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The Federation’s busiest time of the year is upon us. We 
have the Earth Day clean-up, a General Membership 
Meeting, flower planting, the house tour, the Memo-
rial Day ceremony, and the flea market. The house tour 
brings people from throughout the region to see our 
neighborhood at its best, but it would also be a pleasure 
to see more of our neighbors there. When you come, 
you not only get to enjoy the event, but you also sup-
port our efforts to showcase the neighborhood. Buy a 
couple tickets and bring your friends. Read the articles 
in the newsletter that discuss each of these events, and 
come join us for one or all of them.

MEET THE CANDIDATES: We are inviting the individu-
als who are running for the 20th District House seat 
to our May 13th General Membership Meeting. We will 
have slips of paper for you to write questions for the 
candidates to respond to with no questions being ac-
cepted from the floor. Andy McLaren will moderate the 
discussion.

The Memorial Day ceremony will be held on Monday, 
May 31st at 10:00 AM at Legion Park. We are encourag-
ing all veterans and families of veterans to attend. The 
attendance has been growing in the past two years 
and we’d like to see even more participation. We have 
added members who are currently serving in the 27th 
Ward. We would at least like to call their names during 

the ceremony if they can not be in attendance. World 
War II veterans would certainly add to a great day. If 
you know of any veterans and currently-serving indi-
viduals please call (412) 734-9434 and get the names to 
us. Also, it would be great if you could help them get to 
the event. Food will be served at Christ Hope Church 
after the ceremony.

The Pittsburgh School Board announced that John 
Morrow students would be moved to Arthur J. Rooney 
Middle School and that Morrow would close because 
of the cost of renovating. The North Side Leadership 
Conference responded quickly and established an edu-
cation committee to work public schools as a collective 
issue and develop, with the School Board, a comprehen-
sive plan for K-8 grades on the North Side. We were 
successful in having Morrow remain open and Rooney 
mothballed for this coming school year. The potential 
for Rooney to reopen will depend on the studies being 
done concerning school age population in our neigh-
borhood and the adjoining neighborhoods. We met 
with Superintendent Roosevelt to discuss this very 
important issue and feel that we have an opportunity 
to get some promising results. Thanks to Tony DeCarlo 
and Linda DeCarlo for their efforts as members of the 
Federation on the committee in addition to the Board 
members participating.
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 by Pete Bellisario

Commemorating Memorial Day, Touring Houses, 
Questioning Candidates, Saving Schools and More

President’s Message 

Next General Membership Meeting - Thursday, May 13th 7 p.m.
Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church
Corner of Brighton Rd and Benton Ave
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Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
Comes to Brighton Heights!!

New Board member Kelly Day has succeeded in finding an organic farm interested in serving the Brighton Heights area. Kretschmann Farms begins its distri-
bution season on June 1st and it runs through November 19th. That is 25 weeks of delivery of fresh, organic, locally grown produce to the participants. Each 
share will be an assortment based on what is fresh and in season / available at the time.

Please contact the farm directly if you would like to participate in the program. They will work out payment arrangements with you and help you decide on 
the right size share for your family’s needs. You may want to consider going in with a friend or relative and sharing the harvest each week, as the supply of 
produce may be too large for a small family.

The shares will be delivered weekly to Kelly Day’s house on Antrim Street and you will be able to pick them up there during the allocated time slot, which is 
to be determined. Please see the web site or contact Kelly Day directly at 412-298-1517 for more information about the program.

Don or Becky Kretschmann
257 Zeigler Road
Rochester, PA 15074
724-452-7189
don@kretschmannfarm.com

Small Share    $525   $21 a week

Medium Share   $625   $25 a week

Large Share    $750   $30 a week
 
Half Share    $303   $21 every other week (+ $30 surcharge)

$75 deposit due in May
Half of total cost due June 1st
Other half due August 17th

Here is a list of some of the products that will be offered as they come in season:

Early in the season there will be spinach, lettuce, strawberries, onions, beets, fresh herbs, kale… 

Midsummer you would see peppers, tomatoes, new potatoes, broccoli, sweet corn, blueberries, lettuce, squash… 

Late season brings apple cider, spinach, potatoes, carrots, cabbage, beets, cauliflower… 

In the fall they have larger quantities of potatoes, carrots, apples, cabbage and beets which can be stored for later use.

As a bonus, Kretschmann Farms also includes recipes with the deliveries of the week so that you get ideas of how to incorporate new vegetables into your 
family’s menus.
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CSA
Community Supported Agriculture

Just some facts about joining a CSA:

It is a way to buy local, seasonal food directly from a farmer. He offers "shares" to the public consisting of a box of vegetables or farm products every week 
during the growing season. Interested consumers purchase a share (also known as a "membership") and in return receive an amount of seasonal produce 
each week throughout the farming season.

Advantages for the farmer:

- Gets to spend time marketing the food early in the year, before their 16-hour days in the field begin

- Receives payment early in the season which helps with the farm’s cash flow

- Has an opportunity to get to know the people who eat the food he grows

Advantages for the consumer:

- Eats ultra-fresh, organic food with all the flavor and vitamin benefits

- Gets exposed to new vegetables and new ways of cooking

- Can visit the farm and develop a relationship with the farmer if desired

All CSA’s aren’t the same and some include more than the vegetables that will be in our program this year. There is an important concept woven into the CSA 
model that takes the arrangement beyond the usual commercial transaction. That is the notion of shared risk. If a hailstorm wipes out all the peppers, then 
everyone is disappointed and together they make up for it with other produce like squash and broccoli. Most CSA farmers feel a great sense of responsibility 
to their members.

Tips for potential CSA members:

Don’t expect all your produce to come from the CSA – you will most likely want to supplement with a little from the grocery store, especially staples like 
onions, garlic, and carrots.

If you are not used to eating seasonally, do some research. In most cases the first crops will be salad greens, peas, green onions and the like. By the end of the 
season, the boxes should be much heavier with things like winter squash, potatoes, tomatoes and broccoli.

Quantity varies – good to ask up front. Your farmer may be willing to adjust some items to suit your taste but remember, this not shopping in a grocery store. 
The weather and other mitigating circumstances may get in the way of the farmer’s ability to provide the ideal amount for the particular community. You may 
get to be very popular in your neighborhood by sharing your excesses.

If you want to preserve food for winter, ask the farmer if he can provide extra quantities of certain vegetables for canning or freezing.

Make sure you understand the policies of the farm you will be working with, such as what happens if you don’t pick up your box of food right away. It is best 
for you and for the host family who will be providing the delivery spot for the farmer, and who most likely will need to reclaim their porch and avoid having 
to guard boxes not picked up in a timely fashion. Make sure you know how situations are dealt with before the season starts.

Consider going in together with a friend or family member for a start until you learn how the system works for you.
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Register Now for the Hearts 
in the Park Walk

You can help support the memory of James A. Magovern, MD, and those who 
support medical researchers in Western Pennsylvania by taking part in the 
Hearts in the Park Walk. It will take place on Saturday, May 15th at 9 AM, rain 
or shine, on Pittsburgh’s North Side.

The walk through Allegheny Commons Park, the "heart" of Pittsburgh’s his-
toric North Side, is open to everyone. Your registration fee will support the 
Gerald McGinnis Cardiovascular Institute’s Center for Research and Innova-
tion at Allegheny General Hospital. This research may lead to new treatments 
and medical devices that will help heart patients have more productive lives 
after surgery. A portion of the money raised also goes to the Allegheny Com-
mons Steering Committee of the Northside Leadership Conference to sup-
port the restoration and rehabilitation efforts of Allegheny Commons.

During this year’s Hearts in the Park Walk, you will also have the opportunity 
to learn about a heart-healthy lifestyle with the Prescription for a Healthy 
Heart Expo. The Expo is free for all registered walkers and will provide ed-
ucation on achieving a heart-healthy lifestyle, including diet, weight control 
and exercise. The importance of blood pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol 
management with medications will also be featured.

Registration must be completed by May 7th. Cost is $20 per person and in-
cludes a Hearts in the Park T-shirt and a free admission pass to the Pittsburgh 
Children’s Museum.

Individual and team registration opportunities are available. For more infor-
mation or to receive a registration brochure please call 412-359-5026

Join us and take steps to fight heart disease!

Improve Your Home and  
Receive a Government  

Benefit Too by Peggy Urzua
  
As an offshoot of the "Cash for Caulkers" program, Congress is working on 
the Home Star program. This will provide new incentives for consumers who 
invest in energy retrofits in their homes. Investments in energy efficiency can 
help create jobs while improving our energy security and saving consumers 
money. Congress is considering a new program to provide rebates for con-
sumers to help them make cost-saving investments in their homes.

Currently there are two programs: "Silver Star" and "Gold Star."

With "Silver Star", homeowners may receive $1000 to $1500 for each mea-
sure installed or $250 per appliance. These measures include attic, wall and 
crawl space insulation, duct sealing or replacement, replacement of existing 
windows, doors, furnaces, air conditioners, heat pumps, water heaters and 
appliances. These improvements must be implemented by an appropriately 
licensed and insured contractor.

The "Gold Star" path requires a comprehensive energy audit and implementa-
tion of the required improvements which together will provide greater total 
returns in energy savings. Consumers may receive $4000 for savings of 20 
per cent plus additional $1500 for each additional five per cent of energy 
savings but not to exceed 50 per cent of project costs. Contractors must be 
BPI accredited.

See www.washintoninsight.owenscorning.com

Verizon Velocity 
Donation Program

The Verizon Velocity Program was established by Verizon to benefit non-
profit organizations by making monetary donation based on qualifying sales 
of specified Verizon products.  As a qualified Section 501(c) organization, the 
Federation is eligible for these funds.

Place a new order for one of these Verizon products by calling 1-888-345-
7544 and provide the Brighton Heights tracking number, which is 50257, and 
the Federation will receive a donation from Verizon. Because we enrolled 
before May 31, 2010, we would receive "Double" the donation!

Residential Products Donation Amount 

Verizon FiOS® Internet $25.00

Verizon High Speed Internet (768Kbps and 3.0Mbps)   $25.00
  
DIRECTV® $20.00

Verizon FiOS® TV $20.00

Verizon Freedomsm Calling $10.00

Verizon Long Distance $10.00

Additional Line $10.00

*Order Qualifications
Donations are based on new product orders only. Donations are not paid 
retroactively on previous Verizon product orders. Your supporters must place 
their new Verizon order by calling the special Velocity sales number. Your  
supporters must provide your tracking code at the time they order.

For an organization to qualify for a donation, a customer must designate that 
organization when ordering a new Verizon product (a product that is not cur-
rently on their account) from the list above. New orders must remain with 
Verizon a minimum of 30 days from the order date. Renewals or speed/pack-
age upgrades do not constitute a new sale. For example, upgrading your Ve-
rizon High Speed Internet plan from 768Kbps to 3.0Mbps or upgrading your 
Verizon FiOS TV package from Essentials to Extreme does not constitute a 
new sale. However, switching from High Speed Internet to FiOS Internet or 
switching from DIRECTV® to FiOS TV does constitute a new sale.

Zone One 
Appreciation Day

will be on Wednesday, August 4th from 11 AM to 6 PM. It will be at Risen Lord 
Education Center, 3250 California Avenue. This is to say Thank You to our 
police, fire, EMS and River Rescue.
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Neighborhood 
Flea Market

 

Let us help you with your spring cleaning. Bring all those no-lon-
ger-needed treasures to our second annual neighborhood yard 
sale in Legion Park on Saturday, June 5th from 9 AM to 2 PM. You 
can rent a 6 foot by 10 foot space in the park for only $10. You 
supply your own table if you like. We will publicize the event for 
you. Our first attempt at this activity last spring was a great suc-
cess, so plan to participate this year.

Make a reservation on line at www.brightonheights.org or fill out 
the application below and mail it in with your reservation fee.

 Name: _______________________________

  Address ______________________________

 City _________________________________

 Phone _______________________________

 E-mail (optional) ________________________

 Number of 6 x 10 ft spaces needed __________

 Amount Enclosed _______________________
 

Make checks payable to Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation. 

Please do not send cash.

BHCF Flea Market
Box 99696

Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Time to think S-P-R-I-N-G! Bring your garden gloves and knee pads if you like, 
and join us for the annual spring flower planting on Saturday, May 15th at 8:30 AM 
on the corners of California and Termon Avenues. We will be working to have 
the gardens in before the house tour which will take place the following week. 
We have already received a number of donations that will be used toward the 
purchase of the flowers for this project, and we do appreciate the support for this 
labor-intensive effort.

Flower Planting Volunteer

 Name: ____________________________________________

 Phone ____________________________________________

Flower Donation

 Donation for purchase of flowers: $ ______________________

 Name ____________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________

 City _____________________________________________

 Phone ____________________________________________

 E-mail (optional) ____________________________________

Make checks payable to Brighton Heights Citizens Federation.
Please do not send cash.

BHCF Flower Planting
Box 99696

Pittsburgh, PA 15233



The Annual Brighton Heights house tour will take place on Sunday, May 23rd from noon to 5 PM. The focus of this tour will be houses on Davis Avenue,  
California Avenue, Fleming Avenue, Orchlee Street, McClure Avenue and Termon Avenue. The tour will once again feature a chocolate theme.

Tickets for the tour are $12 each if reservations are made before May 22nd, and $15 the day of the tour. So get your friends together and come enjoy the 
tour.  You can make a reservation by sending in the attached form or by going to www.brightonheights.org and completing the form online and mailing it in 
or by using PayPal. You can also email us at brightonheights@yahoo.com or call the answer line at 412-734-0233 and make your reservation by leaving your 
name and telephone number and the number of tickets needed.

Ticket Reservation Form
Date: Sunday, May 23, 2010   Time: Noon to 5 PM      Cost:  $12 (non-refundable) 

if received before Saturday, May 22, 2010, $15 day of tour  

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive our free eNewsletter?        

Number of tickets: ___________________________________      Amount enclosed:  ________________________

No cash, please – send check to:
BHCF, Inc. 2010 House Tour

PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PAYPAL available on our website at: www.brightonheights.org
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General Membership 
Meeting May 13th

After a short General Membership Meeting on Thursday, May 13th, we will 
be hosting a "Meet the Candidates" forum. We will meet as usual at 7 PM at 
the Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church. Candidates for State Represen-
tative for the 20th District agreeing to attend are Dan Keller, Mark Purcell, 
Adam Ravenstahl and Tim Tuinstra. Hosting the forum will be former BHCF 
Board member Andy McLaren.

Candidates will have a few minutes to give a short summary of who they 
are and what they would like to accomplish in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Attendees will have a chance to write down questions for 
the speakers. These questions will be randomly selected and posed to the 
candidates in turn by drawing numbers.

AGH Suburban Campus
Ten BHCF Board members attended a meeting on April 22nd with officials 
from West Penn Allegheny to hear plans for the future of the Bellevue hos-
pital.  Rumors abound about changes that are going to take place soon, so 
AGH wanted to allay fears that the site will be closed.  They have been doing 
a “Listening Tour” of the affected neighborhoods explaining why changes 
must be made and promising to maintain that portion of medical service 
which the local community needs and will support.

Staff members Debbie Caplan, Dawn Gideon, Peg McCormick Baron, and 
Kim Sperring talked through a slide presentation outlining the problems 
facing the facility and the proposed solutions.  They explained that the re-
sources committed to the site must match the needs of the community so 
that the hospital can remain vital and be able to provide care to the local 
neighborhoods.

The officials were adamant that:
• The Commitment to the North Boroughs will continue
• AGH will not abandon the building
• If the Inpatient side closes, Urgent Care will continue

It is hoped that a number of services will remain such as laboratories for 
testing, doctor’s offices, and Urgent Care.  Without inpatient beds, there can 
be no full Emergency Department, but continuing Urgent Care will mean 
that the first four levels of trauma care could be addressed there, with only 
the most serious cases needing to go to a full service hospital.

Board members attending the meeting and speaking to the concerns  
of Brighton Heights were:  Pete & Joan Bellisario, Janice Johns, Tom  
Kaylor, Cathy Kernan, Donna Kramer, Gert Long, Ray Meyer, Peggy Urzua, 
and Helen Wehner.     

Welcome to New 
Board Members

We are happy to announce that we have two volunteers for vacant Board 
of Directors positions:  Kelly Day joined us in March and has already spear-
headed the CSA project.  Be sure to check it out on pages 2 and 3.  Autumn 
Keller came to her first board meeting in April, and we are looking forward 
to having her on the Board.

Memorial Day 
Ceremony

The Brighton Heights Citizens Federation will once again join with The 
American Legion Post 681 to sponsor the 27th Ward Memorial Day Cel-
ebration in Legion Park on Monday, May 31st at 10 AM. If you would like to 
participate in or help with the planning of the ceremony, please contact the 
chairman, Ted Bergfelt through the Answer Line at 412-734-0233. Do en-
courage any veterans, their family members and all your neighbors to come 
to the celebration.

There will be a patriotic sing-along throughout the program, and refresh-
ments will be served at the Christ Hope Church on Shadeland Avenue after 
the ceremony. Be sure to bring your own chair for the events in the park.

Great PA 
CleanUp 2010

Thirty hearty souls braved the misty weather to help clean up on Saturday, 
April 24, 2010 for the Brighton Heights participation in the Earth Day cel-
ebration.  With so many volunteers, we were able to clean up more of the 
neighborhood than ever before.  Once again a special thanks to Tom Kaylor 
who also provided his truck for transportation of the tools and the 50 bags 
of refuse that were filled, and to Kerry Bowser who manned his roto tiller 
to clear the flower beds at the Nationwide corner and halfway along the 
Granada Wall.  Other volunteers included:

John Belch
Joan Bellisario
Pete Bellisario

Susan Benn
Judy Bendtson

Kahdejah Cammia
Dominue Clark

Bill Day
Kelly Day

Natalie DeiCas
Tom Fodi

Ed Gergerich
Shadael Harris-Johnson

Mark Jensen

Cathy Kernan
Anton Larter
Maggie Larter
Helen Lorinc

Olivia Maloney
Tim Maloney
Ray Meyer

Latanya Monroe
Alexis Moore

Bev Oliver
Ed Oliver

Jaraya Porter
Shaglenda (Buffy) Williams 

Peggy Urzua

  
Many of these volunteers were doing double duty, as they were at the weed 
destruction session on the morning of April 10th.  Those folks include:

Joan Bellisario
Pete Bellisario

Susan Benn
Natalie DeiCas
Dominue Clark

Shadael Harris-Johnson

Tom Kaylor
Cathy Kernan
Jaraya Porter

Montaea Tooks
Peggy Urzua

Shaglenda (Buffy) Williams

 
Much of their work involved getting the flower beds ready for flower plant-
ing on May 15th.   
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Pledge of Allegiance

Called to order at 7:05 PM

Pledge of Allegiance

Attendance: approximately 25

Report of Officers 
Pete Bellisario, President

Neighborhood residents to keep in your 
thoughts:

-Peggy Uzua, a member of the board, was in Chile 
when the earthquake hit on February 27th. She 
arrived back safely on March 11th.

-Roger Cooper, who takes care of the Brighton-
McClure Presbyterian Church is in the hospital. 
Please keep him in your thoughts.

The Woods Run Library has weekly events, in-
cluding chess tournaments. Two Brighton Heights 
residents were the recent winners of the tour-
nament.

Saint John's Site: in the last State budget, the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resourc-
es was cut by a third, so moving forward has 
been stalled. The North Side Leadership Confer-
ence is meeting to figure out how to move for-
ward to get the funds to be able to break ground 
and keep the development progressing.

John Morrow / Arthur J. Rooney Middle School: 
the North Side has been working on a single / in-
tegrated plan for education in the neighborhood. 
Ours is the only school that has been slated for 
closure. Brighton Heights has met with the school 
district and is trying to work with them to keep 
a school in the neighborhood. March 15th will be 
a school board meeting to voice concerns. Mark 
Roosevelt and Darlene Harris met recently and 
came to an agreement about what to do – the 
proposition is to close Rooney, but they won't 
be 'shutting it down', they will put it in 'moth ball' 
status (not shutting it forever; a possibility for 
future use.) They also agreed to meet with the 
neighborhood federation to discuss a larger plan 
for both Brighton Heights and the North Side. In 
trying to get a more comprehensive plan to best 
serve all the neighborhoods, it has come to light 
that this is the first time this is being tried with 
the North Side. If we don't keep a school here, 
we will lose families to other neighborhoods.

June 5th is our second annual neighborhood flea 
market at Legion Park.

April 24th: Greater Pennsylvania Cleanup / Clean 
Pittsburgh is taking place. Brighton Heights will 
meet at 8 AM at California and Termon Avenues 
and try to clean as much as possible. Volunteers 
are needed.

May 23rd: annual house tour. Ten houses are 
scheduled to be toured. Fleming, Termon, Mc-
Clure and Shadeland areas will be covered. Spon-
sorships are being accepted now for advertising 
in the house tour booklet.

June 10th: North Side Leadership Conference 
awards dinner. This year's honoree from Brigh-
ton Heights is Donna Kramer.

May 30th: Boy Scouts and American Legion 
members will be placing flags on local veterans’ 
graves.

May 31st: Memorial Day ceremony at Legion 
Park at 10 AM. There will be food and drinks 
provided by Christ Hope Church afterwards.

Treasurer’s report:

ASSETS:

Cash and bank accounts:

Bank CD $0.00

Housing Account $0.00

Monument $1715.16

Operating Account $18,642.66

State Grant Account $904.99

United Way $3017.79

TOTAL Cash & Bank Accounts $24,280.60

Treasurer's Report approved by the member-
ship.

Crime and Safety Report 
Donna Kramer

A 90-page indictment with a total of 27 people 
has been put out on local gang activity. Twenty-
five of 27 people have been arrested. Every one 
of the 25 who have been arrested is receiving 
maximum sentences and are being held without 
bond. This is the second roundup in less than 
two months, totaling more than 40 people who 
have been arrested. Both the City police and the 
Feds are working on this together and it is clean-
ing up our neighborhoods.

The majority of the problems this past month 
has been criminal mischief and harassment. In 
the last month, there were 13 drug arrests.

Portal Project  
Susan Benn

Flower planting is on May 15th. There will be 
a meeting on May 8th to divide perennials and 
plant them down along the wall. Volunteers are 
needed! Plantings begin at 8:30 AM.

There will also be a tree planting. Date to be 
determined. If you are still interested in getting 
a tree or becoming a tree tender, there is still 
time! See Susan.

New Business

Reminder that the businesses within our neigh-
borhood need our support, both along Califor-
nia Avenue and at Benton Avenue and Brighton 
Road.

Thursday, May 13th: the people running for Don 
Walko's seat are invited to the General Mem-
bership Meeting to introduce themselves to the 
neighborhood.

Old Business

Davis Avenue Bridge: City Planning informed us 
that we are on the list to hopefully get funding to 
start the engineering process in 2011, construc-
tion in 2013. Congressman Doyle is well aware 
that we are watching him and making sure these 
funds go through.

California Avenue Bridge: the snow has delayed 
progress, but they are working on opening the 
walking area to keep us connected to Bellevue.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM.

BHCF Minutes of the General Membership Meeting of 
March 11, 2010
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Mayor Luke Ravenstahl

Pittsburgh Will Host World Environment Day

Dear Neighbors,

With the smell of spring flowers filling 
the air, many of us are focusing on what 
we can do to help improve the environ-
ment. We celebrated Earth Day and Ar-
bor Day with festivals, clean-up events 
and by planting trees. But with these 

yearly events over for another year, we must continue to "think green."

With that in mind, the City of Pittsburgh has created our first Green Guide, 
a tool to help you take advantage of the environmental resources that are 
available in our community all year long. This directory-style guide provides 
information on how to live more sustainably. The Green Guide includes in-
formation on:

How to properly dispose of paint, household chemicals and motor oil;

How to get an energy audit of your home;

How to obtain a permit to install a solar panel;

How to purchase and install a rain barrel; and

How to get involved in volunteer activities like tree planting, litter clean-ups 
and river trail maintenance.

To save on resources, the Guide has been made available electronically at 
http://green.pittsburghpa.gov Citizens who do not have internet access can 
call 311 to obtain a copy.

Pittsburgh has been chosen as the North American host city for the United 
Nation’s World Environment Day (WED) on June 5th. This honor is a testa-
ment as to how far our City has come in terms of environmental protection, 
and the continuing efforts to become a more sustainable city. More than 65 
events are already planned and I encourage all residents, especially those in 
the inner city, to take advantage of the events during the weeks leading up 
to WED.

Many of the events planned will be one-of-a-kind. ORSANCO will bring its 
200 gallon fish tank, filled with water and fish from our three rivers. In an at-
tempt to break the world record for the largest flotilla of kayaks and canoes, 
downtown Point State Park will highlight the final WED event, "Paddle at the 
Point." To date, the record is 1105 canoes and kayaks. Imagine, if you can, this 
flotilla rowing on the Allegheny, the Monongahela and meeting at the Ohio.

For more information on World Environment Day, please visit www.pitts-
burghwed.com for the complete list of events as well as contact information 
for getting involved. Once known as the "Smoky City" - filled with black soot 
and bad air, Pittsburgh is now the Black and Gold and GREEN City - boasting 
showcase lawns, clean, fresh water and air and is a national leader in green 
building. Pittsburgh continues to exceed all expectations - and we’re just 
getting started.

Take Advantage of the Pennsylvania 
Home Heating Equipment Rebate Program

Jim Ferlo, 
Pennsylvania State Senator

Almost half of your home energy consumption goes toward heating and water heating — more than any other appliance or fixture. The Department of 
Environmental Protection is offering a new incentive program to upgrade your heating equipment for energy cost savings.

Starting April 21, 2010, residents of Pennsylvania will be eligible to receive rebates for the purchase of qualifying high efficiency home heating equipment. 
Funded by $11 million from the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the Pennsylvania Home Heating Equipment Rebate Program offers 
rebates to Pennsylvania residents in existing single-family homes to encourage energy efficient product purchases and save energy throughout the state.

Qualifying products will be non-electric ENERGY STAR-qualified water heaters, furnaces and boilers. You may be eligible to combine your Home Heating 
Equipment Program rebate with federal tax credits, non-electric utility rebates and/or manufacturer rebates to enhance your energy and cost savings.

The state estimates that 30,000 households stand to benefit from this rebate. Your home could be one of them. Weatherization and energy efficiency initia-
tives provide valuable cost savings to homes and promote job growth and creation in a rapidly growing sector.

To learn more or to reserve your rebate, visit www.paheatingrebates.com Customers without internet access may call the customer service line to obtain a 
reservation by phone at: 1-877-592-2061. Information will also be available at www.senatorferlo.com or by contacting my office at 412-621-3006
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Pensions and Parking
Darlene Harris, President, 
City Council of Pittsburgh

We have been hearing constituents’ questions 
about the Mayor’s plan to have the Parking 
Authority find a private lessor for up to 50 
years for the City’s parking garages and parking 
spaces, in return for a quick 200-million-dollar 
injection to the City’s pension fund.

Members of Council have suggested alternative plans. City Controller Mi-
chael Lamb and Councilman Patrick Dowd devised a plan to look into trans-
ferring the garages themselves to the pension fund, thus increasing its assets, 
shoring it up more directly.

My own opinion is that the City should never give away (nor lease) any 
assets when we could be reaping the benefits ourselves. My potential plan 
might include keeping the garages and raising rates (after all, we can expect 
any private lessor to do the same, and at least we would be able to control 
how high they would go) and maybe floating a bond – I am still collecting 
information to formulate a solid, well-founded plan.

Say you own a very valuable car, one you inherited, one you love. It is your 
pride and joy, and you drive it carefully and take care of it, to maintain its 
beauty and its value. But then one day you find that the cost of living has 
increased while your income has not, and right now you will need more 
money every month, maybe for some time to come, but maybe not forever. 
Should you sell that car? Could you get enough money for it to cover your 
increased cost of living? Should you rent that car to someone? But what 
if, even though that renter pays you enough to cover your expenses, he is 
driving that car way too hard? What if the value of the car would begin to 
decrease? What if gasoline became suddenly unavailable, and thus the car is 
no longer worth renting? What if the car itself becomes obsolete? Should 
you find some other means of earning or borrowing money?

Council has had much ongoing discussion, and has held a post-agenda hear-
ing on this matter. On March 10th, Council was surprised by a visit from 
representatives of a certain financial services firm, wishing to influence our 
decisions, telling us that if we even looked at any other possibilities, if we 
even collected more facts, it could be detrimental to the City.

My overall plan is that Council initiate an independent investigation, to bring 
back all the facts and figures we need to truly analyze the possibilities. It is 
of little use to Council when representatives from a brokerage house come 
before us and assure us that the Mayor’s plan is sound, when their motiva-
tion is that they could receive upwards of $3 million as a part of the deal. 
We need a truly independent study.

So we introduced 2010-0220, a bill "...authorizing and directing the City 
Clerk to enter into an agreement or agreements with the Comprehensive 
Municipal Pension Trust Fund Board (CMPTF), the Government Finance Of-

ficers Association (GFOA) and the Intergovernmental Cooperation Author-
ity (ICA) and/or other entities for the purpose of providing an independent 
examination of the value of the assets of the Pittsburgh Parking Authority."

We realized that private operators – especially those not based in Pitts-
burgh – know what the going market rates are for parking. If, for example, 
the rates of just the downtown Parking Authority garages were increased 
to match the nearby private garages, the City could realize $23 million in 
revenue annually.

We also realized that Chicago has had some difficulty with the privatization 
of its parking facilities. The on-street meter rates alone went up between 
100 percent and 300 percent. Also, Anchorage, Alaska, privatized its parking 
facilities and enforcement, and the citizens were so displeased with the rate 
increases and the unfair enforcement practices that they voted to unpriv-
itize them immediately, even if it meant rate increases and tax increases.

Denver has fewer parking meters than Pittsburgh, yet its fine collections for 
on-street violations are nearly double what we are accomplishing here, due 
to better enforcement and higher fines. This sort of improvement could net 
Pittsburgh an additional $5 million annually.

Thus, we looked into parking fines. We soon realized that the fines for il-
legally parking have not been increased in two decades. So my first thought 
was to increase them! After all, we might as well get the extra six months’ 
worth of revenue this would provide before any lease might occur. People 
have been leaving their cars to get tickets because the fines are less expen-
sive than all-day parking can be.

So on March 23rd we introduced Bill 2010-0248, legislation amending the 
Pittsburgh Code at various places in Title Five: Traffic, Article VII: Parking, so 
as to increase the fines for illegal parking. Council will be holding a post-
agenda hearing and a public hearing on this bill be on Monday May 10th at 
10:00 AM and 1:30 PM respectively. Post-agenda hearings inform council and 
the public, and public hearings are meant for the public to speak. Citizens 
may sign up ahead to speak for three minutes or just show up to speak for 
one minute.

Enacting this legislation could provide an additional $2 million in revenue this 
year, and another $5 million next year. The Act 47 Plan required raising fees 
and fines to increase revenue, since the City is facing a $15 million shortfall 
in 2011. And Pittsburgh’s fines would still be lower than most comparable 
cities. An average violation in Pittsburgh would be $25, less than Cincinnati 
($50), Seattle ($42), Baltimore ($50), Buffalo ($35), Cleveland ($40), Newark 
($45), New York City ($65) and others.

Of course, folks can avoid the consequences of this fine simply by obeying 
parking laws.

As always, if you have any questions about this or anything else in the City, 
please call my office at 412-255-2135

Councilwoman Darlene M. Harris can be reached at 412-255-2135, or by 
e-mail through her city web page, http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/district1/
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UNITED WAY # 
188 

Did you now that the Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation is a United Way agen-
cy?  You can make a donation to the Fed-
eration by choosing # 188 on your dona-
tion form.  All United Way donations are 
used exclusively for our children’s activi-
ties such as the Halloween Parade. For the 
past few years, the donations have not cov-
ered the costs involved for these activities. 
Any member making a United Way dona-
tion receives a one year extension on their 
membership.  Usually the paperwork does 
not catch up with us until the year follow-
ing the donation.

If so, let us know and we’ll add them for one year 
as a free “New Resident.”  And if you’d like to write 
something about Brighton Heights, please feel free 
to send your article to:

BHCF Newsletter, Box 99696, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Or e-mail it to Ron Lindow: 
rlindow45@comcast.net

Please include “Brighton Heights”  
in the subject line.

This newsletter is printed 
for us by Allegheny General 
Hospital and we appreciate 

their generosity!

Newsletter Committee
Irene Jakubowski

Gert Long 
Tom Kaylor

Jill McGlothlin
Ron Lindow, Editor

The opinions expressed are those  
of the authors and not necessarily those  

of the membership or the:

BHCF 
Board of Directors 
Officers
President Pete Bellisario
Vice President 
Treasurer Joan Bellisario
Corresponding Secretary Jessica Mooney 
Recording Secretary Becky Spevack

 
Directors
Susan Benn
Kelly Day
Janice Johns Engleman
Bill Goodrich
Tom Kaylor
Autumn Keller
Cathy Kernan
Donna Kramer
Beth Lazzara
Bill Lazzara
Ron Lindow
Jill McGlothlin
Ray Meyer
John Uribe
Peggy Urzua
Jeff Worsinger

Directors Emeritus:     Gert Long      
   Helen Wehner

Answer Line  (412) 734-0233

Website  www.brightonheights.org

E-mail brightonheights@yahoo.com

Building permits (412) 255-2175
(Bureau of Building Inspection)

City Council Office (412) 255-2136

City Council Representative (412) 255-2135

Mayor’s Office (412) 255-2626

Report a burned-out 
street light (412) 255-5483
(Seven days a week, 24 hours a day) 
If you can, provide the closest address, side of the street, 
and SL number located on the pole.

ALCOSAN 
(Odor Control Hotline) (412) 766-9445
Organized Crime, Narcotics and Intelligence 
Division (ONI) (412) 665-4300

Pittsburgh School Police (412) 622-3520

Police, Zone One Station (412) 323-7201

Mayor’s Response Line
Non-emergency services and government information 
Monday through Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm
If you’re unable to get through, dial 255-2621

311
Police
Fire
Ambulance
Emergencies

911

Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation 

Info Quick List

Do You Have a 
New Neighbor?

Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation
PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA 

15233 • Phone/Fax: 412-734-0233

NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMPLAINT FORM

You may call the Mayor’s Service Center at 412-255-
2621 to report a problem you see in your neighbor-
hood. You may also provide the Public Service Com-
mittee with this information by using this form.  The 
Public Service Committee will send your complaint to 
the Mayor’s Service Center on your behalf, or in ad-
dition to your complaint.  You may drop this form off 
at the General Membership Meeting, or send it to the 
above address.

Address of problem location

Name of Property owner (if known)

Please circle 
one or more

Health 
Concern   

Safety 
Concern   

Eyesore 
(Graffiti, 

etc.)   

Other

Details:

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

How long has this problem persisted?

Has this 
problem 

been pre-
viously 

reported to 
the Mayor’s 

service 
Center, a 

specific city 
department 

or any other 
agency?   

o Yes   
 o No

If “Yes,” which department?  
When?  How frequently?

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

You may 
submit  

this form  
anony-
mously, 

or if you 
want a 

response 
from  

the Public 
Service 

Committee  
about your  
complaint, 

please fill in 
this box.

Name ____________________

Address  __________________

_________________________

Phone Numbers:  

Day ______________________

Evening ___________________

E-mail address (optional) 

_________________________
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Thursday, May 13th   7:00 PM Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church
Corner of Brighton and BentonNext General 

Membership 
Meeting

M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP

 A
PP

LI
C

A
T

IO
N Name ______________________________________  Date _______________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City and State __________________________________________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ____________________________ E-mail ________________________________________
A

n
n

u
A

l
 D

u
e

s

Dues 
AmounT

Type of 
membershIp o Membership Renewal

o New Membership
 o  $7.50  Family

 o  $5 Individual (Unmarried) Enclosed Membership 
Dues are for ___ years o  $2 Social (Non-resident)

 o  $10 Corporate/Group Additional 
Donation ________ o  $3 Individual over 65

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.  Your membership renewal date will be reflected 
on your mailing label.  For example, “12/10” means your membership expires in December 2010

Please make your check payable 
to “BHCF, Inc.” and send to:

BHCF Treasurer

Box 99696
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Please don’t send cash. 

Thank you!!


