check the 
list. Nearly 900 people are owed money by the City of Pittsburgh, in amounts ranging 
from $1 to $6,500. Residents have until February 15, 2014 to claim these funds.

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year to you and your families! 

Please feel free to call my office if I can be of any assistance:  412.255.2135.
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Brighton Heights Citizens Federation
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 January 10th, 2013 at the 
John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

This newsletter is printed for us by Allegheny General Hospital and we appreciate their 
generosity!
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Membership is also available on-line at www.brightonheights.org

BHCF Treasurer
3629 California Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 Thursday, September 12, 2013 
at the John Morrow auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.

The next Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00pm Thursday, November 14, 2013 
at John Morrow Auditorium on the corner of Davis and Fleming Avenues.


