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President’s Message
				

The new year is here and we have many ideas
that we are working for our neighborhood. Join
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, Councilwoman Darlene Harris, and State Representative Don Walko
at the March general membership meeting of the
Brighton Heights Citizen’s Federation to discuss the proposed Riverview Park Community
Center. The meeting will be held on Thursday,
March 12, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the BrightonMcClure Presbyterian Church on the corner of
Benton Avenue and Brighton Road.
Representatives from the City’s Department
of Parks and Recreation along with the project
team will be on hand to get feedback from the
community and discuss potential uses of the
community center. It is crucial that we have your
participation in this collaborative effort to create
a community asset that will best serve our neighborhood for years to come.
I am very happy to thank the Emmanuel Christian Church leadership for volunteering to take
care of our flowers at the corner of Brighton
Heights Boulevard and California Avenue. This

March/April 2009

by Pete Bellisario
is our largest flower bed and pleased that this
faith community will maintain it for our neighborhood. Art Kreisel, a member of Emmanuel
Christian Church, is helping to design a sprinkler system on this corner. Art has been a great
help in the past and came up with the idea of the
sprinklers which will be of great benefit for the
maintenance of the flower bed.
We continue to work with the Urban Redevelopment Authority on the redevelopment of the former St John’s property. We are also evaluating
existing housing that could be included in the
Neighborhood Stabilization Program and more
information is provided on the next page.
Spring is the busiest time of the year for your
Federation. We have a lot of spring events coming up, so check them out in this issue of the
newsletter, mark your calendars, and plan to
join your neighbors. Also, ALCOSAN will be
sponsoring its annual Open House on Saturday,
September 19th. Hot dogs and hamburgers are
free, and it is a most informative and fun activity, especially for the kids.

Next Membership Meeting
Thursday, March 12th, 7 p.m.
Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church
Corner of Brighton Road and Benton Ave

March General Membership Meeting

Memorial Day Ceremony

Join Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, Councilwoman Darlene Harris and
State Representative Don Walko at the March general membership
meeting of the Brighton Heights Citizen s Federation.

The American Legion and the Brighton Heights Citizen’s Federation will once again be sponsoring a Memorial Day ceremony at
Legion Park. It will be on Monday, May 25th. If you would like to
participate in or help with the planning of the ceremony, please call
Tom Kaylor at 412-766-7330

The discussion will be about the proposed Riverview Park Community Center.
Date and time: Thursday, March 12th at 7:00 PM. Location: the
Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church at Benton Avenue and
Brighton Road.
Representatives from the City s Department of Parks and Recreation along with the project team will be on hand to get feedback
from the community and discuss potential uses of the community
center.
It is crucial that we have your participation in this collaborative
effort to create a community asset that will best serve our neighborhood for years to come.

Saint John’s Property
The City of Pittsburgh and the Urban Redevelopment Authority
(URA) are developing a grant for a $20 million application to the
state’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program. URA housing staff
will develop plans for the use of the funds should the proposal be
accepted. Brighton Heights was selected to participate in this program. We are in the early stages of the discussions and hopefully
we can provide further details soon.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was awarded nearly $60 million in Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD.) This is a
one time only program funded by HUD through the National Housing Recovery Act of 2008. As part of this act, HUD has allocated
$3.92 billion nationwide to be used to address blighted and foreclosed properties. Eligible activities include establishing financing
mechanisms for purchase and redevelopment of foreclosed homes
and residential properties; purchasing and rehabilitating homes and
residential properties abandoned or foreclosed upon; establishing
land banks for foreclosed homes; demolishing blighted structures
and redeveloping demolished or vacant properties. The resulting
homes will be single family, owner occupied houses.

Scam Alert!
There is a new scam in our neighborhood that you should be aware
of: two men posing as water company employees, complete with
uniforms, and badges, ask to check on water issues in the house.
When the resident is sent to adjust some water flow, they burglarize
the house.
Be safe! The utility companies do not send people out without notifying you first. If you are approached, call 911

Something for Boating Enthusiasts
A canoe/kayak site is planned for access to the Ohio River at Westhall Street. It would offer users a way of safely reaching the river’s
edge as part of the Three Rivers Water Trail System. The location
has been earmarked for an access point in the Pennsylvania Environmental Council s River Conservation Plan as an important
community asset along a stretch of river that is otherwise not open
to public use. The Westhall Street location is located directly adjacent to the Three Rivers Heritage Trail and represents the only
non-motorized access point for canoe/kayaks on the Ohio River in
the Pittsburgh Pool.
The Friends of the Riverfront, the City of Pittsburgh and project
partners will administer the final design work and oversee new construction. We have raised the necessary matching funds and will
provide amenities such as a canoe/kayak racks and volunteer labor
to implement a landscaping scheme. The site, once complete, will
conform the high design standards of the Three Rivers Water Trail
system accepted by the City of Pittsburgh s Art Commission and
Planning Department. The Westhall Street access facility will be
open to the public free of charge, though hours of operation will
be limited to between dawn and dusk, as typical of the adjoining
unlighted Three Rivers Heritage Trail

School Busses
Red lights flashing. Stop sign extended. Front barrier rotated into
position. These mean you have to stop.

Great Pennsylvania Clean-Up
This year, the Great Pennsylvania Clean-Up will take place on Saturday, April 25th. For the past few years, the Federation has used
this event to clean up the neighborhood after the winter doldrums,
before the flower planting and the House Tour. It is a good opportunity for us, as we can get the bags and gloves and reflective vests
at no cost, and the program also provides pick up of the collected
bags of refuse.
We are in need of volunteers for this effort. It should only be a
couple hours of your time, and the more volunteers we have, the
faster the project will go, and the more streets we will be able to
beautify. Consider joining us at 8:30 AM on the 25th of April for
this clean-up. We need your help.

Progress in Reducing Crime, and the Part that You Can Play
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl
Dear Neighbors,
Over the past two years we
have worked hard to improve
the safety and quality of life of
our residents. We have come
up with innovative strategies
to fight crime while putting
more police officers on our
City streets. Public Safety
continues to remain one of my
top priorities, because I know that it is yours. We want to ensure that
our residents feel safe.
We have increased police presence in our neighborhoods by adding
nearly 50 additional officers to our City police force and by moving
39 officers from administrative duties and putting them back on our
streets. We have responded to community requests by ensuring that
each zone has four beat officers walking our streets and at least two
bike officers.
In 2008 we purchased 70 new police cruisers, nine fire trucks and
eight ambulances making it the largest vehicle purchase in City history. We have equipped our City police vehicles with 21st century
frontline technology, enabling officers to submit reports from their
vehicles. This saves countless hours of administrative work and allows them to spend more time patrolling our streets. We have updated all of our fire and EMS vehicles with Mobile Data Terminals
for more efficient dispatching during peak service times.
We restructured our police stations by re-opening the Zone 6 police
station to increase police presence in the West End. And we relocated
the Zone 3 police station to a more central location to help better fight
crime in the South Hilltop communities.
Over the past two years, major crimes have been reduced Citywide.
I also realize that although major crime rates have been reduced
across the city, it does not justify the fact that there is still crime in
our neighborhoods. We will continue to take action and explore new
ways of policing our streets until we reclaim every Pittsburgh street
and neighborhood. I need your help in doing this. As residents, you
can play a critical role in ensuring you and your neighbor’s safety by
engaging in two key community-oriented policing strategies.
• Register for Citizen Observer, a web-based community police alert
toolset. It allows law enforcement agencies to quickly enter content
about crimes or incidents and send an alert to residents. You can register for Citizen Observer online at www.citizenobserver.com
• Start a Block Watch to stop crime before it starts. Block Watches
keep community members aware of the current crime happenings on
your street. And they provide an avenue to get to know your neigh-
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bors while developing crime problem solving strategies. If you’re
considering starting a Block Watch, please contact your community
relations officer by calling 412-323-7800
While these are two great tactics to help fight crime in your neighborhood, it remains critical that residents continue to call 911 and
report crimes or suspicious activity. You may also fill out a Silent
Complaint form, located at your local police station, to report crimes
anonymously. I know that together we can and will make Pittsburgh
a safer place for our children.
For more information please contact my Office of Neighborhood Initiatives at 412-255-8680
Luke Ravenstahl,
Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

Brighton Heights
Community Meeting on

Feral Cats
Saturday, March 14th
1:00 – 3:30 pm
Woods Run Branch of
the Carnegie Library
1201 Woods Run Avenue
All welcome!
Colony Caretakers
Neighbors Caring for Strays
Concerned Citizens
Come learn more about a project to help humanely
address the feral cat issues in the
Brighton Heights community.
Free cat food will be available for feral caretakers.

RSVP to 412.847.7094 or

cwhaley@ThinkingOutsideTheCage.org
A collaborative project of
Animal Friends, Animal Rescue League and Western PA Humane Society

Answer Line: 412-734-0233 		
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Still Time to Register for Summer Sports!
There’s still time to register for the 2009 baseball, softball, and teeball season with Brighton Heights Athletic Association. BHAA will continue
to accept registrations in all programs. Here’s how to get registered:
Register Online Now
BHAA offers immediate online registration at www.bhaabaseball.org Simply click the link at the top of the homepage. A credit card is required.
Printable registration forms and information sheets also are available at this website.
Call Us
Contact Nicole Knupsky (412-513-7087) or Joe Kocay (412-414-3840) to pre-register by phone and ask any questions you may have. Payment
arrangements also are available in some cases. Call to inquire.
Age Groups and Registration Fees
The age for the baseball and teeball programs is based on a child’s age as of April 30, 2009. In softball, age is based on age as of January 1,
2009. Softball is slow-pitch unless otherwise designated.
Teeball (co-ed ages 6 and under) $50 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
Farm League Baseball (ages 7 and 8) $60 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
Junior Little League Baseball (ages 9 and 10) refundable $75 plus $15 concessions fee
Senior Little League Baseball (ages 11 and 12) refundable $75 plus $15 concessions fee
Pony League Baseball (ages 13 and 14) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
Colt League Baseball (ages 15 and 16) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
SuperColt League Baseball (ages 17 and 18) $90 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
Instructional Softball (ages 6 to 8) $60 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
10-and-under Softball (ages 9 and 10) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
12-and-under Softball (ages 11 and 12) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
15-and-under Softball (ages 13 to 15) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
18-and-under Softball (ages 16 to 18) $75 plus refundable $15 concessions fee
Got Questions?
E-mail or call Nicole Knupsky (bhaabaseball@comcast.net or 412-513-7087) or Joe Kocay (kocayfamily@verizon.net or 412-414-3840)

Job Opportunities
Rivers Casino has partnered with other groups to help identify and train good candidates for jobs in its various operations. Randy
Lheureau, the workforce development specialist for the Northside Leadership Conference, said that there is still time to get started on
the application process.
Jobs will soon be posted, with an initial focus on management and administrative positions, as well as people with industry experience.
Over the summer, the company will then begin looking at the various divisions that make a successful casino: food service, security,
surveillance and slots operators, to name a few. There will also be positions in the restaurants and retail sections of the casino, as well
as a possible second phase hotel.
For more information, call Randy Lheureau at 412-330-2551 or email him at casinocareers@pittsburghnorthside.com For more information on the Leadership Conference, go to www.pittsburghnorthside.com
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State Rep. Don Walko Reports from Harrisburg:
Walko Providing Help with Property Tax/Rent Rebate in Your Community
Don Walko, State Representative
To help more residents of the 20th Legislative District receive a state Property Tax/Rent Rebate of up to $975, my
staff will be providing help with applying at several locations throughout the district. Please bring proof of income.
The program provides rebates on the previous year’s property taxes or rent to income-eligible residents who are 65
or older, 50 or older and widowed or 18 or older with a permanent disability.
The income limit for homeowners is $35,000; the income limit for renters is $15,000. Applicants only have to count half of any Social Security
or federal railroad retirement Tier I benefits when calculating their income.
My staff also will provide help with the PACE/PACENET prescription drug program for seniors, driver’s license and license plate renewals
and notary service.
Both the rebate program and PACE/PACENET are funded by the state lottery, not tax dollars.
My staff will be available from 10 AM to 1 PM at several locations in February and March:
• Lawrenceville Senior Center, 4600 Butler Street, Thursday, February 19th
• East North Side Senior Center, 623 Suismon Street, Thursday, February 26th
• Brighton Heights Senior Center, 3515 McClure Avenue, Tuesday, March 3rd
• West View Volunteer Fire Company, Banquet Hall, 398 Perry Highway, Thursday, March 12th and Thursday, March 26th
• Reserve Township Building, 33 Lonsdale Road, Wednesday, March 18th
If you have questions on a state-related issue or subject, please visit www.pahouse.com/Walko or call my office at 412-321-5523

Problem-solving Courts Save Tax Dollars, Make Communities Safer
As chairman of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, I believe that even in these difficult economic times, the Commonwealth should
provide additional funding to counties for use in establishing and maintaining problem-solving courts. I intend to introduce legislation that
would establish a grant program with up to $3 million per year from the Department of Corrections administrative budget.
Problem-solving courts use a collaborative, multi-disciplinary approach to address the underlying issues that help lead to criminal behavior.
Mental health and drug treatment courts are two examples of effective problem-solving courts.
Drug treatment courts involve the coordinated efforts of the judiciary, prosecution, defense bar, probation, law enforcement, mental health and
social service communities. These courts quickly identify substance-abusing offenders and place them under strict court monitoring and community supervision that is coupled with effective, long-term treatment services.
The National Association of Drug Court Professionals reports that 18 studies have found average cost savings -- through reduced prison costs
in particular -- of $4000 to $12,000 per drug treatment court participant.
Mental health courts focus on offenders who need treatment for mental illness. They link people convicted of non-violent crimes to communitybased treatment for mental illness, alcoholism and drug addiction. A Rand Corporation study found that the cost of mental health treatment is
offset in the first year by the savings in the cost of incarceration. And that by the second year, Allegheny County saved more than $9500 per
mental health court participant.
These programs substantially reduce crime by lowering re-arrest and conviction rates among drug treatment and mental health court graduates.
Investments in problem-solving courts will help us save scarce tax dollars while at the same time making communities safer.
If you have questions on a state-related issue or subject, please visit www.pahouse.com/Walko or call my office at 412-321-5523
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Are You in Love with Pittsburgh? And Would You Like to be Honored for Explaining Why?
Mayor Ravenstahl recently said:
“Pittsburgh’s comeback story, recently
showcased in many national publications,
is a story about real people who have
stayed committed to their communities and
family”...”We had such a great response to
last year’s Valentine’s Day contest that we
wanted to do something like it again this
year, but bigger. For this contest, we needed
to allot more time for submissions, so we’re
launching it for Valentine’s Day and allowing
two months for entries. For fun, we threw in
a little bit of Super Bowl mania with the Six
Burgh theme by asking for six reasons and
choosing six winners.”
He also said:
Dear Neighbors,
I am so proud to be the Mayor of Pittsburgh,
where so many show their deep pride and
support for their hometown. The sea of black
and gold throughout the City in support of
the Steelers as they made history with their
6th Super Bowl win is another testament to

what defines our City. As Pittsburghers, we
not only characterize ourselves by our pride
of the black and gold, we also identify ourselves by our neighborhoods.
I’ve had the pleasure to speak to so many
residents of this great City who are committed to their neighborhoods. I’ve heard their
stories first hand about why they love their
neighborhoods and what makes this City so
special. It is these individuals and stories
that make our City unique. It is time for their
stories---our stories---to be told.
This year, in honor of Valentine’s Day, I
kicked off the “Six Burgh Reasons Why I �
My Neighborhood” contest. I want to know
what defines your neighborhood and makes
you so proud of where you live. I want you
to share with me your love story with your
neighborhood through a short essay, photos
or a video. If your entry is one of the top six
chosen, you will be notified and honored at a
neighborhood celebration in May. And your
entry will be posted on the City’s website

and the City cable channel.
It is time for us to celebrate all of the positive things happening in every corner of this
Most Livable City. We know the challenges
and work every day to meet them, but let’s
take this opportunity to reflect on the assets
of our neighborhoods.
For a complete list of rules, please visit the
City of Pittsburgh website at www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us. Rules may also be obtained at
the Mayor’s office on the 5th floor of the
City-County Building at 414 Grant Street, or
at any of the City’s senior centers. Deadline
to submit an entry is April 13, 2009. For more
information, contact the Mayor’s Neighborhood Initiatives office at 412-255-8680
Thank you for all that you do for your neighborhood. I look forward to hearing your
story!
Luke Ravenstahl, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

Contest Rules
The Aim of the Contest
Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods are what make
our City unique! We want to hear your
heartwarming story about your neighborhood. Tell us your story, incorporating six
reasons why you love your neighborhood
and why it’s so special. The neighborhood
must be located within the City of Pittsburgh limits.
Formats Accepted
Essays, photo essays and videos will be accepted. See below for further information
and requirements.
Submission Deadline
All “Six Burgh Reasons Why I � My
Neighborhood” entries must be postmarked
by April 13, 2009, or dropped off by 4:30
PM on April 13 at the Mayor’s office on
the 5th floor of the City-County Building
at 414 Grant Street, or at any of the City of
Pittsburgh senior centers.
Mailed entries should be marked “Six
Burgh Reasons Why I � My Neighborhood”, Mayor’s Office, City-County Building, 414 Grant Street, Pittsburgh PA 15219
Winning Entries
Six winning entries will be chosen, based
on creativity, originality, relevance, usefulness and content.
Prizes
Winners will be notified and honored at a
neighborhood celebration in May. At the
discretion of the City and format permit-
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ting, the winning entries will be showcased
on the City of Pittsburgh’s web site in the
Neighborhood Initiatives section and on
the City’s cable channel.
Contest Rules
Eligibility: this contest is open to all residents of the City of Pittsburgh. Entrant
must live within the City limits and be able
to provide proof of residence.
To Enter: all entries must be the original work of the participant and must not
have been previously exhibited, recorded
or transmitted and must not contain the
trademarks, designs, copyrighted works,
intellectual property, names, likenesses or
images of any person or entity and must
not otherwise infringe upon the copyrights,
trademarks, privacy or other intellectual
property rights of any person or entity.
Essay Requirements
Essays must be 250 words or less. Essays may be submitted online, mailed or
dropped off at designated locations. Hard
copies will be accepted.
Photo Essay Requirements
Photo essays may be submitted on disc
(CD.) Absolutely no photos may be submitted, or can be accepted, via the City’s
website. Essays must be 250 words or less
and digital photos are strongly encouraged.
Hard copies of essays and photos will be
also accepted, but it might not be possible
to post them on the website or TV channel
due to quality loss during conversion.

Video Requirements
Videos must be no longer than 10 minutes.
It is preferred that the videos be in digital
format to make it possible to post them
on the web and air them on the City cable
channel. The following video files are acceptable on CD: .avi, .mpg, .wmv, .mov,
.swf, .flv Video may also be submitted on
DVD, DVCPRO and VHS. VHS tapes will
be accepted, but it might not be possible
to post them on the website or TV channel
due to quality loss during conversion.

staff and selected community leaders.
Winning entries will be selected based on
adherence to the rules as well as quality,
creativity, originality, relevance, usefulness and content. Winners will be notified
and honored at a neighborhood celebration
in May. At the discretion of the City and
format permitting, the winning entries will
be showcased on the City of Pittsburgh’s
website in the forthcoming Neighborhood
Initiatives section and on the City’s cable
channel.

Use of Videos, Essays and Photo Essays
The City of Pittsburgh Mayor’s office will
have an irrevocable, perpetual, royalty-free
license to copy, excerpt and edit all essays,
photo essays and videos submitted that
meet the specified requirements.

Entrant Agreement
Submission of an entry into the contest
constitutes the entrant’s full and unconditional agreement to and acceptance of the
aforementioned rules and requirements. All
winners must additionally sign the General Release, Indemnification and Consent
Form in order to participate in this contest.

Disqualification
Submission of false information regarding
name, mailing address, telephone number
or other personal information will result
in disqualification of entry from the video
contest.
Privacy
By providing personal contact information,
entrant agrees to receive correspondence
from the City of Pittsburgh relating to his/
her entry on an as-needed basis. If you do
not wish to receive these correspondences
or provide contact information, please do
not enter this contest.
Judging and Prizes
Entries will be judged by the Mayor, his
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The City of Pittsburgh reserves the right
to withdraw or terminate this contest at
any time without prior notice, or to amend
these Contest Rules in writing as and when
it deems necessary.
Copies of the Contest Rules are also available at City of Pittsburgh senior centers and
at the Mayor’s office.
For more information, log onto the City of
Pittsburgh website or contact the Mayor’s
Neighborhood Initiatives office at 412255-8680
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City of Lights
Recently in City Council, I said, “I’d like us
to be the City of Lights.” I was quoted in the
press, and when I think of how beautiful our
city already is, I am certain we can achieve
this.
It is 100 years since the City first electrified
the public throughways. To bring the technology of the 21st century to our service,
Council has sought the advice and assistance
of national experts such as the Clinton Foundation. Working with the Clinton Climate
Initiative, we can garner advice and information on best practices, and also assistance
finding funding sources. They can work with
us on lighting and in many other areas such
as wastewater treatment and building retrofits. We have made connections with other
cities and are learning from their experiences.
We also are working on policy issues, research and creative solutions with Carnegie
Mellon University, specifically with Luis
Rico Gutierrez, Director of the Remaking
Cities Institute, and Cindy Limauro, Professor of Lighting Design. These people bring
global experience – they work across the
country, in Europe and Canada.

We will build on this information and ultimately make Pittsburgh the model which
other cities will want to copy. Financially,
we will garner support from foundations and
initiatives to begin changing our lighting.
And the fixtures will save us money by lasting a decade and longer and using far less
energy, among other benefits.
This is not just about changing out light fixtures, it’s about designing a whole new, citywide model for our lighting.
What are LEDs? Light Emitting Diodes are
essentially chips which transmit light. We
have been using them in clocks and in other
appliances for quite a while. There are now
television screens made of red, green and
blue LEDs. The colors are mixed so any color can be shown. We have computer screens
and billboards composed of LEDs. And we
can make lighting fixtures out of them.
As one of the leading methods of reducing energy consumption without reducing
lumens of light, LED lighting can replace
incandescent, fluorescent and high-intensity
discharge lighting. LED lights can be used
outdoors and indoors. They can serve as

street lights, traffic lights, building lighting
and interior lights. For street lights, they can
reduce energy consumption by 50 to 90%.
Fixtures can last as long as two decades, and
can be relatively maintenance free. They can
be designed to reduce output after 2:00 AM.
They can be directed more efficiently onto
the areas needed, eliminating undesirable
spill. They work in all weather, and present
virtually no environmental concerns with
disposal.
We have the opportunity to design our new
lighting from the ground up. It will be efficient, environmentally friendly and beautiful, and it will serve us well into the future.
We will design the optimal system and find
the best equipment. Additionally, we should
even look into having companies that make
this equipment locate branch factories in
Pittsburgh, thus providing jobs and increasing local productivity.
Maybe we can entice them to locate in District 1.
Darlene Harris,
Councilwoman, City of Pittsburgh

Mayor’s Plan for Energy-efficient Street Lights is Underway
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl has announced that
the City has issued a Request for Information (RFI), available on the City’s website,
inviting streetlighting vendors to apply to
participate in Pittsburgh’s first Energy-Efficient Streetlight Conversion pilot program.
The City currently operates 39,779 streetlights using 2,293,748 kilowatts-per-hour, at
a yearly cost of approximately $3,242,008.
The Mayor’s Office of Sustainability is hoping to shave as much as 50 to 60 percent of
that cost by replacing the lights with green
technologies.
“This project is exciting because it has the
potential to improve the quality of lighting
in the City, expand our ‘greenprint’ and save
taxpayer dollars,” Ravenstahl said. “It’s a
win-win situation for taxpayers and the environment, and just the beginning of our efforts to be more energy-efficient.”

Fifty percent of the City’s street lighting
costs are fixed and the other half, which is
made up of commodity and transportation,
could be reduced by as much as 50 to 60 percent. This reduction translates into possible
annual savings of $810,502 to $972,602.
Additionally, associated maintenance costs,
at an average of $1 million yearly, could be
reduced by as much as 75 percent.
Lighting technologies to be considered in
the RFI include, but are not limited to, LED
(Light Emitting Diodes), induction and metal halide. The City intends to leave the pilot
project in place for six months in order to
assess the different technologies on various
criteria. These include energy demand, light
output and quality, upfront and maintenance
costs, expected lifetime for fixtures and calculated payback period.
The City plans to begin installation of fixtures the first week of May.
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To ensure that the decision-making process
is fair, open and transparent, the City will
utilize expertise from the University Of Pittsburgh School Of Engineering to assess the
various lighting technologies and fixtures.
Following the pilot, the City plans to release
a Request For Proposal (RFP) to begin replacing streetlights throughout the City.
In late 2008 the City completed its retrofit
of nearly 800 intersections with LED traffic
signals, saving taxpayers $20,000 per month.
Last month, the Mayor announced the City’s
plan to install solar panels at a City firehouse. And this spring, the City is scheduled
to update approximately 85 street lights on
Grandview Avenue, from McCardle Roadway to Shiloh Street. The plan is to replace
all the poles and attach new fixtures with a
“green” energy system. Money for this project was provided through a $400,000 grant,
obtained by Senator Wayne Fontana.

Answer Line: 412-734-0233 		
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Neighborhood Yard Sale
Let us help you with your spring cleaning. Bring all
those no-longer-needed treasures to our first neighborhood yard sale. It will be at Legion Park on Saturday,
June 6th from 9 AM to 2 PM. You can rent a 6 foot by
10 foot space in the park for only $10. You supply your
own table if you like. We will publicize the event for
you.

Time to think Spring! Bring your garden gloves and knee pads if you like
and join us for the annual spring flower planting on Saturday, May 9th at
9 AM on the corners of California and Termon Avenues. We like to have
the gardens in before the house tour which is on May 17th this year, so this
should work out well.

Make a reservation on line at www.brightonheights.org
or fill out the application below and mail it in with your
reservation fee.

Name:_ _____________________________
Address_____________________________

If you would like to contribute to the purchase of the flowers, please fill in
the accompanying donation form, go online to the website at www.brightonheights.org for a form, or use Paypal online.

City________________________________

There are a couple of ways that you can help with the flower planting
(at California and Termon Avenues) on May 9th.

E-mail (optional)_______________________

Phone_ _____________________________

Number of 6 x 10 ft spaces needed_________

If you would like to help with the planting on May 9th:
Return this form, Call our Answer Line at 412-734-0233
or e-mail us at brightonheights@yahoo.com
Flower Planting Volunteer

Amount Enclosed______________________
Make checks payable to Brighton Heights Citizens
Federation. Please do not send cash.

Name:_____________________________________________

BHCF Yard Sale
Box 99696
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Phone_____________________________________________
Flower Donation
Donation for purchase of flowers: $_ ______________________
Name_____________________________________________

Crime and Safety Report

Address_ __________________________________________

by Donna Kramer

City_ _____________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________

The Crime Watch meetings will resume in the spring.

E-mail (optional)_ ____________________________________

The senior high rise on Goe Avenue has started a Crime
Watch----welcome to all those folks concerned about the
neighborhood.

Make checks payable to Brighton Heights Citizens Federation.
Please do not send cash.

BHCF Flower Planting
Box 99696
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
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The North Side Public Safety Council meets every first Thursday of the month at 5:30. It’s at Allegheny Commons, Building 4, Suite 601. It is open to the publi – come and voice your
concerns.

www.brightonheights.org				
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If You Don’t Have Enough Money to Pay Your Heating Bill..
Darlene Harris, Councilwoman, City of Pittsburgh

Happy New Year! As we move into the
first months of the new year, we also head
straight into the coldest months of winter. I
want to let you know about a great program
that provides assistance with getting your
heating bills paid. The Pennsylvania Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) is one that provides assistance
grants and emergency repair assistance to low-income owners and renters
alike.
LIHEAP is available for low or fixed income homeowners or renters who
are responsible for their heating bills. There are three forms of LIHEAP assistance, and residents may be eligible for one or more of them. The Cash
Grant assists with paying heating bills normally, while the Crisis Grant is
reserved for those who have a home heating emergency, such as broken
heating equipment, leaking lines, lack of fuel, utility service termination
or imminent danger of being without fuel or having service terminated.
The Crisis Grant is separate from the Cash Grant and may entitle you to
additional funds in order to end the emergency. Finally, the Crisis Interference is assistance provided for repairs to your heating system. Allegheny
County residents with emergency situations are encouraged to contact the
Allegheny County Department of Human Services at 1-800-851-3838
You do not need to have an unpaid bill or receive public assistance to
qualify, and no lien will be placed on the property if you receive the assistance. The amount of assistance is determined by the number of people
in you household, your income and the type of fuel used. Once you have
applied, a notice explaining your eligibility and the amount of assistance
being awarded to you should be sent out 30 days after your completed application has been received. This year, the Cash and Crisis programs are
scheduled to close on March 31, 2009, but the deadline may be shortened
or extended depending on availability of federal funds.
Printable applications, eligibility requirements and more information are
available online at: http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ServicesPrograms/LIHEAP/ or the DPW Compass website: https://www.humanservices.state.
pa.us/compass/PGM/ASP/SC001.asp
You may also visit your local welfare office to set up an appointment or call
the LIHEAP toll free hotline at 1-866-857-7095, Monday through Friday.
Individuals with hearing impairments may call the TDD number at 1-800451-5886
I know we are all worried about the cost of heating our homes in these
trying economic times, but there is help out there. So as we welcome all
the new and exciting possibilities that the new year brings, don’t forget to
bundle up and stay warm this winter and let’s make this the happiest and
healthiest new year.

Events at your local library!
Family Storytime
Thursday, March 5, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Thursday, March 12, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Thursday, March 26, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Thursday, April 2, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Thursday, April 9, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Summary: Join us for songs, movement, stories and a craft.

Family Storytime:
Won’t You Be My Neighbor
Thursday, March 19, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM
Saturday, March 21, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM

Book Discussion: Audition:
A Memoir by Barbara Walters
Tuesday, March 10, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Get Your Game On!
Featuring the Wii and Board
Games for Tweens and Teens
Thursday, March 12, 2009 - 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 - 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Thursday, April 9, 2009 - 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Mother and Daughter Tea
Saturday, March 14, 2009 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Woods Run Library
1201 Woods Run Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.761.3730
woodsrun@carnegielibrary.org

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Woods Run Branch
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation				
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Brighton Heights 2009 House Tour
The Annual Brighton Heights House Tour will take place on Sunday, May 17th this year with expanded hours from noon to 5 PM. The focus
of the tour will be houses from Davis Avenue to Pemberton St north of Legion Park. The tour will begin at Legion Park and will once again
feature a Chocolate theme.
Tickets for the tour are $12 each if reservations are made by 6 pm on May 16th. The day of the tour, tickets will be $15. So get your friends
together and come on the tour. Your participation on the tour is another way you can support your Federation and help make this activity a
success!
You can also boost the success of the tour by purchasing an ad in the booklet. Ads are $50 for a quarter page, $100 for a half page, and $200
for a full page. Any ad entitles you to free admission to the tour for up to four people. Ads must be purchased before March 20th.
You can make a reservation by sending in the attached reservation form, or the attached sponsor form, or by going to www.brightonheights.org
and completing the form (s) online by using Paypal.

2009 Sponsor Form
Cost:
$50 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$200 for full page

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________
E-mail: __________________________________________
Would you like to receive our free eNewsletter?
Y❏ N❏
Amount enclosed: ____________________________
Email electronic file to brightonheights@yahoo.com
No cash, please – send check to:
BHCF, Inc.
2008 House Tour
PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Ticket Reservation Form
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009 Time: Noon to 5 PM
Cost: $12 (non-refundable)
if received before Saturday, May 16, 2009, $15 day of tour
Start: Legion Park at the corner of Brighton Road and Davis Ave.
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________
Would you like to receive our free eNewsletter?
Y❏ N❏
Number of tickets:____________________________________
Amount enclosed: _____________________________________
No cash, please – send check to:
BHCF, Inc.
2008 House Tour
PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA 15233

PAYPAL available on our website at:
www.brightonheights.org
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PAYPAL available on our website at:
www.brightonheights.org

Brighton Heights Citizens Federation

Brighton Heights
Calbride
Charles Street
Fineview
Northview Heights
Perry Hilltop
Spring Hill
Troy Hill

Allegheny General Hospital
ESB Bank
H.J. Heinz
Mercy Behavioral Health
Northside Rotary

Citizens Bank
Mark T. Fatla, Esq.
Huntington Bank
National City Bank
PNC Bank

2008 Scholarship Funders:

Questions regarding the scholarship program should be directed to Kelly MacKay at the
Conference office (412-330-2562).

**PLEASE NOTE! Please submit an electronic version of your essay also.
Email to: kelly@pittsburghnorthside.com

To: Northside Leadership Conference Scholarship Committee
Attn: Kelly MacKay
4 Allegheny Center, Suite 601
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Applications must be submitted by
5:00 pm Friday, February 28, 2009

Allegheny West
Brightwood
Central Northside
East Allegheny
Manchester
Observatory Hill
Spring Garden
Summer Hill

Neighborhood in, which you reside (please circle one):

High School _______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________

Application Form

Applications: All applications must be submitted by 5:00 pm Friday, February 28, 2009
Mail to:
Northside Leadership Conference Scholarship Committee
Attn: Kelly MacKay
4 Allegheny Center, Suite 601
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Letters of Reference: Two letters of reference are required. Your school principal, guidance
counselor, or teacher should submit one letter. The second should be a letter from
someone who is familiar with your volunteer activities (not a family member).

Criteria for Selection: The student should prepare an essay of 500 words or less, which
describe his or her volunteer activities and future educational plans. In reviewing the
student essays, the Committee will take into account spelling and grammar and
their overall volunteerism. Consequently, students applying for a scholarship should
check their spelling and grammar. Students are encouraged to use the spell check
on their computer, and/or to have a teacher, parent or friend review their essay. On
the application form, the applicant should include their name, address, phone
number, school, and neighborhood in which they reside. Your name, gender or
reference to race should not appear on your essay. Also, include a copy of
your high school academic records.

Awardees: Will be selected by the NSLC Dinner Committee, which is made up of
representatives of the neighborhoods and participating sponsors. The number of
scholarships will be determined by sponsor commitments. (Generally 9-11
scholarships are awarded.)

Award: $1,000 scholarships will be awarded. Candidates will be recruited through
neighborhood groups and high schools, both private and public. The individuals
must reside on the Northside, but they need not attend a Northside high
school.

Eligibility for Scholarship: ANY Northside resident in the 12th grade, who performs
volunteer service in their community and who is planning to attend a college or
training program after high school.

Purpose of Scholarship: To recognize and award high school seniors who volunteer their
time to improve the Northside community.

NORTHSIDE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
2009 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Apply now for our annual Scholarship Program

We’re helping Northside Kids who
help their neighborhoods!

Brighton Heights Citizens Federation Minutes of the General Membership Meeting of Jan 15th, 2009
1. Pledge of Allegiance

Called to order at 7:02 PM
Pledge of Allegiance
Attendance: approximately 25
Minutes distributed via the mail
Motion to approve November’s minutes,
seconded, approved.

2. Report of Officers:
President’s Report

Pete Bellisario

Portal Committee: Guy Costa and State
Senator Jim Ferlo recently met with Jan
Held concerning the Granada Street wall
and Davis Avenue steps. Monies have been
allocated for these projects, and this wall
and steps are on the list to be paid for by that
fund. Paperwork is being processed.
Home and Garden Show: North Side Leadership Conference offered a table for North
Side communities to tend and introduce the
neighborhood to the larger North Side community. February 27th to March 3rd. Volunteers welcome visitors and receive free
admittance to the show.
Brighton Heights Athletic Association is
holding registration on January 31st and
February 7th for those interested.
From January 19th to January 22nd, the
West End Bridge is going to have some major construction. Expect delays.
The business building along Benton Avenue (at Brighton Road) has sold. Recently,
representatives of the community met with
the new owner to discuss what the neighborhood might have a need for. If anyone
has any suggestions, please send them to the
Federation.

Treasurer’s Report

Joan Bellisario

Account Balances
Bank CD....................................... $15,000
Housing Account.....................................0
Monument Account.................. 1,638.57
Operating Account................ 12,620.44
State Grant Account.....................903.91
United Way Account................. 1693.68
Total ...................................... $31,856.60
Treasurer’s Report approved by the membership.
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Corresponding Secretary’s Report

Andy McLaren
Letters have been sent out announcing this
evening’s meeting. Also sent out Thank You
letters to sponsors of the 2008 House Tour,
as well as Thank You letters for the annual
flower planting.
Allegheny City Society is planning a road
trip to the Westmoreland Museum of American Art on January 24th. Meet at Amani
Coffeehouse, head out to a docent-led tour
of the museum, lunch at Red Star Brewery,
then head back. If interested, contact Ruth at
412-364-6132.
PennDot is sponsoring a contest geared to
high school students: “Drive Safe PA.” Students are to make a 30-second public service
announcement. Top Winners will have their
PSAs broadcast on the air. If interested, go
to http://www.dot.state.pa.us/Internet/Bureaus/pdBHSTE.nsf/InfoDriveSafe?OpenF
orm&BaseTarget=_
Carnegie Science Center is offering a 50%
discount off admission for January. Additionally, admission is free on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day at both the Science Center and
the Aviary.

3. Special Guest - Darlene Harris

Repairs on the Davis Avenue Bridge are
scheduled to begin in 2012. Wilksboro
Bridge (the footbridge off California Avenue) was scheduled to be demolished. But
Councilwoman Harris has worked to get the
money for its repair transferred. She continues to work to find the additional funds to
complete the project.
In February, Mayor Ravenstahl and Councilwoman Harris will announce a special
project for the neighborhood.
Also, Councilwoman Harris has helped allocate money to the neighborhood for security cameras. Pete is continuing to research
and implement the best possible system for
Brighton Heights. He hopes to know by
March whether or not an advanced system
he is looking at will be possible.
An attempt is being made to put in a regulation deck hockey court and replace the volleyball court at Marmaduke Park.

Report of Committees:
Crime and Safety Committee

Donna Kramer
Crime and Safety Report – Donna Kramer:

www.brightonheights.org				

Still a lot of criminal mischief and recently
there have been eight arrests for drugs.
Crime Watch meetings will resume at Riverview Manor starting in April. Also trying
to set up a Block Watch with the apartment
building on Goe Avenue.
Officer Hodges:
Every first Thursday of the month there is a
North Side Public Safety Meeting at Allegheny Commons, Building 4, Suite 601
Every first Tuesday of the month, there is
an open meeting at Zone 1 from 5 to 8 PM.
Whatever needs are out there are addressed.
If you have a report you are interested in,
you can find out any information about said
report during this time.
Brighton Heights is Sector 2, Tracks 2701,
2702, 2703, 2708 within the North Side.
A problem property on California Avenue is
being heavily monitored. There have been
four reportable incidents there in the past
year.
Brighton Heights is one the most patrolled
areas on the North Side. Statistical information is available on request.
Officer Hodges’s number is 412-323-7200

4. New Business

It is recommended that whomever volunteers for the Home and Garden Booth has
parking paid for by the Federation.
Three members of the Federation’s Board
are undergoing significant health issues, so
please keep them in your prayers.
There has been discussion of having a large
neighborhood yard sale at Legion Park in
the late spring. If anyone is interested in
helping, contact Matt Haberman, call the
Answer Line at 412-734-0233 or email us at
brightonheights@yahoo.com
Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers,
one hour at a time. They are also trying to
raise money by holding a monthly winter
soup sale on February 6th and March 6th
from 11:30 AM to 1 PM.

5. Old Business: None.
6. Adjournment: 8:20 PM.
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation

Newsletter Committee
Irene Jakubowski
Gert Long
Tom Kaylor
Jill McGlothlin
Ron Lindow, Editor
The opinions expressed are those of the
authors and not necessarily those
of the membership or the:

BHCF Board of Directors
Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Corresponding Secretary
Recording Secretary

Pete Bellisario
Ray Meyer
Joan Bellisario
Andy McLaren
Becky Spevack

Directors
Judy Bendtsen
Susan Benn
Janice Johns Engleman
Bill Goodrich
Matt Haberman
Ralph Horgan
Tom Kaylor
Dan Klobucar
Donna Kramer
Beth Lazzara
Bill Lazzara
Ron Lindow
Jill McGlothlin
Carrie Richards
Peggy Urzua
Jeff Worsinger
Directors Emeritus:
Gert Long
Helen Wehner

Answer Line

(412) 734-0233

Website
E-mail

www.brightonheights.org
brightonheights@yahoo.com

Building permits

(412) 255-2175

City Council Office

(412) 255-2136

State Representative
Don Walko

(412) 321-5523

(Bureau of Building Inspection)

City Council Representative (412) 255-2135
Mayor’s Office

(412) 255-2626

Report a burned-out
street light

(412) 255-5483

(Seven days a week, 24 hours a day)
If you can, provide the closest address, side of the street,
and SL number located on the pole.

Alcosan
(Odor Control Hotline)
(412) 766-9445
Organized Crime, Narcotics and Intelligence
Division (ONI)
(412) 665-4300
Pittsburgh School Police (412) 622-3520

Police, Zone One Station
Mayor’s Response Line

311

911

UNITED WAY # 188

Did you now that the Brighton Heights Citizens
Federation is a United Way agency? You can
make a donation to the Federation by choosing
# 188 on your donation form. All United Way
donations are used exclusively for our children’s activities such as the Halloween Parade.
For the past few years, the donations have not
covered the costs involved for these activities.
Any member making a United Way donation
receives a one year extension on their membership. Usually the paperwork does not catch up
with us until the year following the donation.

Brighton Heights Citizens Federation				

NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLAINT FORM
You may call the Mayor’s Service Center at
412-255-2621 to report a problem you see in your
neighborhood.You may also provide the Public Service
Committee with this information by using this form.
The Public Service Committee will send your complaint to the Mayor’s Service Center on your behalf, or
in addition to your complaint. You may drop this form
off at the General Membership Meeting, or send it to
the above address.
Address of problem location

(412) 323-7201

Non-emergency services and government information
Monday through Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm
If you’re unable to get through, dial 255-2621

Police
Fire
Ambulance
Emergencies

PO Box 99696 • Pittsburgh, PA
15233 • Phone/Fax: 412-734-0233

Dealings with the City

This newsletter is printed for us by
Allegheny General Hospital and we
appreciate their generosity!

Federation Info
Info Quick
Quick List
List
Federation

Complaint Submitted by

If so, let us know and we’ll add them for one year
as a free “New Resident.” And if you’d like to
write something about Brighton Heights, please
feel free to send your article to:
BHCF Newsletter, Box 99696,
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Or e-mail it to Ron Lindow:
rlindow45@comcast.net
Please include “Brighton Heights”
in the subject line.

Brighton Heights
Citizens Federation

Description of the Problem

Do You Have a New Neighbor? Brighton
Brighton Heights
Heights Citizens
Citizens

Name of Property owner (if known)
Please circle Details:
one or more
________________________
Health
Concern ________________________
Safety ________________________
Concern
________________________
Eyesore
(Graffiti, ________________________
etc.)
________________________
Other
How long has this problem persisted?

Has this
problem
been previously
reported to
the Mayor’s
service
Center, a
specific city
department
or any other
agency?

If “Yes,” which department?
When? How frequently?
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

_________________________
o Yes
o No _________________________
You may
submit
this form
anonymously,
or if you
want a
response
from
the Public
Service
Committee
about your
complaint,
please fill in
this box.

Answer Line: 412-734-0233 		

Name_____________________
Address ___________________
_________________________
Phone Numbers:
Day_______________________
Evening____________________
E-mail address (optional)
_________________________
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Address__________________________________________________________________________
City and State___________________________________________ Zip Code___________________
Phone_____________________________ E-mail_ ________________________________________

Annual Dues

Membership Application

Name_______________________________________ Date________________________________

Dues
Amount
o $7.50

o
o
o
o

5
2
$
10
$
3
$
$

Type of
Membership
Family

Individual (Unmarried)
Social (Non-resident)
Corporate/Group
Individual over 65

o Membership Renewal
o New Membership
Enclosed Membership
Dues are for ___ years

Additional
Donation ________

Please make your check payable
to “BHCF, Inc.” and send to:
BHCF Treasurer
Box 99696
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Please don’t send cash.
Thank you!!

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. Your membership renewal date will be reflected
on your mailing label. For example, “12/09” means your membership expires in December 2009.

Next

General
Membership
Meeting

Thursday, March 12th 7:00 PM

Brighton-McClure Presbyterian Church
Corner of Brighton and Benton

