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This newsletter has many articles that you may 
find interesting and that reflect our efforts on 
your behalf. One of the items that you hope-
fully have noticed is that the storefronts in the 
business district are all occupied and that you 
are supporting these businesses. Tom Friday’s 
Market is open an additional hour in the eve-
ning to provide service for those getting home 
from work a little later. Tom has been evaluat-
ing his hours, and now we have a chance to 
support him in this endeavor.

We have received the final quote for our secu-
rity camera system for the business district. All 
of the building owners have provided a letter 
of support granting permission to install ca-
bling and the cameras. The cameras will provide 
views from Termon Avenue to Cottage Place 
along California Avenue. On page 4 there is a 
discussion of tree plantings. We hope to plant 
trees in the business district after discussion 
with the property owners. I realize that there 
is controversy concerning trees and sidewalks. 
With the City’s new program, the Urban For-
ester will provide great advice and ensure that 

the right trees are planted----those that will 
not push up the sidewalks. Especially after the 
owners have replaced the entire sidewalk. This 
program was used by Brightwood on several 
of its streets.

The City of Pittsburgh Public Works folks 
have selected the contractor who will repair 
the Granada Street wall and the Davis Avenue 
steps. After the repairs are completed, we will 
plant the appropriate trees along the wall that 
will be the right ones for traffic and inclement 
weather (snow).

The Davis Avenue Bridge remains a hot topic. 
The Board of Directors has maintained that 
we need to replace the bridge for vehicular 
traffic. We will put together petitions for resi-
dents to sign in favor of rebuilding the bridge. 
We must be able to get volunteers to go street 
by street and get signatures. We will be asking 
for your help in getting this done. Come to the 
General Membership Meeting and help us get 
started on our new year of activities. See you 
on September 10th!
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President’s Message   by Pete Bellisario 

Next Membership Meeting
Thursday, September 10th, 7 p.m.

Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church at the corner of Brighton Road and Benton Ave

The Business District, the Granada Street Wall and the Davis Avenue Bridge
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Membership 
Renewal

It’s time to check the expiration of 
your subscription. We hesitate to re-
move names from our mailing list, but 
we have many members whose mem-
bership expired at the end of 2008. 
Please check the date next to your 
name on the newsletter address label 
and renew if you are due. It would be a 
good time to renew even if your date 
is the end of 2009.

What else do you get for your mem-
bership besides the newsletter? Our 
dues income helps fund our various 
activities such as the flower planting, 
house tour, fun run, Halloween parade 
and any other activities that are under-
taken. The house tour and the fun run 
hold their own in the long run, but the 
treasury gets the event started from 
the permits to the advertising.

Be sure to let us know your e-mail ad-
dress if you have one, so that we can 
send you updated and current infor-
mation about neighborhood happen-
ings in between newsletters. We do 
not share our roster with anyone, so 
you need not worry about your name 
getting on some other list.

Flea Market 
Wrap Up

Brighton Heights’ first community flea 
market was held on Saturday, June 6th 
in Legion Park. Many thanks to Chair-
man Matt Haberman and his committee 
Carrie Richards and Becky Spevack for 
organizing and running this successful 
new project for the Federation.

Thirty-eight spaces were rented out in 
the park at $10 each, and after expens-
es of the permit and publicity were 
paid, the treasury netted $233.26. 
More importantly, the event brought 
together many neighbors who were 
able to pass on their no-longer-needed 
treasures and pocket some change. It 
raised community spirit and provided 
an entertaining day. Our thanks also to 
Emmanuel Christian Church who rent-
ed five spaces and provided welcome 
children’s activities during the market. 
No doubt they used their heavenly in-
fluence to insure the beautiful weather 
we enjoyed that day.

We are planning to hold another flea 
market next year in the spring and 
expand it to include merchants who 
would like to participate.

Election 2009
The Brighton Heights Citizens Fed-
eration will have an election for board 
members at the General Membership 
Meeting on Thursday, November 12, 
2009. Five officer positions----pres-
ident, vice president, recording sec-
retary, corresponding secretary and 
treasurer----will be voted on along 
with five directors at large.

Jessica Mooney most graciously volun-
teered to take Andy McLaren’s place 
as corresponding secretary. Hopefully 
the job will be to her liking and we can 
count on her to run for that position 
in the November election.

If you would like to serve on the board 
in any capacity, or if you know someone 
else who would, please let us know at 
the September General Membership 
Meeting!

Matthew Kunsak 
Memorial

On Friday, June 5th, an engraved stone and flowering tree were dedicated to the 
memory of little Matthew Kunsak in the City green-up lot on the corner of Brigh-
ton Heights Boulevard and Termon Avenue. About 25 people were in attendance 
as a few words were said by BHCF president Pete Bellisario and Tim Kunsak, Mat-
thew’s father. Family and friends of Matthew, along with members of the Federa-
tion listened to a blessing by Father Larry Bruney of Saint Cyril parish and then an 
inspiring musical selection written and sung by Matthew’s aunt. At the end of the 
ceremony, white doves were released into the air.

Tick Tock 
Goes the Clock

You may have noticed that the clock at 
the corner of Brighton Road and Ben-
ton Avenue is functioning again. We 
owe that to the helpful staff at the Rite 
Aid headquarters in Philadelphia. Since 
they were not part of the original 
agreement, they were not aware that 
it was the responsibility of the prop-
erty owner to keep it running. Once 
we presented them with copies of the 
original documents, they were able to 
assign the repair to the new owner of 
the property.

So even though they do not own the 
property, Rite Aid graciously had the 
clock repaired. We thank them and 
you might want to do so also!
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Spring Flower Planting 2009
May 9th dawned sunny and warm, perfect weather for the flower planting party on the corners of California and Termon Av-
enues. A fantastic 41 people showed up to put the flowers and perennials in the ground and worked hard for three hours. At 
11:30, Emmanuel Christian Church on Davis Avenue provided lunch for many of the volunteers.

Susan Benn headed the Flower Planting Committee this year and worked tirelessly to design the beds, providing lovely water 
color designs of the corners to guide the workers on the day of the planting. She picked the flowers and the striking color 
combinations that were on display for the summer.

We are grateful to three groups there who provided the much muscle for the planting:

Student Conservation Association:
Leaders: Teresa Maccanelli and Adam Sam
Students: 
Darrell Dixon   LaShawna Richards
Daron Eubanks   Jamier Snow
Shaniece Gurley  Monte Warren
Taylor Jones-Peeples

Emmanuel Christian Church:
Bill Davis   Eli Lowry
Tom Fodi   Lisa Miller
Erin Fodi   Jim Miller
Bob Hartman   Kathy Miller
Sue Hartman   Ed Oliver
Sean Justice   Bev Oliver
Paul Justice   Debbie Orr
Art Kreisel   Tom Schad
Ivan Lambert   Bethany Schad
Justin Lambert   Suzy Soroka
Maggie Larter   Jessica Taylor
Joshua Lowery

Federation Members:
Pete Bellisario   Dan Keller
Susan Benn   Helen Lorinc
Ed Gergerich   Ray Meyer
Tom Kaylor   Donna Spohn
Joan Bellisario   Stephanie Waite

We also must thank Kelly Beer for providing ice for the water once again and Kathleen Masters and the Giant Eagle who 
brought water, energy bars, handy wipes, hand sanitizer and Giant Eagle re-cycle bags for the volunteers.

A week before the planting, Art Kreisel orchestrated the installation of a sprinkler system on the City lot. He spent countless 
hours designing the system and learning the best way to implement it. He also went back numerous times to perfect the opera-
tion. Digging trenches and laying pipe along with Art were Ray Meyer (who also provided the electricity for the power tools 
and worked magic on the cement finishing), Tom Kaylor, Ron Lindow, Sean Justice and Pete & Joan Bellisario. The day before the 
planting, Susan Benn, Tom Kaylor and Pete & Joan Bellisario began weeding the lots, laying down the plastic weed barrier, and 
marking the locations of the flowers.
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Our guest speaker for the Septem-
ber General Membership Meeting 
will be Lisa Ceoffe, the new Pitts-
burgh Urban Forester. Lisa has joined 
the mayor’s team whose mission it is 
to plant 20,000 trees in the City by 
the end of 2012. The trees are to be 
planted on publicly accessible prop-
erty or on lawns that front sidewalks 
with no room for trees themselves. 
They are already on course to plant 
6000 trees in 2010.

Trees planted in urban settings save 
energy and reduce cooling costs. 
They remove ozone and air pollut-
ants and trap dust and dirt. They in-
crease the value of homes, improve 
health and encourage serenity and 
relaxation. They increase pride in 
the local community, reduce global 
warming and even reduce violence 
by making sidewalks inviting for pe-
destrian traffic. They also help to 
address storm water management 
issues by capturing, filtering and re-
taining water.

Lisa assesses the tree sites and 
recommends the right tree for 
the right space. The emphasis is on 
shade trees, and diverse species are 
planted. Considerations on selec-
tion include proximity to power 
lines, street traffic and signage. This 
is a community effort project, so 
to be considered for free trees, we 
would have to have commitments 
for at least ten trees and each one 
would require a space of 30 square 
feet (usually three feet by 10 feet 
on a sidewalk.) It has been learned 
through experience that this is the 
minimum needed to eliminate the 

sidewalk upheaval that occurs when 
a tree is planted in a space that’s too 
small.

To facilitate this planting process, 
Pittsburgh Friends of the Urban For-
est (PFUF) is training “Tree Tenders” 
to work as volunteers. Tree Tenders 
participate in the planting and then 
work to insure that the trees are 
watered once a week. They also see 
that the tree pit is weeded for two 
years until the root system is suffi-
ciently mature to survive.

Applications were due by Septem-
ber 4th for the spring 2010 plant-
ing, because time is needed to assess 
and prepare sites, choose the trees 
and coordinate the plantings. So we 
are looking at the fall of 2010 for 
requesting trees for our neighbor-
hood. Three members of the Fed-
eration, Pete & Joan Bellisario and 
Susan Benn took the Tree Tenders 
course with the intention of coordi-
nating an effort to get trees planted 
along the Grenada Street wall after 
the wall is repaired. Lisa has done 
a pre-application walk-through of 
that wall site and of our business 
district. And she endorses putting 
trees along both sides of the Cali-
fornia Avenue business district. The 
Federation is working to get the 
cooperation and permission of this 
area’s property owners so trees can 
be planted there.

Come to the September meeting 
and see how you and your neighbors 
can participate in this program and 
get beautiful trees on your street.

Clean-Up 
for the G20

In cooperation with the rest of the City, 
Brighton Heights will be conducting a 
general cleanup of the neighborhood on 
Saturday, September 19th. We will meet 
at the usual Brighton Heights Boulevard/ 
California Avenue intersection at 8:30 
AM. Come join us and help spiff up our 
little corner of the City for any visitors 
who might venture our way, and then 
come with us to the ALCOSAN Open 
House where we can tour and have a free 
lunch!

Shop Local
You may be aware of the green initiative 
urging people throughout the country to 
buy local produce. It not only nets you 
fresher food, but it saves the environment 
by cutting down on transportation time 
and fuel. And it supports local economies.

We have a chance here in Brighton 
Heights to support our local establish-
ments and help our economy and our 
neighborhood. There are numerous busi-
nesses located throughout the neighbor-
hood, and if we make an effort, we can 
help them be more successful and build a 
better community for ourselves and our 
neighbors. Let’s not wait until a business 
is closed down to realize we miss its pres-
ence. Let’s support them now and keep 
them here and alive.

If you think you are saving money driv-
ing miles away for goods and services we 
have here, reconsider the value vibrant 
local businesses give to all our properties. 
Make a game of it and, each week, check 
out one store you haven’t been in yet. You 
most likely will be pleasantly surprised!

Tree Vitalize is Coming 
to Brighton Heights!
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There’s a “new kid on the block” in Bel-
levue: Heirlooms: Family Hospice and 
Palliative Care’s Resale Shop.

Proceeds from the resale shop help 
make Family Hospice possible. Family 
Hospice provides compassionate, qual-
ity comfort care for people with life-
limiting illness and their families. Care is 
provided in a variety of settings includ-
ing private homes, nursing facilities, hos-
pitals and an inpatient facility, The Cen-
ter for Compassionate Care in Mount 
Lebanon.

Services include physician, nursing, social 
services, spiritual care and bereavement. 
In 2008, Family Hospice cared for 3700  
patients and families. As a non-profit 
agency, care is provided regardless of 
insurance.

The store comprises three showrooms: 
furniture, adult clothing and household 
items. There’s plenty of parking, the 
store is easily accessible for persons 
with walking impairments and it’s on a 
bus line.  

Quality used items are welcome----
clean, gently used items. Things you 
would consider a ‘find’ in a resale store. 
Potential donors should refrain from 
giving unclean, unusable junk because it 

costs this non-profit organization mon-
ey to haul away.  Items in good, usable 
condition – such as sofas, coffee and 
end tables, accent chairs, benches, lamps, 
dining room tables and chairs, china cab-
inets, artwork, china tableware, serving 
bowls, water and wine goblets, accent 
glassware – are welcome. Women’s and 
men’s clothing – regular through plus 
sizes – that are not stained, outdated 
or torn are needed. Women’s jewelry, 
scarves and purses are welcome. Small 
working appliances, dinnerware, cook-
ware, vases and bedding.

For safety purposes, the resale shop will 
not accept children’s toys and clothing 
or medical equipment, nor can it ac-
commodate large appliances and elec-
tronic devices, such as computers, TVs 
and VCRs.

The store is at 415 Lincoln Avenue in 
Bellevue, next to R & B Pizza.  Donations 
are welcomed during store hours: Tues-
day through Friday, 10:30 to 6:00 and 
Saturday 10:30 to 4:00. Furniture pickup 
is available by appointment. Make ar-
rangements with manger Larry Steiner 
at 412-734-1984.  Adults interested in 
volunteering are urged to contact Nick 
Petti, Director of Volunteer Services, at 
412-572-8806, or e-mail npetti@family-
hospice.com

Save Energy, 
Save Money

You can afford to improve your 
home’s energy efficiency with 
special low monthly payment fi-
nancing or rebates for ENERGY 
STAR® rated and high efficiency 
heating, air conditioning, air seal-
ing, insulation, windows, doors, 
geothermal and whole house im-
provements using Home Perfor-
mance with ENERGY STAR®.

With the Keystone HELP® En-
ergy Efficiency Loan & Rebate 
Program, most Pennsylvania hom-
eowners who meet the program’s 
eligibility guidelines can get a low 
cost loan or a rebate for energy 
saving-eligible improvements in-
stalled by a Keystone HELP® ap-
proved contractor.

Qualifying homeowners can get 
the lowest cost financing and a 
$325 cash energy audit credit 
for energy saving whole house 
improvements performed by a 
Keystone HELP® trained or cer-
tified contractor implementing 
the recommendations of a certi-
fied auditor who has conducted 
a comprehensive energy audit of 
your home.

Save energy, save money with 
Keystone HELP®, Pennsylvania’s 
special program to make energy 
efficiency opportunities available 
to the Commonwealth’s hom-
eowners.

For more information, contact us 
at 888-232-3477

While You Shop, You Can 
Help People Who Need Help

Saint Cyril’s Festival
The Federation Board voted to participate in the Saint Cyril of Alexandria Festival 
this June, and we manned one of the booths. Judy Bendtsen chaired this endeavor 
for us. We thank her and her helpers: Mary Ann Davis, Bill King, Irene Dailey, Helen 
Lorinc, Kathy Garretson and Pete & Joan Bellisario. It gave us a chance to show our 
involvement in our neighborhood, solicit members and meet lots of nice people.
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2009 House Tour
Jeff Worsinger and his committee once again organized and ran a spectacular house tour. They began almost a year ago gather-
ing the list of houses to be included on the tour, and then met for months planning the details. Just as last year, the chocolate 
theme was a big hit, the event cleared about $4000 profit, and the neighborhood looked great for our many visitors. When the 
route was originally planned, there was no way to know that it would take the visitors right up to the brink of the recently 
demolished Davis Avenue Bridge. Just a little added attraction!

The booklets for the tour continue to provide a wealth of historic information for the neighborhood. Jeff assisted Jesse Bel-
fast this year in researching the information that was included. Debbie Meyer again put together a most attractive booklet to 
showcase the houses. Our appreciation to them!

There were nine houses on the tour and the homeowners were most gracious hosts. Our hats off to Suzie Smolin on Pember-
ton Street, John & Judy Mankevich, Bob & Mary Ellen Goff, and the Jamison Family on Davis Avenue, Dan & Mary Ann Riegner on 
Laird Street, Peggy & Rene Urzua and Jane Peters on Stanford Road, and Jesse Belfast and Sandy Krobot on Campus Street.

The success of the tour is due in no small part to our many sponsors. Many thanks for their support to Daren D’ippolito and 
Provident Insurance Company, Kelly Beer, the VAULT, Saint Cyril of Alexandria School, Produce Plus, Goodrich and Goodrich, 
Bistro to Go, the Priory, Northside Leadership Conference, Northside Community Development Fund, Schatzman Handyman 
Solutions, Dr. Mary Ann Davis, DMD, First National Bank, K.S. Kennedy Floral Shop, Nicky’s Thai Kitchen, The Parador, Time-
less Beauty, Tom Friday’s Market, Discount Warehouse Cleaners, Kristoff Agency, Inc., Curves of Bellevue, Sweet Time Café, 
Monterey Pub, DirtDoctors Cleaning Services, Acorn Hill Garden Club and Allegheny General Hospital Print Shop for printing 
the booklets. Be sure to patronize these businesses and let them know that you appreciate their support of our neighborhood 
activities.

Cleanup for the tour route the day before the tour turned into a marathon when the condition of Legion Park merited a 
herculean effort to get it in display shape. A special thanks to Bob Hartman and Pete Bellisario and their lawn mowers and Tom 
Kaylor with his gas powered leaf blower for tidying up the park. Also helping with that effort were Judy Bendtsen, Peggy Urzua, 
Ron Lindow, Jeff Worsinger and Joan Bellisario.

Tim College and his band, The Metropolitans, provided entertainment at Legion Park during registration. The day of the tour 
found volunteers at registration, in each of the houses and along the route. 

We must thank:

Helen Lorinc   John Belch
Donna Kramer   Donna Spohn
Bob Hartman   Tom & Erin Fodi
Jeanne Buchmann   Cathy Kernan
Cynthia Weiman   Fulton & Rosemary Miklos
Judy Bendtsen   Ron Lindow
Roy & Janice Engelman   Tim College & Becky Spevack
Jan Held   Mark Kertz
Laraine Moser   Greg Fuhrman
Tom Kaylor   Nancy Brewer
Joan & Pete Bellisario

These volunteers signed in, but many more people helped out. At the after-tour party at the Vault, two names were drawn 
for the sign-up prizes: Kelly Lowry won the framed print donated by K.S Kennedy and Josephine Harding won the chocolate 
basket filled with chocolate featured at the houses.
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Brighton Heights  
Citizens Federation’s Annual

Halloween 
    Parade
Saturday, October 31th
Registration: 11:30 am to 12:30 p.m.
(Registration ends at 12:30 sharp)
Kunsak’s Funeral Home parking lot  (Davis and Massachusetts Avenues)
Parade will begin promptly at 1:00





A Picture is Worth a thousand 
Words. And a Phone Call is 

Worth Two Pictures.   
       by Ron Lindow

“Why should I bother calling 311? The city will never get around to fixing 
(fill in the blank)!” Maybe that’s true in some cases, but not all. Here’s the 
quick result, last April, of one call to 311.

(And the details of 311, the Mayor’s Response Line, are on page 15)

Before

After

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Brighton Heights Citizens Federation 
Board member Matt Haberman and his wife Traci on the 
birth of their son Judah Justice Haberman. Jude weighed in 
at eight pounds even and was 21 inches long. He joins very 
proud 3-year-old big sister Annan.

Memorial Day 2009
American Legion Post 681, Brighton Heights Citizens Fed-
eration, Brightwood Civic Group and the community spon-
sored the Memorial Day services at Legion Park on Monday, 
May 25th. About 175 people were in attendance on a beauti-
ful sun filled day.

George Lichauer hosted the ceremony. A special presenta-
tion was made to William Haushalter, Esq from the VFW for 
all his work with the veterans. Along with prayers offered 
and tributes given, Ted Bergfelt led the assembled in song 
throughout the event. Our own Jill McGlothlin brought the 
assembly to order and then played an inspirational Taps on 
her trumpet at the end of the program.

Pastor Bill Hauser of Christ Hope Church gave the benedic-
tion and hosted a lunch at the church following the ceremo-
ny. Members of the church contributed salads, baked beans 
and desserts in addition to the hot dogs and drinks provided 
by the American Legion.

Six Burgh Reasons 
Why I � 

My Neighborhood
If you remember, we had an article in our March newsletter 
about Mayor Ravenstahl’s contest to tell him six reasons why 
you love your neighborhood. Our Treasurer, Joan Bellisario, 
entered a Power Point presentation and was one of the six 
winners. She wanted the whole city to know what a nice 
neighborhood we have in Brighton Heights. Of course, the 
number one reason was that we have such great neighbors!

Golden Anniversary 
for Our Giant Eagle!

The Giant Eagle on Brighton Road will be celebrating 50 years 
in our neighborhood on Saturday, September 5th. Manager 
Kathleen Masters is planning activities and food for the cel-
ebration, so stop by and congratulate them. Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation will have a booth there to recruit new 
members, something we haven’t done for quite some time. 
Hopefully we can sign up lots more members! 
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Mayor Luke Ravenstahl
The World’s Attention 

is on Pittsburgh

The global and national spotlights continue to 
shine on Pittsburgh. On May 28th, it was an-
nounced that President Obama has chosen 
Pittsburgh to host the G-20 Economic Summit. 
World leaders from more than 20 countries 
will be gathering in Pittsburgh on September 
24 and 25, 2009. President Obama noted that 
Pittsburgh was chosen because it, “...has seen its 
share of economic woes in the past, but because 
of foresight and investment is now renewed, giv-
ing birth to renewed industries that are creating 
the jobs of the future.” World leaders will see 
firsthand how our city has successfully faired 
the economic tides and has become a model for 
economic and environmental transformation in 
the United States.

We have been working feverishly preparing for 
the G-20 Summit. We have heard from many 
residents and businesses that they would like 
to take part in the planning process. I want to 
encourage you to log on to the Pittsburgh G-20 
Partnership web site (www.pittsburghg20.org) 
to share your best ideas and sign up to volun-
teer.

Not only is Pittsburgh being highlighted for our 
successful businesses and resilient economy, but 
the Economist magazine has once again named 
Pittsburgh as “America’s Most Livable City.” 
Pittsburgh ranked higher than any other city in 
the United States based on its stability, health 
care, culture, environment, education and infra-
structure. Pittsburgh’s success story continues.

As residents of Pittsburgh, nationally we can take 
pride in our city, our sports teams, and that we 
have reclaimed the title of the “City of Champi-
ons.” We celebrated as the Steelers won the Su-
per Bowl in February and we congratulate the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on their outstanding win 
and for bringing the Stanley Cup back home!

Pittsburgh is a hot spot on the map. People are 
taking notice and 2009 continues to bring with 
it success and pride in our city as we continue 
to embark upon Pittsburgh’s third renaissance.

For more information on these initiatives, please contact 
my Office of Neighborhood Initiatives at 412-255-8680

Opportunities for 
Students to Excel!

I hope that you have had the opportunity 
to enjoy the wonderful summer weather 
we’ve been having. The new school year is 
beginning and we have to turn our thoughts 
to more serious things.

In August the City wrapped up this year’s Pittsburgh Summer Youth 
Employment Program (PSYEP.) With the help of federal stimulus 
dollars, federal community development money and The Pittsburgh 
Foundation, we were able to fund the $1.65 million program, hiring 
a record 554 youths – more than double the amount employed last 
year. We were also able to expand the program beyond conserva-
tion work to provide business internships and 18 hours of work-
readiness training. By reaching out to our youth and encouraging 
a good work ethic and work skills, we open the door to good job 
opportunities. Thus they are on a path of lifetime success.

As we gear up for the fall, I want to remind you of the great op-
portunities available for Pittsburgh’s youth. In 2006, I made a com-
mitment to reinvest in our students. I wanted to ensure that they 
were given opportunities for advancement and higher education 
by encouraging high school students to work hard and dream big. 
With that vision, Superintendent Mark Roosevelt and I launched the 
Pittsburgh Promise, a college scholarship program from students of 
the Pittsburgh Public Schools and City charter schools. In July, the 
Pittsburgh Promise released their first ever “Report Card to the 
Community.” I am happy to report that in just two years, we have 
seen significant improvements in our schools.

For the first time in those two years, Pittsburgh families are recon-
sidering Pittsburgh Public Schools for their children and fewer fami-
lies with children are leaving the City. Proficiency levels are increas-
ing and students of all ethnicities are enrolling in more advanced 
course work.  We have been able to retain 92% of the first semester 
Promise scholars, which is well above national average. Most notably, 
our investment of $2.5 million has allowed us to provide a college 
scholarship program for 757 students with a post-secondary educa-
tion in our Pennsylvania colleges and universities.

Now is the time for parents and students to recommit themselves 
to being “Promise Ready” so that they too can take advantage 
of this wonderful opportunity. To view the full copy of the Pitts-
burgh Promise “Report Card to the Community,” please log on to  
www.pittsburghpromise.org
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Four health-care reform bills 
I supported were recently 
signed into law by Governor 
Ed Rendell.

One landmark new law pro-
hibits health-care providers 
from seeking reimbursement 
for serious, preventable medi-
cal errors, or for any service 
needed to correct or treat a 
problem caused by a serious, 
preventable medical error.

This law will protect patients 
and insurance companies 
from having to pay for seri-
ous medical errors that were 
not their fault and could have 
been avoided. In addition, 
it will provide an important 
incentive for hospitals and 

other health-care facilities to 
reduce preventable medical 
errors, and reduce the cost of 
health care overall.

I am pleased that the governor 
has signed this consumer pro-
tection and patient safety bill 
into law. The legislation (Act 
1 of 2009) is part of the House 
Democratic Caucus’ Health 
PAct, a package of bills fo-
cused on improving access 
to and reducing the cost of 
health care in Pennsylvania.

Other health-care legislation 
I supported that the governor 
signed recently includes:

• Act 2 of 2009 – extends  
COBRA coverage to employ-

ees of small businesses in 
Pennsylvania. COBRA allows 
employees who lose their jobs 
to pay to continue their em-
ployer provided health-care 
coverage for a period of time 
after they are laid off.

• Act 3 of 2009 – reauthorizes 
the Pennsylvania Health Care 
Cost Containment Council, 
also known as PHC4. It gath-
ers important health-care data 
and recommends steps to im-
prove care and reduce costs in 
the health-care industry.

• Act 4 of 2009 – allows unin-
sured, single adult children up 
to age 30 to be covered under 
their parents’ health insurance 
plans.

State Rep. Don Walko Reports from Harrisburg:
 Walko Amendment 

Would Ensure Fair 
Treatment 
for Troops

Pennsylvania’s Home Im-
provement Consumer Protec-
tion Act is now in effect.

This new law, which I voted 
for last year, aims to protect 
consumers from home im-
provement fraud by requiring 
individuals who hire them-
selves out as contractors and 
make more than $5,000 a 
year from home improvement 
to register with the Office of 
Attorney General’s Bureau of 
Consumer Protection.

This act should be very ef-
fective, since countless hom-
eowners each year are victims 
of home improvement fraud. 
Because of these new provi-
sions, homeowners can now 
verify their contractor with 
the Attorney General’s Office 
and feel more secure in their 
investment.

In addition to registering, 
contractors are required to 
maintain minimum insurance 
coverage and clearly spell out 
their terms and the project de-
tails in a contract.

The act defines the previously 
nonexistent criminal offense 
of home improvement fraud, 
and sets the penalties for any 
action that qualifies. Previ-
ously, acts such as misrepre-
sentation and failing to fulfill 
contracts were handled in civ-
il court. Now they can incur a 
third-degree felony charge.

Homeowners now have an ex-
tremely valuable tool at their 
disposal. This will help many 
contracting businesses in-
crease their credibility, and at 
the same time help consumers 
by putting more firewalls in 
place, ensuring a reliable and 
efficient transaction.

Registration is available on-
line at www.attorneygeneral.
gov or by mailing an applica-
tion to the Attorney General’s 
Office. It is valid for two 
years, and costs $50. Those 
who register online will re-
ceive their registration num-
ber and a printable registration 
certificate instantly. They will 
need their insurance informa-
tion, Federal Employment ID 
number or their Social Secu-
rity number to register.

Consumers can call toll free 
1-888-520-6680 or visit  
www.attorneygeneral.gov 
to see if their contractor is  
registered.

If you have a question 
about a state-related issue, 
please visit www.pahouse.
com/Walko or call my of-

fice at 412-321-5523

Home Improvement Consumer Protection Act

I have introduced a state constitu-
tional amendment that would al-
low active duty military person-
nel to hold local public office.

Some courts have held that 
Pennsylvanians in the reserves 
or National Guard could not 
continue to hold local offices af-
ter being called to active duty in 
the military. Currently, the state 
constitution permits members of 
the General Assembly who are 
called to active duty to continue 
in office, but not local public of-
ficials. In fact, two members of 
the General Assembly are serv-
ing overseas right now. We need 
to clarify this to ensure fair treat-
ment across the state.

As chairman of the House Judi-
ciary Subcommittee on Courts, 
I introduced this amendment 
to address cases such as that of 
U.S. Army Reserve Major David 
Heflin, a member of the borough 
council in Emsworth. Major 
Heflin was called to active duty 
in Iraq in June 2008, and after 
some debate over what state law 
requires, borough officials have 
allowed him to continue holding 
his council seat.

I looked into the legal questions 
and determined that the state 
constitution needs to be amended 
to settle the issue. My bipartisan 
legislation (H.B. 1202) has been 
referred to the 
House State 
G o v e r n -
ment Com-
mittee for 
c o n s i d e r -
ation.

New Laws Aimed at Reducing Medical Errors, 
Expanding Health Coverage
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Living up to Our International Acclaim
Darlene Harris, Councilwoman, City of Pittsburgh

The G-20 is coming to Pittsburgh, 
September 24th and 25th. How 
will we live up to our interna-
tional acclaim? What will we do 
as a city? As neighborhoods? As 
individuals?

We have a beautiful city here. On the 24th and 25th we will 
be putting the sparkle on it. The world will be looking at us. 
Maybe some will say, “Let’s visit Pittsburgh some time,” and 
that’s wonderful – we love to show off to visitors. Maybe 
some also will say, “Let’s invest in Pittsburgh,” and that is 
what we want to hear.

We have the talent and ability to provide a strong workforce 
for companies that would wish to invest in our area. We 
have buildings which can be filled and land that can be used. 
We have rivers and highways and railroads and of course we 
have bridges.

Our area of the country has a long history of technologi-
cal innovation. In the 1800s we were the seat of invention 
in terms of taking oil from the ground and refining it, using 
electricity, the invention of air brakes, wire cable, natural gas 
and many other things.

Andy Masich, President and CEO of the Heinz History Muse-
um, has made a wonderful video about our region, available on 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o75yBx8XBK0. 
The video provides a bit of our regional history and high-
lights many innovations which were born in Pittsburgh.

We have grown our city from the simple “maker of steel” 
and “city of bridges” into a producer of all sorts of modern 
technology. Additionally, we are a center of medical innova-
tion and higher education. We even have a world-class school 
of computer game making (Entertainment Technology Cen-
ter at CMU) that graduates students directly into the larger 

game companies. We are growing lean, mean and green.

We have the ability to build with our hands while jumping 
into a dream of the future.

Of course, we also offer a great place to live. We have good, 
solid, old-stock housing; a fairly stable housing market (es-
pecially excellent in the current financial climate); a diverse, 
well-established cultural base, including all sorts of arts and 
entertainment; a thriving infrastructure; and a relatively low 
cost of living. And we have plenty of fresh, clean water.

So let’s put on our world-class faces, let’s grab this opportu-
nity and run with it.

I know there are still problems. I know that Portman Street 
is falling, and that the Davis Avenue Bridge must be replaced. I 
know there are vacant houses that are languishing while they 
invite illicit activity. I know there are unsavory characters out 
there among us. I have not stopped my crusade to improve 
the neighborhoods in District 1 in every possible way.

I also know that we can do more as a community and as 
individuals. We can help our neighbors with their yards. We 
can start a litter patrol on our blocks. We can join our neigh-
borhood block watches. We can start with our own homes 
and work from there.

Selena Schmidt, an East Allegheny neighbor, has started a 
campaign for “two-bag walks” – walk your dog with one bag 
for doggie waste and a second bag for the trash you find on 
the street. Selena says we are “changing our community two 
bags at a time.” I suggest we join Selena in her crusade.

We can make a big difference just by working together with 
our neighbors. We have so much to offer. Let’s make certain 
that potential is what our visitors see when they arrive.

Councilwoman Harris may be reached at 412-255-2135
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1. Pledge of Allegiance

Called to order at 7:02 PM

Pledge of Allegiance

Attendance: approximately 45

Minutes distributed via the mail

Motion to approve March’s minutes,  
seconded, approved

2. Report of Officers:

President’s Report - 
Pete Bellisario

The clock at Rite Aid has been broken 
for months, since the property was 
sold. We were able to document in the 
occupancy permit of the building that 
the owner of Rite Aid is responsible 
for maintaining the clock. There is a 
lawsuit against him by Rite Aid claiming 
that he is not living up to his respon-
sibilities.

Street paving: we have been on lists to 
get streets paved, but have not had any 
actually worked on.

Treasurer’s Report - 
Joan Bellissario
Account Balances

Bank CD ................................ $15,049.02

Housing Account .............................. 0.00

Monument Account ................. 1,643.92

Operating Account ............... 11,344.29

State Grant Account ....................904.48

United Way Account ................  2238.16

 Total ...................................... $31,179.87

Treasurer’s Report approved by the 
membership.

3. Special Guests:

Michael Dillon, Allegheny 
County Public Works:
Bellevue Bridge: construction work is 
set to start in early 2010, closing the 
bridge through the entire calendar 
year. Hopefully it will be reopened in 
early 2011.

Car detours will use Benton Avenue. 
Bus detours will cut from California 
Avenue to Route 65. Bus detours will 
start once the bridge closes, with new/
detoured routes being announced 
about two weeks prior.

MS Consultants – Dan Wills:
State and federal funding is paying for 
most of this. Both levels of govern-
ment are over viewing the plans. It will 
be an open arch bridge, all concrete. 
The concrete deck and floor beams 
need to be removed and completely 
replaced. The road and sidewalks need 
to be reconstructed.

The bridge was built in 1923. It is on 
the Historical Register. That must be 
taken into account when the new de-
sign is created. It was rehabilitated in 
1946 and again in 1966. The new design 
has been reviewed by the Pennsylvania 
Historical & Museum Commission and 
has been approved.

One sidewalk will remain open to pe-
destrians throughout the construction. 
The monuments at the four corners 
will be cleaned up and re-secured / 
patched. The current coloring will be 
removed as much as possible, and the 
bridge will be re-sprayed to give it a 
uniform color. A curved fence (10 feet 
high) will be installed along both sides. 
Decorative lighting will be installed, 
similar to what would have originally 
been placed on the bridge.

The county is taking an “ariel ease-
ment”- which allows them to take 
some space for cranes to do work – 
as well as taking some of the property 
along the wing-walls for future mainte-
nance. The stairs along the bridge will 
be made public.

The design should be finished with-
in the month, will be reviewed by 
PennDOT and they hope to reward 
the contract in the fall.

Doug Jackson – ALCOSAN:
Meet and greet for the neighborhood. 
(Former BHCF president Dan Keller is 
the neighborhood correspondent on 
the board of ALCOSAN.)

Jackson is responsible for day to day 
oversight of facilities. He is a registered 
electrical engineer and has been there 
for 18 years. He was recently pro-
moted to Director of Operations and 
Maintenance.

Unfortunate byproduct of the treat-
ment process is the odor. Odor con-
trol hotline: 412-766-9445. This line is 
automated and lets neighbors know of 
any reason for strong odors. It also lets 
ALCOSAN know when it is affecting 
neighbors negatively.

Three C’s approach: 
Curtail/minimize, Contain, Control:

Curtailing: lowering the levels in the 
tanks by just a couple feet helps mini-
mize the odor. Reducing the amount 
of time emergency tanks are used also 
cuts back on odors. Peak odor season 
is summer. Changing the schedule to 
do smelly things during off-peak sea-
sons helps to curtail odors.

Containment: making sure doors, win-
dows and access hatches are closed 

BHCF Minutes of the General Membership Meeting of May 14th, 2009 
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is extremely important, and they are 
working to ensure that these openings 
are kept closed.

Control: ALCOSAN has spent $25 
million to control odors – installing 
covers on tanks, et cetera. Tanks that 
are responsible for the treatment of 
the air are on site. Chemicals, water 
and sewers are all used to control.

A new odor control training program 
is being put into place for employees/
operators to ensure that malodor-
ous matters aren’t found beyond the 
boundaries of ALCOSAN.

ALCOSAN’s process to remedy an 
odorous situation:

A call is placed to the hotline, a com-
plaint is made. Once a complaint is 
logged, a set of checks will be per-
formed.

Sniff ports are utilized – operators 
have to take a whiff at the top of the 
stacks.  Neighborhood is scanned - AL-
COSAN goes into the neighborhood, 
talking with neighbors in the area of 
the complaint, trying to make sure the 
issue has been alleviated.

ALCOSAN Open House is scheduled 
for September 19, 2009

Darlene Harris, City Council, 
re: Davis Avenue Bridge:
The Davis Avenue Bridge has been 
in need of repair for years. When it 
first closed, it was going to get fed-
eral funds, but was removed from that 
list. Harris worked hard to put it back 
on the list, which happened this year, 
scheduled to start with design in 2012. 
When an engineer inspected it to see 
where it stood, it was made known 
that it had to be torn down as soon 
as possible. The amount of damage 
was made known, and motions were 
made to move forward to remove it. 

The families below it were evacuated. 
The bridge was brought down the first 
week of May.

Now, we need to figure out how to 
move forward – what happens now? 
Do we still have to wait until 2012 to 
start the rebuilding process? A meeting 
has been scheduled with the heads of 
the various community groups: Brigh-
ton Heights, Observatory Hill, Bright-
wood, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, 
and Friends of the Green, to meet 
with the local politicians. Ravenstahl, 
Ferlo, Onorato, Walko, Doyle and oth-
ers have been asked to attend. It will 
be made known to them how large a 
concern this is, how big a priority to 
the surrounding communities.

House Tour – Jeff Worsinger:
The house tour is Sunday, May 17th, 
noon to 5 PM. Tickets can be bought 
at Legion Park. $12 in advance, $15 
day of. There will be chocolate at ev-
ery house.

Special thanks should be given to ev-
eryone who helps make this happen, 
since it is a great event, brings good 
publicity to the neighborhood, and 
hopefully brings in future homeown-
ers.

Crime and Safety Report – 
Donna Kramer:
Crime Watch meeting will be held at 
Riverview Manor Apartments on June 
11th at 7 PM.

Nine arrests have been made in rela-
tion to drug activities. The cops are 
out in full force and are tracking and 
building their cases. Neighbors need to 
keep eyes and ears open to alert the 
police of where things are happening, 
what should be watched.

August 6th: Zone 1 Appreciation Day. 
Any help would be appreciated.

We are looking for an alternate rep-
resentative for the North Side Public 
Safety Council.

Portal Project – Susan Benn:
Monies have been located (state  
gambling funds) to fix the wall along 
the Brighton Heights Approach. Once 
the wall is fixed, trees will be planted 
along it.

More than 40 volunteers showed up 
to help with plantings along the portal 
in May. Donations are always welcome. 
Emmanuel Christian Church contrib-
uted a large number of volunteers and 
a lunch afterwards, which is greatly 
appreciated. We also have a newly in-
stalled irrigation system in one corner 
to hopefully encourage growth and 
life.

4. New Business:
Matt Haberman – Flea Market: 
A community flea market will be held 
at Legion Park on Saturday, June 6th. 
Tables are $10 each.

Memorial Day, May 25th – ceremony 
at Legion Park, 10 AM. Hot dogs, et 
cetera at Christ Hope Church after-
wards.

Friday, May 22nd – Volunteers are need-
ed to place flags on veterans’ graves.

Andy McLaren recently had to step 
down from the board, but has been 
presented with a certificate of appre-
ciation.

Nominations for new board members 
for the Federation happen in Septem-
ber. If you or anyone you know would 
be interested, please contact us!

5. Old Business:
None.

6. Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM.
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UNITED WAY # 188 
Did you now that the Brighton Heights Citi-
zens Federation is a United Way agency?  You 
can make a donation to the Federation by 
choosing # 188 on your donation form.  All 
United Way donations are used exclusively for 
our children’s activities such as the Hallow-
een Parade. For the past few years, the dona-
tions have not covered the costs involved for 
these activities. Any member making a United 
Way donation receives a one year extension 
on their membership.  Usually the paperwork 
does not catch up with us until the year follow-
ing the donation.

If so, let us know and we’ll add them for one 
year as a free “New Resident.”  And if you’d like 
to write something about Brighton Heights, 
please feel free to send your article to:

BHCF Newsletter, Box 99696, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Or e-mail it to Ron Lindow: 
rlindow45@comcast.net

Please include “Brighton Heights”  
in the subject line.

This newsletter is printed for us by 
Allegheny General Hospital and we 

appreciate their generosity!

Newsletter Committee
Irene Jakubowski

Gert Long 
Tom Kaylor

Jill McGlothlin
Ron Lindow, Editor

The opinions expressed are those  
of the authors and not necessarily those  

of the membership or the:

BHCF 
Board of Directors

Officers
President Pete Bellisario
Vice President Ray Meyer
Treasurer Joan Bellisario
Corresponding Secretary Jessica Mooney 
Recording Secretary Becky Spevack
 
Directors

Judy Bendtsen
Susan Benn
Janice Johns Engleman
Bill Goodrich
Matt Haberman
Ralph Horgan
Tom Kaylor
Dan Klobucar
Donna Kramer
Beth Lazzara
Bill Lazzara
Ron Lindow
Jill McGlothlin
Carrie Richards
Peggy Urzua
Jeff Worsinger

Directors Emeritus:     Gert Long      
   Helen Wehner

Answer Line  (412) 734-0233

Website  www.brightonheights.org

E-mail brightonheights@yahoo.com

Building permits (412) 255-2175
(Bureau of Building Inspection)

City Council Office (412) 255-2136

State Representative 
Don Walko (412) 321-5523

City Council Representative (412) 255-2135

Mayor’s Office (412) 255-2626

Report a burned-out 
street light (412) 255-5483
(Seven days a week, 24 hours a day) 
If you can, provide the closest address, side of the street, 
and SL number located on the pole.

ALCOSAN 
(Odor Control Hotline) (412) 766-9445
Organized Crime, Narcotics and Intelligence 
Division (ONI) (412) 665-4300

Pittsburgh School Police (412) 622-3520

Police, Zone One Station (412) 323-7201

Mayor’s Response Line
Non-emergency services and government information 
Monday through Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm
If you’re unable to get through, dial 255-2621

311
Police
Fire
Ambulance
Emergencies

911

Brighton 
Heights Citizens 
Brighton Heights Citizens 
Federation Info Quick List

Do You Have a New Neighbor? Brighton Heights 
Citizens Federation

PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA 
15233 • Phone/Fax: 412-734-0233

NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMPLAINT FORM
You may call the Mayor’s Service Center at 
412-255-2621 to report a problem you see in your 
neighborhood. You may also provide the Public Service 
Committee with this information by using this form.  
The Public Service Committee will send your com-
plaint to the Mayor’s Service Center on your behalf, or 
in addition to your complaint.  You may drop this form 
off at the General Membership Meeting, or send it to 
the above address.

Address of problem location

Name of Property owner (if known)

Please circle 
one or more

Health 
Concern   

Safety 
Concern   

Eyesore 
(Graffiti, 

etc.)   

Other

Details:

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

How long has this problem persisted?

Has this 
problem 

been pre-
viously 

reported to 
the Mayor’s 

service 
Center, a 

specific city 
department 

or any other 
agency?   

o Yes   
 o No

If “Yes,” which department?  
When?  How frequently?

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

You may 
submit  

this form  
anony-
mously, 

or if you 
want a 

response 
from  

the Public 
Service 

Committee  
about your  
complaint, 

please fill in 
this box.

Name ____________________

Address  __________________

_________________________

Phone Numbers:  

Day ______________________

Evening ___________________

E-mail address (optional) 

_________________________
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Thursday, September 10th   7:00 PM Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church
Corner of Brighton and BentonNext General 

Membership 
Meeting

M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP

 A
PP

LI
C

A
T

IO
N Name ______________________________________  Date _______________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City and State __________________________________________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ____________________________ E-mail ________________________________________
A

n
n

u
A

l
 D

u
e

s

Dues 
AmounT

Type of 
membershIp o Membership Renewal

o New Membership
 o  $7.50  Family

 o  $5 Individual (Unmarried) Enclosed Membership 
Dues are for ___ years o  $2 Social (Non-resident)

 o  $10 Corporate/Group Additional 
Donation ________ o  $3 Individual over 65

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.  Your membership renewal date will be reflected 
on your mailing label.  For example, “12/09” means your membership expires in December 2009.

Please make your check payable 
to “BHCF, Inc.” and send to:

BHCF Treasurer

Box 99696
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Please don’t send cash. 

Thank you!!


